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News

Construction Is Not in
Recession says CPA

What Makes for a Good Acquisition?
A new study from business analysts Plimsoll Publishing Ltd indicates over a third of
Roofing Contractors are ripe for takeover. The latest report says 364 roofing contractors
have been rated as “attractive acquisitions”
The analysis has looked at each of the UK’s Top 1000 Roofing Contractors and rated each
on their acquisition attractiveness. The report found:
Highly Attractive companies
364 of the 1000 companies analysed have been rated as highly attractive, based on a
combined measure of:
l

Low number of shareholders

l

Aging owners

l

Low financial rating

l

Low purchase price

These companies are very exposed to a takeover, however this should not be seen as a
negative thing. A new owner can give the company a new opportunity with investment
and access to markets that would otherwise not be possible.
Worth Considering
528 of the 1000 companies have been rated as worth considering and these firms are not
as quite as attractive for the following reasons:
l

Complex ownership

l

High number of directors

l

High financial rating

These companies don’t quite fit the classic profile – maybe too expensive, maybe already
at the top of their performance cycle, yet they should not be dismissed. Some interesting
midsized companies appear on this list.
Unattractive companies
108 companies are listed as unattractive as acquisitions, yet this should not rule them out.
They are only unattractive as the current owners are probably very happy with their
returns and only a large purchase price will convince them to sell. The valuations on these
companies offer an interesting benchmark on how much someone might have to pay for a
very top performing company.
l

High purchase price

l

High financial rating

l

Most are larger companies

Acquisitions are of course not for everyone, yet the topic never goes away with rumour or
the thought that you could buy another business or someone else is looking at yours.
Copies of the report are available to purchase by calling Plimsoll Publishing Ltd on 01642
626 419 or emailing c.glancey@plimsoll.co.uk.
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Cornwall College Lecturer Recognised for
Roofing Success Hat-trick

Latchways Calls for Raised
Working at Height Standards

Recent figures from the Office of National Statistics
showing falls in construction output for Q4 of 2014 and Q1
of 2015, suggesting that the construction industry has
technically entered recession. The data has been criticised
by the Construction Products Association.

Latchways is calling on the industry to pay more
attention to the testing of fall protection systems to
raise standards for working at height.

The CPA said that “the official data contradicts a growing
body of recent evidence from itself and other industry
sources of growth in construction activity.” Several
independent organisations, including Experian and Markit
/ CIPS, had reported growth in construction activity. In
early May the Bank of England highlighted concerns with
the comparative figures.

The controversy surrounds the difference between fall
restraint devices – designed to prevent a fall – and fall
arrest systems designed to cope with a fall - should it
happen.

Latchways wants all fall protection products to be
tested to the latest key standard: EN 795:2012.

Tim Bissett, Latchways’ Technical Manager explains:
“EN 795 first came into play in 1996, and was updated
to EN 795:2012 ‐ a revised standard giving far greater
detail on testing and the need to test all anchor devices
for fall arrest capability, even if the intended purpose of
a device was only for fall restraint.

The CPA first raisedthe alarm when Q4 figures were
released in April . The CPA and ONS met in early May,
and are currently working together to address this matter.

Calls for Fair Solar Trade
between Europe and China

Cornwall College (St Austell) lecturer, Sean Sullivan is pictured fourth from left

Cornwall College (St Austell) Roof Slating and Tiling Lecturer, Sean Sullivan has been
recognised for scoring a hat-trick with three of his roofing students winning a string of
roofing plaudits.

Readers with excellent
memories may recall the
‘trade wars’ reported
between European and
Chinese solar
photovoltaic (PV) panel
manufacturers. Since the
Chinese manufacturers
did not have to pay the solar panel recycling levy applied
to their European counterparts, anti-dumping duties were
applied in Europe on Chinese modules to offset the
imbalance from December 2013.

The recognition came for Sean at this year’s Worshipful Company of Tylers and
Bricklayers Craft Awards as - for the third year running - another of his students won the
prestigious Mason-Elliott Award for Roof Slating and Tiling. Chairman of the Company
Craft Committee, Jeff Fuller made special mention of Sean Sullivan’s achievement.

Now the European Photovoltaic Industry Association
(EPIA) says they “would like to see trade relations between
Europe and China return to norm¬al undistorted, fair trade
as soon as possible.”

"As his lecturer I was extremely proud to observe him competing and demonstrating his
skills against competitors from across the UK," said Sean.

The Minimum Import Price (MIP) and quota agreed by the
EU and China expires at the end of this year. EPIA says the
duties are a likely factor in the slowdown in annual growth
of European installations: “We believe that a return to a
level playing field will help solar power in Europe to grow.
Consumers will also be able to buy quality products
manufactured at scale, at the best possible prices,” said
EPIA President Oliver Schaefer.
EPIA estimates that solar employment comprised about
265,000 full time jobs in 2011. More than half of these are
now gone according to IEA estimates, the majority of them
in the installation sector, which is labour intense.
“We support all actions that can contribute to increased
solar job creation in Europe along the solar value chain”
said Schaefer, adding “by having more competitive, highquality solar panels from the world’s leading companies
from all over the world, we can increase the rate and
quality of solar installations in Europe”.

“The 2012 update allows for no misinterpretation of the
standard ‐ all anchor devices must be tested for fall
arrest capability.”

The Award was presented to roofing student, Kyle Friendship at a celebration lunch on
9th March at Trinity House in the City of London by Master and Principal Guest
Alderman Dr Andrew Parmley, a Sheriff of the City of London.
Twenty-three-year-old Kyle Friendship, now employed by Graham Barker Roofing
Services, won gold at the national World Skills UK roofing, slating and tiling final in
November last year.
Kyle said: "Sean, my lecturer, was really good and before the competition showed me how
to make some tool templates that proved really useful."

Alongside the World Skills UK final, last year's winner – and another former Cornwall
College Student – Connor Martin, went on to compete as part of the UK team in the IFD
World Championship for Young Roofers International competition held in Bucharest,
where he secured bronze.
Connor also paid tribute to his teacher Sean: "He's a really great guy and a great
teacher," he said.
And, making the hat-trick, Sean’s former student, Nathan Shaw won the RST National
Competition held in Preston in 2012.

Tim continues: “Sadly, there is still a certain amount of
freedom existing around the 2012 update ‐ it is not yet a
legal requirement for manufacturers to test products to
this standard.
"As a result, the most thoroughly tested products and
processes are not always the ones that are being chosen
‐ this could be as a result of a lack of awareness of what
the test standards and test results actually mean.
“In shining a light on EN 795:2012, we are hoping to
encourage a desire for increased use of this standard for
product testing. As an industry we should always be
raising and embracing new standards ‐ otherwise we
aren’t doing our job to protect people working at height
and that, ultimately, is what we are here to do.”

New Independent Inspector Member for MCRMA
The Metal Cladding and Roofing Manufacturers Association (MCRMA) has a new member
company. CNB Consultants has joined as a member of the independent roofing and
cladding inspectors group. This group was formed by MCRMA as part of its continuing
drive to raise standards and ensure compliance across the industry.
CNB Consultants Limited is an independent consultancy provides advice, reports and
assessments on various types of roofing and cladding systems across the commercial,
industrial and educational sectors. Chris Bussens, the managing director of CNB
Consultants Limited, currently holds the posts of governor for the Institute of Roofing in

education and training; and training
manager for the Liquid Roofing and
Waterproofing Association.
The MCRMA currently has 31 members
across all three categories of membership
– full members, associate members and
independent roofing and cladding
inspectors.
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News

New CDM 2015 Regulations
Apply to all Domestic Projects

Norbord is Jewson’s Supplier of the Year

Claude Smith, the Northamptonshire-based
roofing merchants and contractors, has recently
submitted a planning application to re-open the
historic Collyweston slate mine.

From 6 April, the new regulations for managing the health,
safety and welfare of construction projects, have applied to all
domestic projects for the first time regardless of the size,
duration and nature of the work. Replacing CDM 2007,
Construction (Design and Management) Regulations 2015 is
designed to help improve health and safety and reduce
accidents during building projects.
Building firms should review their health and safety processes
to ensure they are compliant with the new law. Failure to
comply with the new regulations could risk future sales of a
property if the homeowner cannot produce the required
paperwork, which outlines how the work was undertaken and
what was installed. According to Trustmark, the HSE is also
likely to target domestic jobs for more frequent inspections.

The mine, situated in the ancient village of
Collyweston was shut down in the 1960s as the
market for UK heritage slates declined.
Now, following a preliminary survey of the
dense geology of the Collyweston site, an
application was submitted to Northamptonshire
Council to reopen the mine for a period of 10
years.
L-R: Peter Stringer, Jewson Managing Director, Maurice Fitzgibbon, Sales Director,
Norbord Europe Ltd, David Webb, Regional Manager South, Norbord Europe Ltd and
Andy Turner, Jewson Category Directory.

Norbord was awarded Jewson Supplier of the Year 2014, as voted for by over 600 UK
branch managers.
Jewson, with parent company, Saint Gobain, is one of Norbord’s most valued
European customers with interests across Europe and 5,000 suppliers in the UK. The
award was announced at the Jewson Suppliers’ Conference in Harrogate, North
Yorkshire where the Norbord team hosted a stand.

Simon Ayers, Chief Executive of TrustMark, says: “These new
CDM 2015 Regulations will help to reduce accidents during
building projects by involving everyone – architects, builders
and the homeowner. It’s a positive step forward.”
The key changes include:
l
l

All building projects must have a written construction
phase safety plan.
All domestic projects will have to meet the same
basic standards for the provision of welfare facilities
as commercial projects, such as access to toilets.

l

There is a duty to make sure all people working on
the job have the right skills, knowledge, training and
experience.

l

Where there is more than one contractor, a principal
designer (typically an architect) must also be
appointed and they coordinate all matters relating to
health and safety.

l

If the principal designer changes or is not engaged to
the end, the responsibility for the file moves on and
may rest finally with the principal contractor.

l

Any domestic projects finishing after April 6, where
there has been more than one contractor, must have a
health and safety file presented to the house owner at
the end.

The Health and Safety Executive summarise what each of the
six dutyholders - clients, CDM coordinators, designers,
principal contractors, contractors and workers - needs to do,
as well as FAQs at
http://www.hse.gov.uk/construction/cdm.htm.
CITB has a short video, downloadble, free app, key changes,
detailed industry guidance and training courses available from
http://bit.ly/1KBDKUm.
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Collyweston Mine Applies to Re-open

David Webb, Regional Manager South, said: “We are absolutely delighted to be
voted as Jewson Supplier of the Year. This award is voted on by all the branches
within the Jewson network and it’s testament to the individuals who service the
account every day. It’s a prestigious award as there are some big brands that
service Jewson across many different categories so to be voted No 1 is fantastic.”

NSCC and UKCG Merger Confirmed
Following recent discussions between the National Specialist Contractors Council
(NSCC), which represents contractors, and the UK Contractor Group (UKCG) of tier
one companies, about providing a stronger voice for the industry, both organisations
have now confirmed their intention to proceed with a merger.
The UKCG says that there is overwhelming support from members of both
organisations to join up the contracting supply chain and the first meeting of a new
Strategy Board has already taken place.
President of NSCC Kevin Louch said: "I believe that by sitting around the same table
we will be able to have honest conversations about how projects can be delivered
more effectively and there is the definite prospect of addressing major industry issues
such as pre-qualification, skills and of course payment."
News of the merger was greeted with sceptism by the Confederation of Construction
Specialists. While applauding the spirit of collaboration the merger would achieve, in
accordance with the goals set out in the government’s Construction Strategy 2025,
the Confederation cast doubt of whether the merger
would put an end to tier one retentions and late
payment for contractors.
Chairman of UKCG James Wates said: "This is a
huge step forward for the supply chain and, whilst
there are some undeniable anxieties about how the
new organisation will function, all our discussions to
date have been extremely positive."
NSCC and UKCG will formally vote on the merger in
June 2015 and the new organisation, which will be
led by current NSCC Chief Executive Suzannah
Nichol, will be operational from 1 September 2015.

It is estimated that there is 2,500 tonnes of
slate left to be extracted, producing about 3,000m2 a year of the best quality stone slate.
Prized for its durability and long life, Collyweston slate has an illustrious history, gracing some of the most
prestigious buildings in the UK, such as London’s Guildhall and many of the University of Cambridge
buildings.
Claude Smith expects to hear whether its planning application is approved this summer.

MBO Creates UK’s Biggest EPS Manufacturer

‘Breathe Freely’ in
Construction
Campaign
On 28th April 2015, Worker Memorial
Day, BOHS, the Chartered Society for
Worker Health Protection launched a
new initiative called Breathe Freely in
partnership with the Health and
Safety Executive (HSE), Constructing
Better Health, Land Securities and
Mace. The purpose of the initiative is
to prevent occupational lung disease
in the construction industry.
In 2015 approximately 3,500 will die
from occupational cancer caused by
past exposures in construction, 500
from silica dust exposure. The HSE
indicates that there are one hundred
times more deaths from work related
illnesses in the construction sector
than deaths from accidents.

The Directors of Jablite and Styropack successfully completed a management buyout of two UK expanded
polystyrene (EPS) businesses on 28th April 2015. The move creates a new company that is the largest EPS
manufacturer in the UK.
Managing Director and new joint owner, Richard Lee, said: “This is a
really exciting day for myself and my fellow Directors. I never imagined
as a 17 year old starting work as a machine operator at Styropack in
West Sussex I would eventually end up owning the business and its
sister company!”
The new business is also owned by Ken Hutchins, Finance Director,
Wayne Brown, Operations Director, and John Colley, the new Chairman.
The new company has assured its customers and suppliers that they
will experience no administrative changes.
The Directors say they plan to build on the previous companies’ already
established positions in the insulation and packaging sector to increase
their market share through “innovation, excellence and outstanding
customer service”.
“Be in no doubt, we are absolutely determined to grow our new
company into a larger, thriving business whose products are always the first choice for insulation and
packaging in the UK,” Richard Lee said.

Historic Baggeridge Brickworks Redeveloped for Housing
Wienerberger, manufacturer of roof clay
tile brand Sandtoft, has sold the former
site of its Baggeridge Brickworks to
national house builder David Wilson
Homes.
The sale came when the site was closed
after its clay deposits ran out in 2008.
From the 1930s, Baggeridge Brickworks had manufactured a range of products including facing and
engineering bricks, special shaped bricks, paver systems and sculptured brickwork.
The site’s land will now be redeveloped to build 181 luxury new homes.
Harald Schwarzmayr, Managing Director at Wienerberger, commented: “Obviously it was sad to see such a
historic site disappear, but the creation of David Wilson Homes’ Baggeridge Village is a fitting tribute to the
industry.”

Targeted specifically at managers and
site supervisors within construction,
the aim is not just to raise awareness
of the problem but also to effect
action by providing practical
solutions through sharing of best
practice and encouraging
implementation of effective exposure
control.
The Breathe Freely initiative provides
l A new Worker Health Protection
Management Standard, which is
a free tool developed specifically
for the construction industry
setting out good practice for
managing health risks
l A free fact sheets for roofers
highlighting the main hazards,
highest risks and preferred control
options see the Roofing Today
Bulletin at http://bit.ly/1FgcrNF
l How occupational hygienists can
help recognise, evaluate and
control the hazards on site via
www.breathefreely.org.uk.
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Heritage Roofing

Modern Practices and the Threats to
Historic Buildings
Chris Wood, Head of the Building Conservation and Research Team at Historic England, discusses the threats to
historic roofs from modern practices and the research Historic England is conducting to conserve roofs.

The performance of old roofs
Few people would argue against preserving attractive roofs of stone slates or hand-made clay
tiles, which are so important to individual buildings and even whole villages. They also help to
define distinctive regional identities. Besides their antiquity, old roofs often contain local
methods of detailing which were developed to accommodate local construction materials and
weather conditions.
Roofs were given coverings of tiles, slates, stone, lead etc, but none had underlays or felts. Metal
sheets and some pantile roofs were supported by timber decking, but its introduction in England
was mainly to reduce wind loadings in very exposed locations. Lime mortar was used to bed
ridges, hips and weather verges, abutments etc, although the minimum amount was left exposed.
Hardly any mortar was evident under ridges or it was cut back under hips and verge and gable
detailing minimising its exposure. The cost of failure was expensive, even then.
It is widely assumed that old roofs have survived over centuries because they were so well
ventilated under the eaves and through gaps in tiles and slates. Even the introduction of
bituminous felts in the early 20th century did not impair this. However, research by Historic
England (as it is now known, formerly English Heritage) over the years has shown that many
historic roofs have survived and performed well with no natural ventilation. Research into the
causes of corrosion to the underside of lead showed that many roofs depended on the copious

amount of timber and other permeable materials in the
roof structure to buffer moisture, by absorbing it in
winter and letting it evaporate away in summer.
Introducing ventilation upset this mechanism by
introducing colder air making the timbers less able to
take in moisture, with the result that a lot more
condensation was created. A similar situation was
found under thatched roofs when thatchers routinely
used to stop up gaps around eaves, verges etc with
clay. We still find many substantial thatched roofs
supported by rough poles heavily eaten by woodworm,
but still performing well.
Conservation
Conserving historic buildings usually means repair
rather than replace, with the onus being on
maximising retention of historic fabric. This includes
important details such as valleys in stone slates which
typify a style particular to a distinct area. Conserving
historic roofs needs careful inspection to understand
how they were put together and how they performed. It
is too easy to conclude that the stone valley now leaks
and should be replaced with one lined in lead, when a
little maintenance might have secured another century
of life.
Although individual metal sheets can be repaired, and
damaged tiles and slates replaced, complete stripping
and re-roofing eventually becomes inevitable. Sound
slates and tiles should be re-used but shortfalls made
up with new, not reclaimed material from other
buildings. This is to try and maintain a market for the
few specialist producers as well as to deter the
stripping of tiles and stone slates from other important
buildings. The use of authentic replacements which
replicate the originals is also an important objective.
Modern standards

Penmaen Cottage was carefully studied and recorded before it was repaired. A video showing the work
can be seen at http://bit.ly/1AR5fCh. The roof had no felt, and all important features such as the single
cut valleys have been retained. The roof still has no felt and does not leak.
Photograph courtesy of Terry Hughes.
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Codes of practice, manuals and technical advice notes
are mostly written by manufacturers or trade bodies for
new work being carried out to modern standards.
Many of these contain very useful information, and
indeed, the recent English Heritage book on Roofing¹
recommends many of them. Standards do need to
change to deal with some of the extreme weather
events that are now being experienced more
frequently, and it is essential to ensure that roofs are
fit for purpose. However, none of these documents are
concerned with the objectives of building conservation
and indeed are sometimes in direct conflict.

Cleft oak lathes (seen here) were traditionally used to hang hand-made tiles and stone slates. Much of the attraction of these roofs rests with the slight undulations
of each course which has much to do with the lathes. Nowadays BS5534 stipulates that 50mmx25mm sawn battens be used for the safe reason that it will take the
weight of a roofer standing on it, unlike cleft lathes, apparently.

One example is the use of felts or underlays, which are now the
default choice without considering the implications. Originally
introduced as a draughtproofing alternative to torching, they
also reduced wind loadings and now serve multiple purposes
including: providing temporary waterproofing to enable reroofing without a scaffold roof, disposing of any leaks to the
gutter caused by faulty workmanship and preventing ingress of
driven snow or dirt into the roofspace. Vapour permeable
membranes are generally preferred as they claim to prevent the
ingress of water from the outside and allow any moisture in the
roofspace or attic room to permeate through the membrane and
evaporate externally. Whether they work consistently over time
remains to be seen. Historic England are starting to conduct
research into this to understand better what is happening when
they are used in historic buildings, especially to moisture loads
within timbers and humidity levels in the roofspaces.
A second example is the modern dependence on cement
mortars (although this may well be revisited in light of the
requirement for dry fixing). Although they have been with us for
a century or more, the objection to their use is not simply one of
authenticity. Modern cements are very strong and have a
tendency to shrink and crack if the mix is wet and is not
protected from drying too quickly. They also have great
adhesive strength with the result that a great deal of historic
fabric is lost at the next re-roofing, notably ridge and hip tiles
and if partially bedded, stone slates, tiles, pantiles etc, which

cannot be separated. Historic England are proposing to carry out research to test
appropriately gauged lime mortar mixes specifically aimed at benefitting roofing
contractors. NFRC are likely to be partners in this work.
Even that seminal tome, the Lead Sheet Associations’ Manual² can sometimes
conflict with good conservation practice. For example, its recommended designs, bay
widths and lengths are based on the performance of rolled lead sheet. This has lead to
specifiers wanting to make radical changes such as redesigning complete medieval
roofs to accommodate ventilated warm roofs and shorter bay lengths and drips, with
all the consequential changes to weathering details at abutments. Historically we
know that ‘oversized’ bays have performed very well, many lasting for well over 200
years. In fairness to the LSA, their technical officers will give pragmatic advice and
accept that well-founded historical performance can provide justification for repeating
old detailing, providing sensible provision is made, for example by increasing the code
of lead used. However, if the final design does not comply with the Manual then Lead
Contractors’ Association members usually issue a waiver on their guarantee to that
effect, which can lead to clients insisting on change.
The major changes to historic roofs often emanate from the need to improve energy
efficiency, with increasing requirements to install insulation in order to comply with
Part L of the Building Regulations. If insulation is proposed on top of the roof structure
then it means lifting the roofline which has a variety of consequential effects,
particularly on abutments, verge details, rain water disposal etc. Although changed
appearance, both inside and outside is one consequence, so far we have very little
evidence of what these comfort improvements might have to the longevity and
performance of the roof and its structure. The proposed project that Historic England
research is planning to begin this year will also be considering this aspect.
t

Roofs are in many ways the most important part of an historic building. Their structure often
contains the oldest and least-altered parts of a building with some roof coverings dating back to
even medieval times. Old roofs are generally attractive in themselves but it is the more subtle
aspects of traditional detailing that provides their unique character. Increasingly, however, these
details are under threat, including from the pressure to conform to ‘best practice’ from modern
codes of practice and manuals. The latest requirement to dry fix ridges and hips for example,
could, if implemented, have adverse visual effects on an extension to an historic building.
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Final thoughts
t

Roofing work on historic buildings can be a challenging business for
contractors. Not only are there conflicts with modern guidance but there
are increasing demands over health and safety, tighter protection for
wildlife, notably bats which influence when work can be done and which
membranes to use, allied to the difficulties in obtaining authentic
matching materials.

Besides its recent tome¹, Historic England is carrying out a number of
research projects which aim to offer guidance on carrying out repairs to
historic buildings within today’s constraints. Publications are planned to
supplement those already published as well as a number of videos
(http://bit.ly/1H9qaW0). All of this is aimed at ensuring that these
precious historic assets are repaired and conserved in a manner
appropriate to their importance.

Historic England is the new name for English Heritage. Its
main function is to advise government on all aspects affecting
the historic environment. Chris Wood is Head of the Building
Conservation and Research Team which provides technical
advice, carries out research and publishes the results. He is
the main author of the recent English Heritage Practical
Building Conservation book Roofing which was previously
reviewed in Roofing Today.

¹ English Heritage Practical Building Conservation:Roofing
Ashgate, 2013 For short description http://bit.ly/1IwhWsL)
² Rolled Lead Sheet: The Complete Manual LSA, Tunbridge
Wells 2015

The lead sheets on the aisle of this church are oversized according to the LSA Manual. However, the lead is over 150 years old and
in good condition on both top and underside.

AQUAFLEX SYSTEM
MONTOLIT PROFESSIONAL WATER SPRAY SYSTEM FOR ELIMINATING DUST
PERFECT FOR ROOFERS AND BUILDERS!

BUY ON LINE NOW @ www.kwiksplit.co.uk or Tel 01162 393671
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Comment

Where Now for UK Pitched Roofing?
As the new government takes up power, Andrew Hayward, Managing Director at Russell Roof Tiles,
comments on the UK pitched roofing market conditions, the supply chain and how external factors
are squeezing margins.
Planning delays
Other elements increasing costs right at the start are
delays in the planning process impacting on the
developer. It is essential that local authorities ensure
they are able to process applications if more homes are
to be built. It has been reported that there were
permissions granted for 195,000 new homes in England
in 2014, an increase from 12 per cent on the previous
year and 39 per cent on 2012.
Whilst the increase in applications is hugely positive,
they can only be converted into actual new homes if
local authorities ensure their planning teams have the
capacity to process these applications quickly so that
they sites can actually be built. Too often developments
are ‘stuck’ in planning, an estimated 150,000 plots are at
‘outline permission’ stage awaiting full sign off by local
authorities – all of which increases costs for developers,
which then impacts across the supply chain.
Skills under-investment

The residential housing sector remains buoyant. Both new build and repair and
maintenance show consistent growth and demand for more private and social
housing continues to increase. But the strength of the market is tempered by wider
impact on suppliers right across the construction sector.
Despite increased sales, tight margins are having a massive impact across the
whole of the construction supply chain, including roofing. Interestingly, some of the
political parties have even proposed new policies to improve profitability and
margins to support the supply chain. Let’s see what the outcome is when the new
Government settles into power.
In my opinion, the main issues effecting margins across our sector are primarily
three fold: legislation and red tape, the ongoing costs of the planning process and
skills shortages. We, as manufacturers are caught in the middle of this raft of issues,
the majority of which we have no control over.
Developers are looking to the supply chain to maintain and reduce costs at a time
when the cost of construction is increasing overall, not least because of the price
tag of environmental efficiencies required in the UK to meet sustainable targets.
This, in particular, impacts on the affordable housing sector. Even though the Code
for Sustainable Housing is now virtually defunct, local authorities still require
energy efficiencies to equivalent of code level 4.
Other legislation, such as the changes to fixing specifications with the introduction
of BS 5534, will increase roofing integrity and safety and bring the UK in line with
the latest European equivalent, Eurocodes. But, increased fixings will ultimately
translate to a higher price for the initial cost of a roof, a topic of contention within
the industry, as the approximately 10 per cent increase in costs for the extra
components required will unfortunately be passed down the supply chain.
This upfront cost will, however, be offset during the lifespan of the roof, as dry fix
solutions reduce the lifetime cost of a roof. For housing associations and other
affordable housing providers, this should eventually translate into lower
maintenance and repair costs.
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The accountants KPMG recently reported that the
construction industry is under-investing due to
contractors being squeezed by tight margins. One of the
areas of under-investment is in craft skills and training.
The shortage of skilled labour is demonstrated by the
fact that 80 per cent of construction workers today are
qualified to NVQ2 or less. The growing skill shortage
within roofing only serves to increase costs for each
home built.
So all of these external factors combine to squeeze the
margins of suppliers. For us, they are compounded by
the ongoing running costs of managing three
manufacturing sites, employing 160 staff and running a
fleet of vehicles. Other increasing costs include
administration of Health & Safety, the impact of
environmental legislation on UK manufacturers and
changes to employment and pensions.
Despite this it is important as a UK manufacturer we
invest in the latest technology to continue to drive the
business forward, improve efficiencies and look to invest
in our future; all of this comes at a price which is not
helped by the squeeze of margins.
We’re certainly looking forward to working together as
an industry with Government to alleviate and reignite
the investment in British industry and construction.
Russell Roof Tiles is owned by Russell Building Products. From two
factories in England, as well as one in Scotland,
Call 01283 517070, visit www.russellrooftiles.com and follow
@russellrooftile.
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Regulations

CDM Regulations 2015

What Do They Mean For You?

The new Construction (Design and Management) Regulations, released on April 6th, 2015, have been the
subject of debate. Peter Donohue, Safety, Health & Environment Manager for building envelope specialist
CA Group, welcomes the revised CDM regulations and the clarity they bring.

and organisational capability all now require
individual assessment – something which is far more
measurable within the roofing industry than the
previous rather generic ‘competence’ concept.
The following two examples demonstrate the
increased level of clarity which has been introduced
within the new regulations:

There are various reasons why workers might need to access a roof ranging from routine
maintenance, to avoid gutter degradation which can invalidate a building’s guarantee, to fixing
a leak or repairing a rooflight.
While such work carries an element of risk due to the height at which the activity takes place,
there have been considerable developments over recent years which have helped to mitigate
that risk and ensure that, with the correct approach, planning and management, workers are
protected and able to carry out their task in the safest way possible.
And yet, in spite of these safety measures, crippling and even fatal accidents are still being
recorded.
The new CDM Regulations have addressed a number of areas which have previously been open
to interpretation, tightening the language and expanding on the specific criteria to help ensure a
successful and, crucially, safe outcome to all roofing activities.
Competence
One example directly addresses the interpretation of the word ‘competence’, a detailed
requirement contained in CDM Regulations from 2007, which has been modified in the new
regulations. Competence has historically been difficult to qualify. There are no minimum
standards and it is often misunderstood, as there is generally the assumption that a person with
training, or a card as part of a scheme, is competent to do the work.
With the new CDM Regulations the term ‘competence’ as a measurable criteria has been
removed altogether, because it has no minimum legal standard. Instead the attributes of which
competence broadly comprises namely: skills, knowledge, experience, training (contractor only)
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Even experienced roof workers may need an appropriate level of supervision if
they do not have some or all of the skills, knowledge, training and experience
required for the job in order to mitigate the risks involved.
“The theory behind the new regulations is to put the onus back on the
construction and roofing industry in order for them to take ownership and
develop and deliver the systems which best serve their needs.” [
Domestic client
Another notable change within the revised regulations is in relation to the
domestic client exemption, which has been removed. The domestic client is
now defined as any client having construction work, inclusive of any type of
roofwork, done on their own home, or that of a family member, which is NOT
done in connection with a business.

Reg8 – relates to appointments at the outset
of a project

Housing associations, landlords and property developers, explains Donohue, are
not domestic clients, nor are clients having work done in connection with a
business attached to domestic premises, such as a shop.

n for appointed designers, Principal Designers and
Principal Contractors to have the skills,
knowledge and experience necessary for the job
they are appointed to

“The domestic client is not required to carry out the duties of a commercial
client, and does not have to make appointments. Instead, if there is only one
contractor, the appointed roofing contractor carries out the domestic client’s
duties in addition to their own duties as a contractor.

n A roofing company can have Organisational
Capability for the job – i.e. the body corporate
holds the necessary skills, knowledge and
experience, and has policies and systems in place
to utilise them and ensure they are maintained.

When the domestic client is selecting a roofing contractor they should ensure
that the roofing contractor is aware of the client duties, under the new
regulations, as well as their own duties as a contractor. In addition, it is also
advisable for domestic clients prior to appointment to request examples and/or
references for previous work undertaken of a similar nature.

n A roof designer or roofing contractor must not
accept an appointment unless they fulfil these
conditions.

If there is more than one contractor (electrician, bricklayer, etc), the principal
contractor, if appointed, or the contractor in control, is responsible for
managing these duties.

Reg15 – contractor duty relating to putting
individuals to work on a job

It’s time for the roofing industry to get serious, implement the requirements of
CDM 2015 and put a stop to these highly preventable accidents, once and for
all.

n A person employed or appointed by a roofing
contractor (including Principal Contractor) has to
have the skills, knowledge, experience and
training for the job they are to do – or be in the
process of obtaining them.
n The roofing contractor must provide appropriate
supervision.
Supervision
Roofing contractors should recognise that training on
its own is not enough. Newly trained individuals
need to be supervised and given the opportunity to
gain positive experience of working in a range of
conditions. Roof workers, will require closer
supervision if they are young, inexperienced, or
embarking on an activity they have not done
previously.
Other factors that should be considered when
assessing the level of supervision needed including
the level of the individuals’ safety awareness,
education, physical agility, literacy and attitude to
working on roofs.

At CA Group we believe that the safety of employees is a fundamental right, as
well as a great responsibility. Our work in promoting a positive attitude to
health and safety by reducing accidents and implementing a robust safety
culture throughout the company, has won us multiple awards from both the
National Federation of Roofing Contractors and the British Safety Council.
“There is no legitimate reason why anyone should sustain an injury, let alone
lose their life, as a result of carrying out essential maintenance and repairs to
roofs.
Today’s roofing systems, when installed correctly, together with the necessary
information, instruction, training and safety equipment, effectively eliminate
this risk.
The roofing industry has learned the hard way that there are severe
consequences of failing to implement the necessary safety measures - both for
those who operate or own the building, who face large fines and even the risk
of imprisonment, and most importantly for the untrained worker, who faces
injury and even death – and this is a price no responsible company or
individual should ever be willing to pay.
The revised CDM Regulations will go a long way towards improving safety for
those working at height as well as maintaining the high standards necessary to
secure the reputation of the roofing industry as a whole.
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Membranes

Roofing Underlays

A Mine of Confusion?

Graham Copson, Technical Manager at Klober, describes the crucial differences that exist between
membranes available on the UK market.
New build homes are particularly susceptible to
condensation forming in the roof space during their
drying out period. However, the underlay can be
equally critical for refurbishments, particularly for
commercial projects where a high environmental
rating has been specified. The upgrading of Islington
Arts and Media School, a late Victorian building,
was targeted with achieving a high BREEAM rating
as Mark Walker of BDP Architects explained, “We
needed an air-open underlay to solve problems posed
by the existing roof construction. We opted for Klober
Permo Air as its performance met our requirements
and was supported by U-value calculations and a
condensation risk analysis”.
Metal roofs
The development of vapour permeable or LR-type underlays (VPMs) changed the face
of pitched roofing for the contractor, particularly in relation to health, safety and ease
of installation. As use of BS 747 felts declined, work became less arduous but the
absence of a British Standard for VPMs gave rise to products of varying quality. The
difference between best and worst is considerable and yet cases of low quality
products being sold as like-for-like with those developed for high performance are still
commonplace.
Dozens of VPMs gained BBA certification, and the use of lightweight underlays
caused widespread cases of ‘ballooning’ (air intrusion causing the membrane to
deform) and condensation forming in the roof space. Ballooning has become so
prevalent that it prompted one of the most crucial changes in the newly updated
BS5534. Manufacturers must now show on membrane wrappers which of five wind
speed zones a product can be used for, together with the required batten spacing. All
this makes something of a minefield for roofers and merchants, as those keen to deflect
attention from poorer performing products have been giving incomplete or out-of-date
information using vague statements such as ‘Products are BS 5534 compliant’.
NHBC
As long ago as 2011 the NHBC confirmed that, for cold roofs, VPMs could no longer be
used without supporting ventilation at or near the ridge. Despite this, it also
emphasised that newer, ‘air-open’ underlays were considered to be perfectly effective.
The high performance of such products might suggest that, unlike VPMs, they should
offer a very similar standard of performance. However, recent independent tests have
shown that the vapour resistance of the two currently available is markedly different,
one being as low as 0.03 MN/sg (MegaNewton seconds per gram) while the other is
only 0.065. For those seeking the highest level of performance this is a significant
development, not just for housing projects but complex roofing designs of all types. To
put things into perspective, a high performing VPM offers a vapour resistance of 0.15,
five times less efficient!
Air-open underlays offer undeniable convenience and their growing use is thought
likely to prompt introduction of further products as the market develops. However, with
cases of VPMs being sold as air-open having already been documented it is more
important than ever to check performance with the manufacturer.

The choice of underlay for metal roofs has not been
of great interest to most roofers, but housing and
smaller commercial projects using zinc and
aluminium in particular are cropping up more and
more. Underside corrosion of metals is a cause of
growing concern, so roof space ventilation couldn’t
be more important. Underlays have been developed
for use with copper, zinc, aluminium and stainless
steel systems, and can be laid either on timber
boards or rigid insulation.
Low pitch roofs
The most recent underlay development and one
which has attracted enormous attention is a
membrane suitable for low-pitched roofs. The product
has been designed for extensions where existing
windows or pipework prevent a tile or slate’s
minimum pitch being achieved. Suitable for use at
10°, its double, self-adhesive edge strips provide a
permanent seal of overlaps, immediate
weatherproofing and heat resistance where in-roof
PV or solar thermal systems have been installed.
As roof construction has changed, living spaces have
become warmer, roof spaces colder and periods of
moisture creation have intensified. Complex roof
designs often give rise to areas of poor ventilation
and add further to the demands on underlay
performance. The ineffective performance of
lightweight products and buying on the basis of
price alone will attract more problems. BS 747
underslating felts were commodity products but until
a new British Standard is introduced for today’s
underlays, they will be anything but.
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Freefoam feature

Freeflow – the ultimate fit and forget product
For many, a rainwater system is out of sight so it’s out of mind - until it goes wrong.
Many also assume that rainwater is a commodity and that one brand is very much
like another. That can be a costly mistake. Freefoam’s rainwater range, Freeflow,
offers clever solutions to common issues giving considerable benefits.
White inside to minimise creaks and expansion
Each rainwater system is co-extruded with a white interior. When the interior is
exposed to sunlight as normal, it absorbs significantly less heat from the sun and
expands far less along its width and length. This dramatically decreases movement
and creaks.
Water-tight joints
Freeflow has pioneered the use of highly visible red advanced long-life compressible
seals which create flexible water-tight joints when lengths of guttering are connected
together. The seals allow gutters to move without making a noise and without
creating the gaps which cause leaks.
Protected from factory to fitting
All Freeflow gutters and downpipes come covered with protective film so they can
survive knocks in transit and can be installed without scratches.
Guaranteed to last
A 50 Year Lifetime Guarantee is available on all registered white Freeflow
installations, while a 10 year guarantee is available on colours. (See
www.myfreefoam.com for details.)
Cast Iron look
New addition to the range, manufactured with long lasting PVC-U and designed to
provide the authentic look and feel of traditional cast iron, the system offers all the

benefits of a modern, low maintenance and fitter friendly
system. The cast iron effect system is available in both
half round and deep styles with a full range of related
accessories to ensure a neat and professional installation.
The range also allows builders and renovators of period
properties the option to update with modern materials
without losing the charm of authentic features.
Enquiry 29
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Heritage Training for Roofers
The National Heritage Training Group (NHTG) is a
voluntary organisation supported by the CITB, Historic
England and Historic Scotland to promote traditional
building skills training, materials and craftsmanship and
to help qualify the workforce.

A central role of the NHTG is to link together existing traditional
building skills training activity for all craft occupations across the
UK, operate a central networking portal and Information Centre for
the industry, and raise awareness of the importance of traditional
building skills and materials to old building sustainability and
promote training opportunities.
Traditional and heritage building skills are not generally taught
through mainstream construction training and until recently,
courses and qualifications have been difficult to find. That is why
the NHTG have developed a new searchable Traditional Building
Skills Training Directory to support its online Information Centre.
Heritage for roofers
One of the courses to be found on the Training Directory, is the
‘Level 3 - Understanding the Repair & Maintenance of Pre-1919
Traditional Buildings’. Although a bit of a mouthful to say, it is a
course crammed with the basics of traditional building construction
and conservation, and is only two days long. Crucially, it can be
tailored to different craft occupations, and can incorporate case
studies and ‘walks & talks’ to supplement the classroom learning.
The course has been derived from the full Level 3 Heritage Diploma
module on conservation, but it is a qualification in its own right
and can be used towards the NVQ in the future. Both the Roofing
Alliance and the NFRC have recognised the value of this course for
roofers working on traditional buildings. The Roofing Alliance is
currently offering funding to cover a large proportion of the costs
and a number of courses will take place across the UK MaySeptember 2015. The courses are listed on the NHTG events
calendar, and more information can be obtained by emailing Livia
Williams, Training Manager at the Roofing Industry Alliance.
Considering the fact that repair and maintenance is a significant
proportion of construction activity (with around 20% of the UK’s
building stock of ‘traditional’ construction) this course is a vital
addition to any roofers knowledgebase!
The NHTG, NFRC and other federations have also been working
with the CITB to develop a series of new Level 2 Heritage pathways
which will include Heritage Roof Slating and Tiling. When
available, the new pathways will be added to the NHTG Training
Directory and promoted through our networks. To ensure you find
out about this new initiative and other useful traditional skills
information, sign up to the NHTG monthly newsletter – it’s free!
The NHTG also runs a Helpdesk to support the online Information
Centre. You can call 01246 252363 between Tue-Thu (9:303:00pm) with your queries, or email on info@the-nhtg.org.uk .
Keep involved, keep up-to-date, keep an eye on the NHTG
website! http://www.the-nhtg.org.uk/
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Insurance

Insurance-Backed Guarantees:
the Pros and Cons
Don Waterworth, Chartered Building Engineer, Building Surveyor and Expert Witness

I assume that all professional roofers within the domestic building and
home improvement sectors will consider it beneficial that if a firm goes
bust then some form of cover for the householder should be in place.
Such cover is normally provided by Insurance Backed Guarantees
(IBGs).
The idea of IBGs is that they kick in if the contractor ceases to trade.
Most contractors will issue a 10 or 15 year guarantee of their work. If
they cease to trade before that time expires the IBG will protect the
consumer by honouring the guarantee.
The logic of providing an IBG to a householder is very sound and
everyone in construction should be in favour of achieving consumer
protection and maintaining the reputation and credibility of the roofing
industry.
It goes without saying that I am in full agreement with any scheme
which would protect the consumer. However, as professional roofers,
there are elements of IBGs that you need to be aware of. They are not
all the same and, as with all insurance, much of what is being offered
by the insurance companies can be confusing and ambiguous.
Consider the double-glazing industry. Notoriously, the incidence of
double glazing companies going 'bust' one day and then simply
starting up again the next day under a slightly different trading name
became pandemic at one stage around 20 years ago. Indeed, it could
have been stated with some certainty that the 10 year guarantee
usually offered by double-glazing companies would not be functional.
For the householder, left holding a worthless guarantee, the IBG
seemed to provide an excellent solution. And the situation today is
that, indeed, the majority of window installations are covered by an
IBG. This may seem an ideal situation for the householder, however,
all is not what it appears.
Matters you need to consider and questions you need to ask
of any IBG provider
Insurance companies being insurance companies, there are number of
Conditions for the householder to fall foul of when claiming against an
IBG, as well as Exclusions to the policy.
No returnYou must understand at the outset that these are
'insolvency' guarantees and are only instigated in the event that your
business goes 'bust'. Therefore, if you stay in business, and indeed
intend to do so, you will see no return for the IBG premiums you pay (I
know of window companies of moderate size who pay out £800 + every
month).
Voluntary liquidation exclusion
Some IBG providers will only pay out under the policy if the contractor
has been put into liquidation. They do not cover businesses that have
entered into voluntary liquidation. Check the policy details
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Cessation of trading
If you are a sole trader, you may still find yourself liable if you decide
to merely cease trading and close your company (that is unless you
are declared bankrupt). Again, check the policy details. Even though
you have paid ££££s for lots of policies over a number of years for your
customers, you may still be liable.
Ts & C’s
Be aware of just what cover the IBG policy affords your customers in
the event of your company going bust – you may need to ask! Simply
type Insurance Backed Guarantee into Google. You will find lots of
IBG companies, however, you will not find any policy terms,
conditions or exclusions. So ask!
If you decide to join a competentperson scheme, you may find that it
is mandatory to provide an IBG on every job you carry out, whether it
is a repair or a re-roof. This can work out very expensive and you need
to be aware of the costs. Many of the IBG providers insist that you buy
a certain number of policies every month and pay by direct debit over
a certain contract period, which can be as long as three, four or five
years. You need to be sure that you can fulfil this commitment.
I have had dealings with many of the IBG providers in the double
glazing industry and I have not been overly impressed. However, if I
was asked to recommend the most suitable, I would suggest that you
take a look at Certass, which also covers roofers under their Trustmark
scheme. This company was formed on the back of a long established
insurance company in Ayr, Scotland and certainly has a good
insurance pedigree.
However, I would still ask them to provide their policy terms,
conditions and exclusions and scrutinise them carefully.
It looks like IBGs are set to become as common in the roofing industry
as they currently are in the double-glazing industry. Therefore you
need to prepare for the extra costs and you need to insist on
worthwhile cover for your customers for the premiums that you pay.
Good Luck.
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Green Roofing

What Have Green Roofs Ever Done for Us?

This is not an inconsequential benefit – does anyone remember the
concentration of this light energy reflected by the ‘Walkie -Talkie’ building in
London last year which melted a car? Black rooftops are some of the hottest
surfaces in an urban environment.
Of course, there are myriad wider benefits of choosing to install a green roof.
Green roofs can look lovely, and with safe access and appropriate design can
create valuable green amenity spaces in areas where such space is at a
premium. They can also help to nurture local fauna and flora, supporting
biodiversity by providing habitats that are now lost elsewhere. The depth of
substrate is important to maintaining healthy vegetation on green roofs
which in turn will ensure a consistent food source for insects and birds in
the locality.
The waterproofing membrane itself must also be taken into account when
thinking about the overall environmental picture. The method of
manufacture, component chemicals and long-term environmental impact of
the membrane itself can be as significant as the benefits of a bio-diverse
‘green’ roof.

Dryseal was used to line this passive house roof in Melrose, Scotland.

The news on climate change is not good. Nobel Peace Prize winner Professor Oleg
Anisimov has said that temperatures are rising faster in the Arctic’s frozen region than
the rest of the planet and predicts open water in the North Pole by 2050. The American
Natural Resources Defence Council describes the Arctic as "Global warming's canary in
the coal mine.”
In the UK this spring, we experienced the potentially fatal effects of high levels of
nitrogen dioxide (NO2) and other air pollution. Indeed, London and several other British
cities have failed to meet EU standards on NO2 levels since 2010. In April this year, legal
lobby group, ClientEarth won their legal challenge in the UK Supreme Court with a ruling
meaning that the new government’s Liz Truss must draw up a plan to meet the EU rules
by the end of 2015.
Andy Fell, Dryseal Manager at Hambleside Danelaw reminds us of the benefits of green
roofs and why their installation is such a good idea.
Green roofs are widely recognised as an ideal way of improving air quality in cities. Planners and
Councils are beginning to use extensive plantation for air purification in order to reduce carbon
dioxide and increase oxygen in the atmosphere. Green roofs also make a significant contribution to
reducing polluting air particles and compounds not only through the plants themselves, but also
through the growing medium.
They are also increasingly being used in efforts to reduce and delay water run-off during times of
heavy and prolonged rain, a fact that can be significant in reducing localised flooding. A recent
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study in Germany showed that during a 10mm
rainstorm, whilst 200 litres of rainwater fell onto
an 18m2 green roof, only 15 litres actually
passed from the roof to the ground. But given
that some water does escape, it’s important to
ensure that the waterproofing membrane does
not have an adverse effect on the quality of
water which is released from a green roof after
rainfall.
Urban Heat Island effect
Green roofs also help to mitigate the urban
‘heat island’ effect. We are all used to seeing
weather forecasts in the UK that regularly show
the temperatures in our urban centres up to four
or five degrees higher than in the countryside.
Through the daily dew and evaporation cycle,
plants on greened rooftops are able to cool
cities during hot summer months and reduce
the urban heat island effect. In addition, the
light absorbed by green roof plants trap energy
that would otherwise be converted into heat.

Blackdown green roof from Alumasc provides a new teaching area at the School
of Architecture and Construction at the University of Greenwich.

A green roof requires a strong, durable and light membrane to line it. GRP
(Glass Reinforced Polyester) is an inert material that can be used with ‘grey’
water harvesting systems and potable water. In service, it does not release
any pollutants or chemicals.
GRP was recently specified by the architect for the green roof waterproofing
on a passive house in Melrose, Scotland. The project was looking for a single
membrane system that would also eradicate the need for a root barrier, as
well as, unlike wet lay GRP systems, doing away with the need for an
additional layer of plywood. As the passive house demanded high energy
efficiency in every aspect of the design, the choice of roofing material also
needed to have a low embodied carbon and Dryseal was happy to help.
Green roofs offer exceptional environmental and cost benefits to other forms
of roofing, and is thus becoming a mainstream option for commercial and
domestic builds.
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For more information visit the Dryseal website. www.dryseal.org
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Single ply

Smart Solutions for Single Ply Roofs
Joe Rose, Technical Marketing Manager at Big Foot Systems discusses how those working with these delicate roofs
need to be aware that they can be easily damaged when using traditional methods to mount plant on them.

fabrications for heavier plant penetrate the roof
membrane at specified points, requiring remedial
works to seal the roof around the penetrations. This
can compromise roof integrity causing thermal
bridging, possible leaks, or potentially affecting roof
warranty requirements.
Non-penetrative solutions

Single ply membrane roofs are on the rise. Building Regulations and modern methods
of construction are driving the specification of this quick to install solution which
allows early interior fit-out, offers low capital and in-use costs and gives design
flexibility. But if everyone working on the rooftop is not aware of its fragility, there is a
high risk of damage which would negate its many benefits. By working together,
roofing contractors and M&E contractors can ensure that any plant is safely installed
whilst keeping the rooftop intact, avoiding call backs for roof repairs.

So with traditional installation methods being less
than ideal on single ply membrane roofs, what is the
best solution? Non-penetrative solutions offer the
certainty that the risk of water ingress from
punctures can be avoided. Such support framework
systems have the advantage that they are available
as repeatable structures and are therefore
configurable for each individual project - with the
added benefit of being cost effective. Such systems
are also very stable, offering a greater degree of
protection against tipping, as well as managing the
load evenly and over a greater area ensuring it is
within workable loads of the roof specification. Look
for a manufacturer that calculates the number and
size of foot bases in contact with the roof to ensure
the individual foot pressures do not exceed the
insulation and membrane specifications under
compression.

So what is single ply membrane? It’s created from strong and flexible membranes,
composed predominantly of synthetic polymer, that are sealed at joints to form
continuous waterproofing. When combined with insulation and continuous support,
they make complete, durable roof systems. It ranges in thickness from 1.1mm to
+2mm and offers a huge range of geometric and performance options. Single ply
membrane roofs offer many advantages such as high thermal performance, effective
control of air leakage and the elimination of cold bridging by using thermal break
fasteners. It is also safe to use, with flame-free construction using hot-air welding,
adhesives and fasteners.

With such systems it is recommended that an
isolating material (sacrificial layer) is placed between
the roof and the non-penetrative framework. This is
necessary to avoid polymer migration, which can
result when the single ply membrane and the
underside of the frameworks’ supporting leg
assemblies’ are of a similar chemical composition
and the two together bond over time. Adding a
sacrificial layer on top of the single ply membrane
protects the delicate roof and prevents polymer
migration.

However, these benefits can be threatened if no consideration is given to the plant
and equipment that may be housed on the flat roof and how it can be installed and
subsequently reached. Single ply membranes are sensitive to footfall and can be
damaged by traffic on flat roofs. Whether walking on the roof or installing plant,
anything which cracks or punctures the waterproofing membrane can potentially
cause leaks. Roofing contractors are therefore set the challenge of ensuring that,
whether planned from the start, amended part way through a job or added at the end,
whoever is installing the rooftop plant understands how to work with single ply
membrane.

For contractors, non-penetrative support systems tick
all the right boxes. Quick and easy to install, they
provide excellent support for HVAC plant whilst
maintaining the integrity of the roof membrane.
Whether specified at the beginning of a project or to
answer an emergency call as a construction deadline
looms, non-penetrative supports offer the ideal
solution when it comes to installing plant on single
ply membrane roofs.

A number of methods have traditionally been used to install rooftop plant but these
can have drawbacks with modern roofs. Concrete paving slabs are simple, speedy and
cheap but if placed directly on a single ply membrane roof can tear through the
membrane, which can lead to destructive roof leaks and costly damage. Steel

Joe Rose is Technical Marketing
Manager at Big Foot Systems. He can
be contacted by email
enquiry@bigfootsupport.com or
telephone 01323 844355.
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WELCOME TO OUR
WORLD OF EPDM

/ Europe’s first producer of EPDM membranes;
/ top quality products for over 50 years;
/ wide range of roofing and façade
membrane systems;
/ unique and weldable roofing rolls for
mechanical fixing;
/ EPDM is the ideal product for any green roofing project;
/ training courses and presentations for contractors.

CERTIFIED CONTRACTOR
For information on becoming a
HERTALAN® certified contractor
or distributor contact us.

CARLISLE® Construction Materials Ltd / Tel +44 (0)1623 627285 / Fax +44 (0)1623 652741 / info@hertalan.co.uk / WWW.HERTALAN.CO.UK
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Insulation

An Insulation For All Seasons
Leonie Onslow, Executive Director, British Urethane Foam Contractors Association

Wintry weather may be a fading memory as spring comes round but icy conditions
and high winds can cause much damage to properties. Roofs can be particularly
vulnerable and since February 2015, roofers have had to work to the revised BS5534
on new roofing contracts to improve the structural stability of roofs for protection
from harsh weather.
Weather damage is an expensive business: according to the Association of British
Insurers, the wettest winter on record from December 2013 to the end of February
2014 resulted in 421,500 storm claims. A significant proportion of these claims
could be prevented through improved resilience.
The conundrum of what to do with failing roofs has often been resolved with the
use of sprayed-on polyurethane foam in under-tile applications for over 40 years.
Spray-applied foam can be used to insulate and stabilise these roofs (for instance in
cases of nail fatigue), or as an energy efficient alternative to re-roofing.
To avoid expensive re-roofing, where a property is simply suffering from nail
fatigue, and for optimum insulation, a layer of polyurethane foam can be sprayed
onto the underside of the slates or tiles of a pitched roof. This stabilises and
weatherproofs the roof by fixing the nails, battens and roofing felt. As the foam is a
superior insulant, coupled with some insulation at joist level, the roof will also
meet the stringent thermal performance standards required for a new property. A
typical roof can be insulated using the polyurethane treatment for around half the
cost of re-roofing.
The polyurethane foam produces a seamless blanket of insulation, which is joint
free, and providing an airtight envelope. Jointed systems give rise to a potentially
weak point, leading to a significant loss of insulation value.
Where old properties require insulation and roof stabilisation, spray-applied
polyurethane is ideal as it moulds itself to the contours of the building and can be
used on any substrate material. The depth of the insulant can be increased to
further improve the thermal insulation.
The application of PU foam can also provide a barrier to the ingress of airborne
sound from air and road traffic, as well as preventing the transmission of sound
from plumbing stacks to reduce the noise of water rush.
Performance
Spray applied foam used in lofts meets Class 1 Surface Spread of Flame when
tested to BS476: Part 7 and with the addition of a specialist coating, can achieve
Class 0. Air leakage can be reduced down to zero with in-situ applied
polyurethanes.
One caveat, however: where polyurethane foam insulation is applied to an existing
roof this is subject to a site survey as the roof needs to be structurally sound prior
to installation.
Polyurethane foam can achieve impressive thermal performance. Systems may be
applied to various depths and have K-values in the range of 0.025 - 0.028W/mK.
When sprayed to a depth of 100mm, the U-value of a typical roof with 100mm
fibreglass at ceiling level is reduced from 0.34W/m²K to 0.16W/m²K which helps to
bring older buildings up to current Building Regulation requirements. The process
can save the equivalent of more than one tonne of CO2 per annum by reducing
energy consumption.
To provide property owners with a ‘room in the roof’, the application of
polyurethane foam, together with a layer of loft insulation at ceiling level creates a
hybrid roof which is ideal for storage or future loft conversion.

Where loft conversions are carried out the
polyurethane foam is simply applied to the underside
of the roof, bonding the slates or tiles to each other
and to the structural or supporting timbers which
replaces the anchorage of fixing nails. The gaps
between the slates or tiles are sealed, to prevent the
ingress of wind-blown rain, snow and dust. The foam
is then plaster-boarded over in the conventional way
to provide a habitable loft space.
Alternatively, in applications such as barn conversions
the foam is dubbed out with a coat of bonding plaster
and then Thistle finishing plaster.
Polyurethane foam systems also provide the ideal
solution for industrial and commercial building roofs,
as large areas can be insulated quickly for insulation
and condensation control. Where buildings have been
subject to a change of use, spray-applied and injected
polyurethanes can offer a flexible, high-performance
solution.
Whatever next winter’s weather throws at UK roofs, a
spray-applied polyurethane foam roof system will
ensure a cost-effective, high performance and weather
tight barrier to withstand it for years to come.
The objectives of BUFCA are to ensure that high
standards are set and maintained within the
industry, that installers are properly trained and
monitored and that they adhere to the association’s
Code of Professional Practice. Technical datasheets
are available from the association’s website. To find
an installer offering advice and installations visit
www.bufca.co.uk.
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Roofing Awards 2015

ROOFING AWARDS
2015 WINNERS
The Roofing Awards took place this year on
Friday 15th May at the Hilton London
Metropole hotel.
Here finalists of this year’s 300 plus entries
came together to recognise and reward
outstanding roofing projects in the major
roofing disciplines.
Hosted by all the major roofing trade
associations, the Roofing Awards are
conferred for quality workmanship, technical
difficulties overcome, problem solving,
environmental qualities and aesthetics. The
entries are judged by a panel of independent
construction professionals.
The Roofing Awards also reward and put the
spotlight on the individuals and organisations
that go above and beyond the call of duty in
delivering health and safety.
t

NFRC
Health & Safety
Champion 2014
went to Pauline
Davies of DVC
Roofing and
Building
Limited in Tyne
and Wear.

t
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Northumberland Observatory
Project: Renewal of copper cladding to rare University
Observatory.
• Over 1,500kgs of 0.6mm mil finish copper was
required for this project, which was laid using
traditional techniques.

• The copper roof sheets were
fitted to a substrate built from
layers of plywood upon the
repaired steel framework below.
• Intricate hand folding and brazing
was necessary for technical
details, especially around the
opening mechanism.

Boathouse, Avon Tyrrell
Project: Installation of a 200m2 green living roof to be in keeping with the surrounding natural landscape.
• Organic Roof’s proprietary anti-substance system was used in conjunction with pre-grown wildflower
blankets and nondegradable bags and mains-fed irrigation.
• The roof pitch was 38o so drainage layers were not required.
t

Roof Sheeting

KGM Roofing
Babraham Campus, Cambridgeshire
Project: Prestigious office and research development project using aluminium standing seam profiles.

t

t The companies that scored highest within
their roofing discipline in the NFRC Safety
in Roofing Awards for 2014 were, in pitched
roofing; Survey & Construction Ltd¸ for flat
roofing; Roof-Link Industrial & Commercial
Ltd and for industrial roofing and cladding;
BRC Industrial Roofing (Midlands) Ltd.

t

t

The award
for Exceptional
Contribution to
Training¸ in
partnership
with CITB,
went to Carol
Atherton of
Avonside
Roofing.

Fully Supported Metal Roofing

Norman & Underwood Ltd

Sustainable Roofs - Green Roofs

Organic Roofs

Sustainable Roofs
- Shingles and Shakes

Clarke Roofing Southern Ltd

• Quality workmanship
proven through the
installation of the
standing seam roof
system, the neatness of
the welding to the
seams in the tapering
areas, and the quality
of the bespoke curved
aluminium soffit and
fabrications.
• Fast-track programme
meant the contractor
was only on site for 6
weeks.

Wadhurst Church Spire, East Sussex
Project: Re-covering of storm damaged spire.
• Pitch changes, ‘split’ hips at eaves.
• 124ft high off the ground.
• Heritage NVQ trained team re-shingled the
entire spire using red shingles, fixed with
silicone bronze fixings.
• To complete the weathering, hand formed hip
sections were fixed to the broaches.
• Lightning conductors were fixed and tested.
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Heritage
Roofing

t

Roofing Awards 2015

Jordan
Heritage
Roofing Ltd
Penmaen
Cottage,
Snowdonia
National Park
Project: Re-slating of a
Grade II listed vernacular
farm building.
• Building is exposed to
very high rainfall
(average 62mm) and
severe winds off the
Irish Sea (average
81mph).
• Demonstrated the
correct approach to
roof conservation,
providing an exemplar
of the regional roof
details and training for
professionals and
roofers.
• Slated in ‘thirds’, cleft
laths used (no
underlay) and lime
mortar with animal
hair, for bedding and
torching, oak pegs for
slates.
• Contractor was to
document all details and
to restore the roof to its
original ‘beauty’, and to
take as long as needed
to do so.
• All roofs were stripped of
existing tiles, felt, batten
and lead.
Doublelap Tiling
• 30,000 tiles were used
Karl Terry Roofing Contractors Ltd
for the project, 15,000
New Place, Banstead
of which were the best
of the original tiles,
Project: Re-roofing of an arts and
mixed in with 15,000
crafts mansion in reclaimed handmade
sourced replacements.
clay plain tiles.

Outstanding Achievement in Roofing Award

t

This was a special year for the UK Roofing Awards as it was the tenth
anniversary since it all began in 2006. To mark the occasion, two
companies received recognition of their roofing excellence throughout
the 10 year period and were
presented with an Outstanding
Achievement in Roofing Award.
The two companies show the
diversity of skills in the
industry, working at different
ends of the roofing spectrum;
the awards went to Lakesmere
Limited and Karl Terry Roofing
Contractors Ltd. (pictured left)

Single-lap Tiling and Slating

Marley Contract Services

junctions and dummy chimneys
Scotia Homes, Aberdeen
installed to give an old town
Project: Tiling of a new-build town
appearance.
houses in interlocking clay tiles.
• Time scale was extremely tight and
• High level of quality workmanship,
working in coordination with other
valleys cut neat and straight, hips
trades was critical in order to meet
carried out using a dry system, hip
the strict
tiles neatly mitred at hip and ridge
deadlines.

t

t

Vertical Cladding/Rainscreen

Lakesmere Limited
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t

National Graphene Institute, Manchester
Project: Bespoke cladding of a new £61 million research centre.
• Cladding package using black perforated stainless steel veil
cladding which features a representation of the chemical formula
for graphene.
• Rimex panel was
manufactured
with differing
patterns to allow
the formula to be
clearly seen.
• Installation, where
possible, was
done from inside
the building with
the use of edge
protection.

Liquid Roofing & Waterproofing

Icopal Ltd with Mitie Tilley Roofing
Terminal 3 - Heathrow Airport
Project: Strip and replace existing 20,000m2 waterproofing
and insulation.
• 20,000m2 of three layer waterproofing plus a single layer of
waterproofing, and mineral wool insulation had to be
stripped by hand and dispatched a single point on the
roof.
• Self-adhesive VCL
and carrier
membrane was
used as project had
to remain flame
free and the PIR
insulation was fixed
by a cold adhesive.
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Roofing Awards 2015
t

The Lead
Sheet
Association’s
Young Lead
Worker of
the Year
award went
to Ryan
Fisher¸ a selfemployed

leadworker from Kent.
t

The Lead
Contractors
Association
presented
the Murdoch
Award for
best
leadwork to
John Fulton
Plumbers for
Govan

Waterside, Glasgow.

Single Ply Roofing

t

Briggs Amasco

t

The Murdoch Sponsor’s
Award, also for best leadwork,
went to D Blake and Co. Ltd for
Dumfries House in Scotland.

Joseph Black Building, Kings Campus,
Edinburgh
Project: Refurbishment of a 2,000m2 roof to
replace existing copper covering.
• Replacing the existing copper covering (and
200m2 slated pitches) with a mechanically
fixed 1.8mm thermoplastic single ply.
• Contractor handled the integration of other
trades and materials throughout the
project.
• Installing a timber taper fall to improve the
drainage to the flat roof areas.

t

Double-lap Slating
Bolton Roofing Contractors Ltd

Eyre Crescent, Edinburgh
Project: Strip and re-slate of a Grade C tenement.
• Traditional 1891-94 stone built Grade C
tenement with pitched slate roofs and platform
roof. Complete strip and re-slate was needed.
• High skill area due to the ‘horse shoe plan’, the
outer and inner elevations have curved slopes.
• Slates coursed through and fixed direct to boards
(head and
cheek nailing).
• Mortar work
carried out
using lime
mortar in line
with the
heritage
specification.
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Envirotile
Envirotile offers unrivalled technical performance
along with excellent eco-credentials. Its precision
design utilises the latest in recycled material
technology, ensuring every tile meets the highest
standards. BBA tested : easily conforms to New
recommended guidelines in BS:5534-2014

Extremely robust - No more foot traffic problems or
concerns to tiled areas.
Guaranteed - to give your customers a truly amazing
unrivalled performance that will undoubtably minimise
your future maintenance costs.
Up to 25% quicker to fit and 80% lighter than a
standard concrete tile.

Reinforced Bitumen Membrane

t

M&J Group
Neo-Natal Unit, Hammersmith Hospital
Project: Complete re-roof of a complex
hospital roof.
• Difficulty in working around plant, in
places requiring operatives to work on
their stomachs to lay the membrane, that
served the operating theatres and critical care units which could not be taken out
of service.
• A strict method of works had to be put in place with physical exclusions zones
around the MRI Coolant Quench Pipe, which could release potential lethal dose of
liquid helium, which ‘quenches’ at -286c.

Maintains integrity at a minimum low pitch of 12.5
degrees.
Resistant to mould, moss and fungus.
Complies with the Code for Sustainable Homes
Fixed and interlocked in eight places making it
significantly more vandal and burglar proof.
Contact us on 0845 2697137
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Rooflights

Are New Homes Returning to the
Dark Ages?
Paul Trace, Managing Director of Lumen Rooflight, discusses why it is important to incorporate
more natural light in new build homes.

Over the past months one of the few things
that the main political parties have agreed
on is the lack of available housing stock
and the need to build new homes on a
massive scale. For all the debate and
political rhetoric, talk has been about
quantity and not once has the issue of
quality been raised. The time has surely
come to address standards of living and the
ever-diminishing space in our homes.
Studies published in 2014 by the University
of Cambridge highlighted that homes in
Britain have less space than any other
country in Europe, with the average new
build property covering just 76sq m,
compared with almost double that amount
at 137sq m in Denmark. The research also
concluded that up to a third of people in
the UK are dissatisfied with the amount of
space in their homes.
People often have a strong emotional
reaction to spaces, and people’s perception
of their homes can affect their quality of life.
Indeed the experts from Cambridge warned
that overcrowding can lead to depression,
the breakdown of relationships and
physical symptoms such as asthma. It can even impact on children’s
social and emotional development.
With the high value of land and the low number of homes built by
public authorities and housing associations in recent years it is
unlikely that we will see the any increase in the footprint of
properties. So if the majority of people are to be condemned to this
‘rabbit hutch existence’ what can we do to combat the problem?
Space versus light
At the very least we need to ensure that we make the most of the
little space we do have by ensuring adequate natural daylight in
new homes. Even in our rather dull climate, passive solar gain
provides significant potential to improve the environment within any
building. The introduction of natural daylight to a property does two
things: it creates the impression of space, and it has proven
physiological and physical health benefits.
Evidence from numerous physical and psychological studies shows
that our brains respond better to natural light, which can counter
some of the problems associated with overcrowded living such as
depression.
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What does the law say?
Despite the strong arguments in favour of
natural light there are no minimum legal
requirements for daylight in UK new
builds. However, importantly, most
countries have, at the least, informative
codes and standards requiring ‘sufficient’
daylight or illumination. In countries with
daylight Building Code requirements, they
are generally based on average Daylight
Factor and/or minimum window sizes as a
percentage of floor area, and possibly wall
area.
The UK’s Code for Sustainable Homes
calls for average daylight factors as low as
1.5% for living and dining areas and 2% for
kitchens. However it does state that
kitchens, living rooms, dining rooms and
study rooms should be designed to have a
view of the sky. A daylight factor of 1.5%
or 2% may not mean much to the average
man on the street, but for those in the
know, these figures really need to be
much closer to 5% to ensure a space is
considered well lit and achieve
psychological and health benefits. In my
view, this should be a mandatory part of the Building Regulations –
something which is currently being reviewed in Scotland.
The role of the rooflight
Rooflights have an obvious advantage over windows of not being
generally affected by external obstructions, such as trees or other
buildings and providing a more even pattern of light. In addition,
rooflights can provide views of the sky and promote a sense of wellbeing and connection with the outside. These facts are well
understood by most building designers. However the huge potential
of rooflights to provide exactly the amount, type and distribution of
natural light required to meet any given specification is not always
appreciated by those who make the laws.
So if the future of housing in this country is to continue down the
‘pack em and stack em’ route, then surely it is time for the
Government to see the light and legislate for more natural light in
new homes.
For more information on Lumen Rooflights contact 0330 300
1090, email info@lumenrooflight.co.uk or visit
www.lumenrooflight.co.uk.
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Easy Access with C.K Magma’s New Open Tool Tote

Securing Great Aesthetics

Apex Angle

The Apex Angle....
Contractors often bag jobs by cutting costs and squeezing margins. But how many win work by
promising an environmentally friendly service?

The importance of preserving the environment has climbed up
customer agendas over recent years. And many are giving real
consideration to the efficiency and sustainability of their projects
and the wildlife they may disturb if they carry out work. Having
said that, it can be difficult for any client to see past the
numbers when taking on a roofer, builder or other trade.
Read the fine print
Most good contractors would suggest the inclusion of a full
ecological survey on a project. Others might fudge that on their
proposal to win the gig by being less expensive. But remember,
whatever your cheaper alternative may tell you in order to secure
the job; ecology surveys are an essential part of site preparation.
Any responsible contractor should ensure this is executed on a
project where there is a chance of disturbing wildlife, or indeed
any protected species or plant.
And trust me, it can work out cheaper in the long run to check.
After all, advance planning of ecology issues is critical to prevent
delays both in achieving planning consent and to the overall
build programme. And if the correct ecological surveys are not
undertaken at the correct time, a developer may be exposed to
legal action and inordinate delays as well as potentially abortive
work. Early identification of any ecological constraints ensures
no nasty – and costly – shocks further down the line.
What are they for?
Legislation protects many species, such as bats, badgers,
breeding birds, water voles, great crested newts and otters.
Undertaking an ecological survey ensures that:
n The developer or applicant is aware of any ecological
constraints at an early stage.
n The development can be designed to minimise impact on that
wildlife.
n No laws are broken.
n The design of mitigation and enhancement measures will be
appropriate to the site and surrounding area.
n The local planning authority can consider all the relevant
material considerations whilst determining an application.
When it goes wrong
Fifteen great crested newts added £315,000 to the cost of a road
widening-widening project in North Wales in 2007 because the
correct surveys had not been done in a timely fashion.
In 2008 five slowworms caused a six-month delay on a housebuilding project in the south after Natural England - the agency
that advises the Government on nature conservation - stepped in
to stop work on site.
By carrying out an ecological survey at the start of a project, you
can minimise this sort of blow.
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Apex recycled rooflights being used as miniature greenhouses at Wicken
Allotment, Ipswich.

The UK building landscape has drastically
changed over recent decades with designs
becoming much more complex, incorporating a
huge variety of façade materials and colours.
This leads to technical challenges both onsite
and at design stage. SFS intec has continually
been at the forefront of fastener technology
evolution to meet this need. As a highly visible
and structurally important component,
fasteners are crucial in achieving the desired
aesthetic finish, whether used to accent design
with coloured heads or to create a subtle look.
Powder coating finishes incorporate excellent
weathering and colour stability in exposed
external applications as opposed to dated
plastic moulded heads or caps.
SFS has
developed and manufactured a wide range of
low profile design, high performance, warranted
powder coated fasteners in 304 or 316 grade
stainless steel, engineered to completely blend
in with any colour or material. High
performance grade 316 stainless steel is
essential with today’s requirements for longer
warranties up to 40 years. Carbon steel
fasteners can be warranted for up to 12 years,
with 304 stainless steel warranties offering 25
years. Making the right choice in terms of
product selection can make the difference
between a compliant or failed design. Call SFS
intec on 0113 2085 500.
Enquiry
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Ways to be green
Ensuring our work has minimal impact on the environment has always
been something we strive for in our operations and we plan to continue
with the effort we put into achieving this.

Heavyweight Main Stage Seminar
Programme Unveiled

As such our team are all SEATS - Site Environmentally Awareness
Trained. We recycle our pallets as well giving them to the local pony club
for hunter trial jumps and all our yard waste is sorted and recycled. We
have even given our old roof lights to the local allotment holders to grow
things under.
By making simply changes like this, any business can reduce their carbon
footprint.
The building trade in particular can make steps to reduce the 60% of all
materials which are thrown away on site – most of which is packaging –
and the 13% of materials thrown away which consist of over-ordered
materials.
In recent years there has been an introduction and implementation of
environmental management systems within the industry. So there is
plenty of buying guidance such as only purchasing timber which has the
Forest Stewardship Council’s (FSC) trademark indicating that wood
comes from a sustainably managed forest.
Why we should care
Being environmentally friendly simply means making choices about the
way you live or work which protects and respects the environment. It’s
simply about taking small steps to make this planet a better place for our
communities and generations to come. We all have a part to play. After
all, we are caretakers of the future. And if we do what we can to protect
it, we can create a better, healthier and happier world for our children and
grandchildren.
Visit www.apexroofinguk.co.uk or join in the discussion on Twitter
@apexanglia

Placing a firm emphasis on knowledge sharing,
discussion and debate, UK Construction Week has
revealed the seminar programme for the main
stage of the event, which takes place at the
Birmingham NEC in October. The Seminar
Theatre will deliver high-level insight into the key
issues affecting the industry, during the three
trade days (6 – 8 October) of the weeklong
exhibition. Each seminar session will consist of
an hour-long panel discussion, covering key topics
such as house building, government policy and
BIM. Starting on Tuesday morning, the keynote
presentation will feature the newly appointed
minister for construction, who will set out
parliamentary plans and policies for the
construction industry. There will also be sessions
on protecting construction from economic
weakness and improving the industry’s image
among investors and policy makers. Skills will be
the focus of the second day and the final day will
look at procurement and the supply chain, asking
how different construction disciplines can work
smarter together. Rounding off the final day will
be a dedicated session on the outlook for BIM. For
more
information
please
visit
www.ukconstructionweek.com or follow @UK_CW
on Twitter.
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Following extensive research among tradesmen, C.K
Magma has introduced the C.K Magma 18” Open Tool
Tote, further enhancing its range of premium storage. The
C.K Magma 18” Open Tool Tote is designed to suit the
needs of trade professionals and is a high quality, robust
and practical storage solution with an affordable price tag.
The tote features 12 vertical storage pockets, offering
instant, easy access to equipment. There is also a large
internal storage area with 33 additional pockets and
holders, letting tradesmen keep all tools neatly organised
to increase efficiency. For those carrying the tote on-site
from their vehicle, a padded shoulder strap provides
maximum comfort, while a heavy-duty steel handle bar ensures the tote can be comfortably
carried even when housing particularly heavy items. The tote also features adjustable straps
designed to hold a large aluminium level securely when on the move. In line with the existing C.K
Magma range, the tote is built to withstand the rigors of building sites and industrial
environments. It features a durable 600 denier polyester construction, rigid frame and 100%
waterproof and crackproof polymer base to protect against wear and tear, particularly when
working outdoors in bad weather. For further information visit www.ck-magma.com
Enquiry 47
or call 01758 704704.

Bilco Improves Roof Top Safety with the New Step Over Stair
Bilco has improved rooftop safety with the launch of its new Step Over
Stair range. The new Step Over Stair provides a safe means of passage
in the form of a short stairway over rooftop obstacles such as air
conditioning or ventilation ductwork. The Step Over Stair is available in
either mill finished aluminium or galvanised steel and is designed to
precise specifications, according to each site’s requirements. It is
available as fixed (with penetrative fixing) or as a free standing stair.
The fixed stair is bolted to the roof to provide a permanent safe route
over long-term hazards in frequently accessed areas. The free standing
stair has adjustable legs to negotiate height variations, and does not
penetrate the roof with permanent fixings. Managing Director James Fisher said, “Flat roofs are
often home to potential trip hazards such as ducting and plant equipment, which can prevent
safe, easy access to specific areas of the roof space. With more essential building services plant
and telecoms equipment being situated on rooftops, our new Step Over Stair will be an additional
safety precaution for service personnel who provide ongoing maintenance.” For further details
visit www.bilcouk.com.
Enquiry
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Sika Sarnafil Showcases Commitment to Contractors
As part of its on-going commitment to training and
innovation within the roofing industry, Sika Sarnafil
recently hosted three launch events for contractors,
showcasing its latest product launches and future
developments. Hosted at Sika’s Centre for Excellence
for Liquid Applied Membranes in Preston, the Centre
for Excellence for Single-ply Membranes in Welwyn
Garden City and Dunblane, contractors from across
the UK took part in interactive workshops hosted by
the Sika Sarnafil applications team. Live
demonstrations of the new Sarnafil Self Adhered
Membrane and a soon-to-be-released Spray Applied Adhesive were followed by a preview of the
new Sarnamatic 681 welding machine. Product manager, Dean Grady, then gave attendees an
up-close look at the Solaroof system, a new solar panel mount package that offers a full system
guarantee. The events are part of a wider programme of training courses and support offered
across the Sika roofing brands, with over 5,000 fitters and contractors having received a Sika
Sarnafil accreditation alone. For more information on Sika Sarnafil’s products and services, call
01707 394444, email sarnafilroofing@uk.sika.com or visit www.sarnafil.co.uk.
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Two New Members Strengthen Ecotherm Insulation sales Team
UK rigid polyisocyanurate (PIR) insulation
manufacturer, EcoTherm Insulation UK Ltd,
are pleased to announce the appointment of
two new members to their external sales
team. The new Area Sales Managers cover
London, the East and South of England and
bring vital expertise and industry experience
to the team. Guvvi Basra, now responsible for
the East and North London areas, joins
EcoTherm following several successful years
with Ridgeons Builders Merchants. Having an
understanding of the insulation industry and the merchant route to market, Guvvi is readily
equipped with the skills to provide first class support to the area with immediate effect.
EcoTherm’s new recruit for South London & South East region may already be known to some of
EcoTherm’s customers. Kate Antill has been Technical Services Advisor for over two years and
is now stepping up to Area Sales Manager. Kate’s technical expertise and company knowledge
will provide a great advantage in her new role. This coupled with her customer services
background and personable approach, will provide the demanding area with the strong support
presence it needs. For further information call 01702 520166, email: technical@ecotherm.co.uk
or visit www.ecotherm.co.uk/.
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Irish Self Build is B5 Beautiful
with Cembrit

Cembrit’s B5 corrugated sheeting has recently
been chosen as part of a renewable energy selfbuild project in Saintfield, Northern Ireland,
which sees 210 black sheets installed on both
the walls and roof of the property. Self builder,
Michael Montgomery, required a perfectly
scaled corrugated sheet for the roof and walls
of this property in the rural Irish countryside.
“Fibre cement corrugated sheeting is the
perfect aesthetic for use in the countryside,”
said Michael Montgomery, Self Builder. “My
requirement for the sheeting was that it would
not only suit the surroundings of the property,
but also accommodate the installation of solar
thermal panels. Cembrit B5 ticked all the
boxes.” Cembrit B5 metric corrugation is a
more modern and deeper profile than the
traditional 3 inch profile corrugated sheeting.
It can consequently be used to a lower pitch
and with smaller overlaps. B5 is available in
14 different lengths, ranging from 4' to 10' 6
and are approximately 40% wider than the
older 3 inch profile design offering better
coverage per sheet. For further information
visit
www.cembrit.co.uk,
email
sales@cembrit.co.uk or for a copy of the
technical data sheets tel: +44
(0)20 8301 8900.
Enquiry 36

Best Board for Value for Money

64% of builders say that value for money is
one of the best features of SterlingOSB.The
price of SterlingOSB - also known as
Sterlingboard - compared with plywood, is one
of the main reasons a builder will use it
according to a research project by Circle
Research which polled UK builders. The
average price of 18mm SterlingOSB is 24.6%
lower than that of softwood plywood.
SterlingOSB is a very strong, multi-layered
timber product which is very different from
plywood. Instead of being made from
alternate sheets of veneer placed at 90
degrees to each other, it is made from layering
strands of wood in specific orientations and
then bonding the layers with a resin. Being
produced in Scotland from local, sustainable,
FSC-accredited timber and produced to the
criteria of the environmental standard ISO
14401, SterlingOSB can be employed with
confidence when environmental credentials
are demanded. Norbord, one of the world’s
leading manufacturers of engineered woodbased panels, now produces six types of
SterlingOSB – SterlingOSB2, Sterling OSB3,
SterlingOSB T&G, SterlingOSB Roofdek,
SterlingOSB Sitecoat and a range of three new
SterlingOSB fire solutions.
For further
information, call 01786 812 921 or visit
www.norbord.net.
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SIGA Slate Celebrates 10 years
with Twitter Giveaway

Roofing contractors and architects submitted
an array of their work in response to the SIGA
Slate twitter competition #loveSIGAslate. The
judging panel of esteemed industry experts,
selected entries that best depicted the
aesthetic beauty and longevity of roofing slate
across the UK. The winners helping to celebrate
the 10 year Anniversary of SIGA Natural Slate
are:
l 1st winner of a slate experience trip to
Spain, for 3 days, for 2 people - Neil
Wilkinson Roofing - Teeside and Durham
l 2nd winner of a 16GB iPad Air - G Baker
Roofing - Maidstone
l 3rd winner of £50 Capital Bonds Vouchers Hereward Roofing - Peterborough
Neil Wilkinson, of Neil Wilkinson Roofing, SIGA
Slate’s first place winner, said “To be
recognised for our quality workmanship and
win a national competition was fantastic”. Neil
chose SIGA 39 from the Specification range,
saying: “We have been using this slate for five
years. The slate requires minimal sorting and
grading, with very little waste. Longevity is key
when laying slate, and with SIGA, and the
warranties they provide, we are completely
confident that we’re providing a quality product
to our customers”. For more information visit
www.sigaslate.co.uk or call (01480) 466777.
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Genuine Simpson Strong Tie
Connects with Customers

Sixty years following the release of its first
joint hanger, Simpson Strong Tie has
launched an innovative new marketing
campaign, taking its customers back to the
core of its company ethos – offering genuine
quality, service and innovation for the
construction industry.
Built on premium
service and product, the new ‘Genuine’
campaign puts the customer at the heart of
the business, reaffirming Simpson’s position
as a market leader in manufacturing
connectors for the construction trade.
Simpson’s versatile connectors, available
from selected DIY retailers, guarantee speed,
flexible order quantities and technical and
merchandising support for its end users –
both builder’s merchants and distributors
alike. Jon Head, Sales Director of the
Connector Division of Simpson Strong Tie,
said: “By talking to builders and architects
every day, our connectors have constantly
evolved with new features to help build better,
safer structures, saving the end user time and
providing essential piece of mind. “Despite
the emergence of new building methods and
alternative materials, Simpson Strong Tie has
remained steadfast and reliable in offering its
customers a ‘genuine’ connector, reflected
through our customer service, range and
affordability.
Visit www.strongtie.co.uk/simpson/genuine
or email csanders@strongtie.com to find out
more about Simpson Strong Tie’s campaign
and products.
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John Brash wins Greek Roofing
Award

SSQ Slate Helps Complete
Upper Rissington’s New Centre

The UK’s oldest importer of timber roofing
shingles, John Brash and Co. Ltd, has won an
industry award for its part in a project to restore
the historic Greek Theatre at Bradfield College
near Reading. The project won the Best Treated
Wood project at the first-ever Wood Protection
Association (WPA) Awards. The Greek Theatre
dates back to the 1890s and is world-renowned
as an amphitheatre for hosting plays in Ancient
Greek. It fell into disrepair and was condemned
in 2009 because of safety issues and access
problems, but a project to bring it back to life
has been capped off with the award win.
Company chairman, Christian Brash, said that
the architects specified Western Red Cedar
Shingles for the skene and the results of the
installation by Attley’s Roofing have been
dramatic. “The restoration of the Greek Theatre
at Bradfield College is very impressive and we
are very proud that our shingles draw the eye
when you step into the amphitheatre,” said
Christian. “To be the first winner in the first WPA
awards is also a special moment for us”. For
more information about John Brash and Co.
Ltd’s Western Red Cedar Shingles go to
www.johnbrash.co.uk

As part of the Upper Rissington, Gloucestershire
development project, SSQ Slate has worked with
Kier Construction to provide approximately
10,000 Del Carmen First grade slates for
installation on the new community centre roof.
The new Rissington community centre is set
within a wider housing scheme and required that
all materials used would be able to contribute to
Kier Construction’s overall environmental target.
As such, the longevity of any products chosen
needed to be carefully considered, as did the
aesthetic look of the materials. David Chatfield,
Quantity Surveyor for Kier Construction
commented: “We decided to use SSQ Slates on
the Rissington Community Centre project
because they provided superior slates at best
market value.” In order to achieve a professional
finish, McDonnell Price Roofing Contractors
installed SSQ’s Del Carmen First grade slates.
Brandon McDonnell, Business Development
Manager at McDonnell Price said: “In order to
achieve a professional finish, delivering an
aesthetic look and feel that was sympathetic to
the slate itself, we installed the Del Carmen slates
using aluminium nails. Measuring 500x250mm,
the slates lent themselves well to this project,
ensuring maximum coverage without impairing
the final look.” For more information on SSQ
Slate visit www.ssqgroup.com.
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Self Adhered Membrane with
Benefits for All

Installation times can be cut by up to 50 per
cent, with no need for the use of adhesives on
site courtesy of the new Sarnafil Self Adhered
membrane from Sika Sarnafil. A self adhered
hot air weldable roof membrane – Sarnafil G410
FSA – combines all the traditional and proven
advantages of a Sarnafil membrane with fast
and easy installation thanks to a strong self
adhered attachment method. Instant adhesion
means time and money can be saved and the
peel and stick application provides instant wind
uplift resistance. This multi layer synthetic
roofing membrane is a premium quality
polyvinyl chloride (PVC) with an inlay of glass
non-woven for dimensional stability and self
adhesive polyester fleece backing. The
membrane contains ultraviolet light stabilisers
which assist weathering in direct exposure and
is flame retardant.
Suitable for new
construction and refurbishment projects on
smooth substrates, Sarnafil Self Adhered is
prepared with an uncoated welding edge to
ensure that a strong welding seam is achieved
in the overlap. With no built in stress at the
time of production the membrane is a
dimensionally stable product. Full details are
available by calling 01707 394444, emailing
sarnafilroofing@uk.sika.com,
or
visiting
www.sarnafil.co.uk.
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Skyline Provides Unique Solution at Fire Station
Skyline fascia soffits from Alumasc Rainwater have
been used on the roof of a Manchester fire station, as
a unique solution to their training needs. The station
is fully operational and also provides training facilities
to both new and existing firefighters, including cadets
from 14-17 year olds. The bricwork on the parapet
wall of the fire station roof had started to blow, so to
prevent further damage and to improve the aesthetics
of the building, the parapet wall was recladded. This
area is also used in training sessions by firefighters
abseiling down the side of the building, so the new
cladding needed protection, resulting in the
specification of 30 metres of Alumasc’s Skyline coping and vertical fascia systems. The installation
was carried out by Alumasc’s approved contractor, Roweaver Developments and overseen by
Architect Warburton Associates of Salford. Uniquely, the Skyline installation was tailored to provide
additional reinforcement on the areas used for training, and to visually differentiate them, these
areas were finished with Alumasc’s BBA Approved powder coating in a bespoke red, with the
remainder in grey. For more information visit www.alumascskyline.co.uk. For literature, call 0333
5771 5008.
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Latchways Leads Industry with BIM Ready Portfolio
Latchways, the global leader in fall protection, has
announced a portfolio of roofing products that are now BIM
ready. Since April 2015, architects, specifiers and
contractors have full access to easily downloadable families
of BIM components compatible with Revit software,
through The National BIM Library and Latchways.com.
Latchways has long since recognised the value and benefits
BIM capabilities will bring to its customers. By integrating
fall protection at the design stage, architects and specifiers
get an entirely simplified process which at the same time
offers more complexity and more intelligence. Dean Grady,
Product Manager - Roofing, Sika Limited comments: “BIM is becoming more and more important,
and, for us, the more we can do at the design stage of a project the better. We’ve been impressed
by what we’ve seen from Latchways so far - models are very advanced and help ensure that when a
Sika roofing system is specified it can be complimented with a fully tested and compliant fall
protection solution from Latchways.” The Latchways Constant Force® roofing systems currently
available for BIM are: Standing Seam, BUOS Composite, Single-ply and Green Roofs. The company
has future plans to expand its BIM offering to overhead and vertical systems. For further information
email info@latchways.com or see www.latchways.com.
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Changes to BS 5534
Mandatory updates to the British Standard for Slating
and Tiling - BS 5534 came into effect in March 2015.
Seen as one of the most influential updates of recent
years, it acts as a key Code of Practice ensuring quality
and reliability. Firstly, the new standard has set that
mortar alone is not sufficient at fixing tiles to fittings
on a roof, and therefore components including ridges,
hips and verges will now require further mechanical
fixing. Hambleside Danelaw carries patented industry
leading Dry Fix products as a far more reliable method
of installation. Secondly, all single lap tiles will now
require mechanical fixings to ensure a secure hold;
clipping may also be required. Thirdly, the updates include the requirement for secure lightweight
underlays. This is to reduce ‘ballooning’ due to increased risk of wind uplift expected from climate
change. As many projects started before the BS5534 changes, NHBC has applied a backstop until 1st
July, after which all roofs must comply with the revisions. To support a smooth transition to Standards
revisions, Hambleside Danelaw have now produced a mechanical fixing kit for applications where the
traditional appearance of mortar bedded ridge and hip tiles is still required. Visit www.hamblesidedanelaw.co.uk.
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Pasquill’s Bodmin Branch Gets FSC Certification in Super Quick Time
The Bodmin branch of Pasquill, the UK’s largest supplier of roof trusses, has taken just three days to
secure FSC certification on its metal web joists and roof trusses from BM TRADA. When the timber
company found itself on the verge of winning a substantial public sector contract involving the
conversion of an aircraft hangar into offices, it became clear that FSC certification for trusses and
metal web joists would be a condition of the supply deal. Pasquill, which already had PEFC certification
in place, contacted BM TRADA after switching timber suppliers. BM TRADA responded swiftly, carrying
out a full audit, and just three days later informed
Pasquill’s Bodmin branch that it had achieved FSC
certification for both metal web joists and roof
trusses. The certification success has now helped
the company to secure the public sector aircraft
hangar contract. Commenting, Pasquill’s Branch
Manager, Darren Wisdom, said: “We understand we
are one of the first suppliers to have achieved both
PEFC and FSC certification for the TR26 softwood
we use to manufacture metal web joists and roof
trusses. I’d just like to thank the great team we have
here at our Bodmin branch.”
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Don’t Slate It! Sandtoft Adds
New Rivius Tile to Slate Range

Sandtoft, the roof brand of leading supplier of
wall, roof and landscaping innovations,
Wienerberger, has announced the launch of the
ground-breaking new Rivius roof tile – a product
that boasts all the aesthetic beauty of slate, with
all of the benefits of a clay roof tile. The Rivius
tile is an authentic alternative to slate, a
material that is time-consuming, complex and
costly to lay. Rivius, an interlocking clay tile with
no need for double lapping, meaning it is faster
to install. It is far cheaper due to its large
format, with money saved on labour costs due
to the quicker install time as well as clay being
a more cost-effective material than traditional
slate. Rivius is manufactured using bespoke
moulds, crafted from the imprints of Welsh and
Cumbrian slate to ensure the intricate texture
and defined detail of natural slate is reflected in
the final clay product. The new Rivius joins the
New Generation portfolio- a range renowned for
its interlocking format, easy to lay open gauge
and is around 50% more cost effective than
natural slate, whilst being a true authentic slate
in appearance. For more information visit
http://www.wienerberger.co.uk/.
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The Only Way is Ecotherm
The Billericay School’s new multi-million pound expansion is
getting top grades thanks to Eco-Bond, Eco-Fix and tapered flat
roof insulation product Taper-Bond from EcoTherm Insulation.
The expansion work, overseen by SDC Construction, includes the
refurbishment and extension of the existing three-storey Block C
building, creating new classrooms and science laboratories. In
addition, a new state-of-the-art construction will accommodate
the modern languages and music blocks, designed by Sprunt
Architects. EcoTherm Insulation products were installed on the
roofs using two different single-ply build-ups, designed and
supplied by tapered insulation specialists Building Innovation, which provides all of EcoTherm’s
tapered PIR roof scheme solutions from design to delivery and beyond. For the extension roof,
EcoTherm Eco-Bond and Taper-Bond were installed beneath a fully adhered single-ply membrane.
The lightweight products are easily cut to size with a hand saw or knife, allowing fast-track
installations and achieving a U-value of 0.18W/m²K. The tapered insulation product both insulates
and creates falls for drainage. Voland Roofing fitted Eco-Fix as part of Building Innovation’s tapered
ASPIRE solution - a hybrid system incorporating different insulation materials to achieve excellent
performance. Call 01702 520166, email technical@ecotherm.co.uk or visit
Enquiry 19
www.ecotherm.co.uk/.

Blackdown Green Roof Provides Unique Space at Greenwich University
A Blackdown green roof from Alumasc provides one of the main
features at the new School of Architecture and Construction at
The University of Greenwich. Officially opened in December 2014,
the £78m newbuild development is based in Stockwell Street
within Maritime Greenwich on the UNESCO World Heritage Site.
The project also included a new library, and features a series of
terraced roofs, comprising 14 interlinked teaching gardens,
forming the largest multifunctional roof space in London. 2 To
facilitate this pioneering green roof design, a total of 3,407m of
green roofing System from Alumasc was specified by architects,
Heneghan Peng, and Landscape Architects Allen Scott, and installed by Blackdown. The new building
had to be ‘demonstrably sustainable’ minimising environmental impact and use of resources. The
Blackdown green roof system creates a living laboratory where the sustainability of new ideas in
landscape and architecture can be tested, and innovations developed and applied. Glenn O’Brien,
Architect at Heneghan Peng, said: “These roofs are already helping students and staff to extend their
understanding of environmental infrastructure and of landscaped and green spaces across
increasingly urbanised areas.” The 14 interlinked terraces have already received a BREEAM
Innovation award. For further details call 03335 771 500 or visit
www.alumascroofing.co.uk.
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A Victorian Addition to the
Redland Family

Redland is introducing a new tile colour to its
hugely successful Rosemary Clay Craftsman
range after seeing an increase in demand from
customers. The Victorian colour is much darker
and grittier than the original Albury and
Hawkhurst colours giving roofs a greater depth
of
texture
and
character.
A
unique
manufacturing process gives the newly-released
Victorian colour the look and style of a premium
heritage tile combined with the strength and
reliability of modern-day manufacturing. The
Craftsman Victorian, with its distinctive black
patterning and pitted surface imitates a wellweathered tile. Launched in 2013 to mark the
175th anniversary of the first-ever Rosemary tile
being sold in the UK, the Craftsman range
replicates the aesthetics of genuine handmade
clay tiles. All Craftsman tiles have a textured
surface and underside, combined with textured
and sanded sides and front edge. Other
characteristics are the irregular front edge
distortion and varying hanging length. David
Patrick, head of marketing at Redland, said:
“Market research showed customers wanted a
darker, more aged-looking tile to fit in with
areas of conservation, particularly around the
South East. We have given them what they
asked for.” To find out more visit
www.redland.co.uk.
Enquiry 26
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Bilco Improves Roof Top Safety
with the New Step Over Stair

Bilco has improved rooftop safety with the
launch of its new Step Over Stair range. The
new Step Over Stair provides a safe means of
passage in the form of a short stairway over
rooftop obstacles such as air conditioning or
ventilation ductwork. The Step Over Stair is
available in either mill finished aluminium or
galvanised steel and is designed to precise
specifications, according to each site’s
requirements. It is available as fixed (with
penetrative fixing) or as a free standing stair.
The fixed stair is bolted to the roof to provide a
permanent safe route over long-term hazards
in frequently accessed areas.
The free
standing stair has adjustable legs to negotiate
height variations, and does not penetrate the
roof with permanent fixings.
Managing
Director James Fisher said, “Flat roofs are
often home to potential trip hazards such as
ducting and plant equipment, which can
prevent safe, easy access to specific areas of
the roof space. With more essential building
services plant and telecoms equipment being
situated on rooftops, our new Step Over Stair
will be an additional safety precaution for
service personnel who provide ongoing
maintenance.” For further details visit
www.bilcouk.com.
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Sika Sarnafil Specified for UK Border Agency
The UK Border Agency in Cardiff now boasts a total of 750sq m of
Sika Sarnafil single ply roofing after a skilful refurbishment by
Reading-based Owlsworth Roofing. In 2013 The UK Border Agency
had severe concerns about standing water on the flat roof on their
building and the large quantity of roof-mounted air conditioning
plant which would likely hamper the effectiveness of any repairs.
Contacted by Interserve, Owlsworth Roofing advised a long-term
and cost-effective waterproofing solution, installing Sika Sarnafil
G410-15ELF thanks to its outstanding resistance to weathering
and ease of installation. The internal upstand kerbs needed to be
raised to fully surround the stone parapet around the external elevations of the building. This was
in order to accommodate the increased thickness of insulation, which exceeded 300mm in places.
The stone parapet was covered with a layer of Sarnafil G410-15EL membrane, finished with prefabricated Sarnametal edge trims around the entire perimeter. The original roof mounted plant was
carefully reinstated on a combination of G445-13 protection sheet and inverted G410-15ELF
sacrificial pads and then reconnected. This was followed by reinstalling the roof mounted handrails
and adding a new non-slip Sarnatred walkway for future access and maintenance. The project was
completed in April 2014. For more information call 01707 394444, email
sarnafilroofing@uk.sika.com or visit www.sarnafil.co.uk.
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Approved Alternative to Welsh Slate, SIGA 32, Chosen
SIGA Slate was carefully selected for the renovation of
Hounds Road, a private residential property in
Chipping Sodbury, Bristol. The roofing renovation took
place on a stone farmhouse and storage building, and
was carried out by Cains building services Ltd of
Kingswood, Bristol. In total, approximately 4,200
500x250 slates were laid over a 210m2 area. SIGA’s
take off service was utilised to assist with quantities
and ensure accuracy. Hounds Road is in an area where
roofing materials require Welsh Park Conservation
Officer approval, and SIGA 32 was chosen as an
approved alternative to Welsh slate, originally used in
the area. The roofscape required a high end finish, which SIGA 32 offers aesthetically, as its
blue/grey colouring replicates closely historical Welsh quarries, such as Ffestiniog. Longevity of the
slate used was an essential prerequisite and SIGA 32 provided this, with its warranty of 75 years,
backed by SIG, a FTSE250 company, and its T1S1A1 rating. SIGA 32 is one of the strongest,
hardest slates available from Spain and combines excellent durability with a rugged, natural
texture. The renovation was completed on time, thanks to SIGA’s speed of delivery and stock
holding. For further information, visit www.sigaslate.co.uk or contact 01480 466777.
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Diary

Tom Armitt Joins Delvemade
Tom Armitt has joined Delvemade Limited, the
Seamsil Cut Edge Corrosion treatment
specialist, as Product Manager. Tom, graduated
from Birmingham University in 2009 with a BA
Honours. In 2012, shortly after he gained his
masters, in drama and education, he joined his
familyʼs business Itac, thus becoming the first
person in a fifth generation to do so. Manchester
based Itac, is the highly successful, independent
adhesive and coatings formulator and
manufacturer, that helped Delvemade develop its patented silicone
external repair system for cut edge corrosion on profiled plastisol/PVDF
coated steel roof sheeting, over twenty years ago. Tom spent 2 years at
Itac, working as an operator at shop floor level, in the factory observing
first hand the processes involved in the manufacture of Delvemade
products Seamsil, Delcote and Delglaze, amongst many others. Last
year Delvemade became an independent subsidiary of Itac, creating new
opportunities within the business. Tomʼs new role involves business
liaison and product facilitation with Delvemade distributor Giromax. He
will also take an active role in promoting and delivering Delvemadeʼs
ever popular CPD road-show seminars to RICS and RIBA members, as
well as other specifiers and students - where his teaching qualifications
and experience should pay dividends. Contact Delvemade on 01204
868604 email: delvemade@itac.uk.com or visit www.delvemade.co.uk.
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Faster Internal Finish with Unispan MW Roof Panels
Unispan MW structural insulated roof
panels from UNILIN allow better
performing thermal roof structures
and with a wide range of internal
finishes they can help to bring roof
spaces to life too. Using Mineral Wool
insulation for a more ecological
alternative to PIR foam, Unispan MW
panels are available with OSB,
plywood, chipboard, white painted
chipboard, gypsum fibreboard and
tongue and groove inner lining, leaving
a ready for final-finish or completely
finished internal roof. Helping interior trades to work faster and smarter,
as well as realising more space thanks to reduced supporting materials
over traditional constructions, Unispan MW panels are ideal for
developments looking to maximise functionality from small footprints.
Unispan MW panels are a structural sandwich panel available in a range
of different thicknesses dependant on the insulation values required.
Suitable for pitched and flat roofs, the factory-made nature of the panels
eliminates many of the difficulties in achieving efficient thermal
insulation. This makes the system ideal for designing roof structures with
excellent thermal performance on paper that deliver in real world
situations. For further information contact UNILIN, division insulation, on
0032 5673 5091, info.insulation@unilin.com, www.unilininsulation.com.
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Events for the roofing industry
2-4 June 2015
Plantworx
UK’s largest ‘working’ construction equipment event. a Huge
selection of construction equipment from plant & tool hire, civil
engineering & groundworks sectors.
135K m2 exhibition area. 320 exhibitors expected. 4th June focus
onnext generation apprentices/students.
Bruntingthorpe Aerodrome, Leicestershire
www.plantworx.co.uk/
16-18 June 2015
Safety & Health International
Occupational health and safety event for H & S professionals, colocated with IOSH conference. 2015 includes dedicated
construction safety and PPE/workwear areas.
2014: 15,000 visitors, 340 exhibitors
Excel Centre, London www.safety-health-expo.co.uk/
18-19 June 2015
London Build Expo 2015
New construction exhibition focusing on the construction boom
in London and the South of England.
200+ exhibitors expected.
O2 Arena, London www.londonbuildexpo.com/
7 July 2015
Offsite Construction - The Future of House Building
Focus on housebuilding. Exploring current thinking and new
technologies.
National Motorcycle Museum, Birmingham
www.exploreoffsite.co.uk/
25-27 September 2015
Screwfix LIVE 2015
Trades & consumer DIY show; product demonstrations, offers &
competitions from Screwfix 130+ supplier brands.
FIVE, Farnborough Airport, Hants. http://screwfixlive.com/
6-7 October 2015
Timber Expo
Latest products, innovations and developments across the
timber sector
2014: 6,001 visitors, 64 exhibitors
NEC, Birmingham www.timber-expo.co.uk/
6-11 October 2015

New Board Appointment at Avonside Group
Avonside Group, the UK’s largest roofing
contractor has announced the addition of
a new member to its Main Board as part
of a restructure designed to underpin its
ambitious growth plans in the next stage
of its development. Eddie Stanton joins
the Board as Group Sales and Marketing
Director to drive organic growth within the
Group’s core market sectors. He joins
after a successful spell at Stewart Milne
Timber Systems, having previously
worked for various construction Blue Chip
brands. ‘’I am delighted to be joining the
Board of such a dynamic and ambitious
organisation as the Avonside Group.
Having demonstrated their ability to
deliver growth even in the most difficult market conditions, plans are
being developed to work closely with our client base to continue this
trend.’’ He continued ‘’Based upon the quality, depth and UK wide
coverage of our workforce one of our key aims will be to build key
strategic relationships in the knowledge that we have the necessary
resources as the sector encounters a skills shortage.’’
Anyone requiring information about the range of building envelope
expertise available from Avonside Group Services should visit
www.avonsidegroupservices.co.uk, email info@avonsidegroup.co.uk or
telephone 0800 731 5982.
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Construction Week with The Build Show
New show aimed at builders, contractors, housebuilders,
merchants and construction professionals. Supported by main
industry organisations. Seminar programme, info &guidance,
policy & regs, H&S, CPD.
Includes Timber Expo, Smart Buildings, Energy, HVAC, Plant &
Machinery and more.
Part of ‘Construction Week’ which includes Grand Designs Live.
Projected trade attendance 50,000.
NEC, Birmingham http://www.buildshow.co.uk/
10-11 November 2015
Greenbuild with Buildings & Energy Efficiency (BEE)
Guidance on energy efficiency, green retrofit. Free conference
programmes with expert speakers. Incorporates Ignition, the
UK’s only woodfuel event.
Manchester Central, Manchester www.greenbuildexpo.co.uk/
19-21 November 2015
The Skills Show
Hosts roofing Skillbuild finals. Industries’ showcase to inform and
recruit young people. Buzzing with the energy of 14-20+ year
olds. 2014: 73,000 visitors
NEC, Birmingham www.theskillsshow.com
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