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Joined Up Roofing Industry Move

New Roofing Contractor Acquisitions Identified

The National Association of Rooflight

Manufacturers has become a member

organisation of the National Federation

of Roofing Contractors, in a move that

cements the working relationship between the two associations.

It is hoped that the new arrangement will create a more ‘joined up’ UK roofing industry in

which product manufacturers, designers and installers are able to speak with a more

unified voice to regulators.

NFRC CEO James Talman, said: “This formal link will strengthen the ties between these

two active and influential trade associations to the benefit of the whole roofing industry.  I

look forward to working with NARM to address the challenges we face maintaining

practical standards and effective regulation in a fast changing world and to ensure we

have a workforce competent to deliver safely the quality we need on-site.”

As Supplier Members of NFRC, NARM will have a permanent seat on the NFRC’s Roofing

Suppliers’ Group, which reports directly to the main board.

NARM Chairman Jon Shooter said: “We look forward to welcoming James Talman to our

next quarterly NARM meeting in May, at which we will be progressing a number of

initiatives currently under discussion.”

A new acquisition study, from market analysts Plimsoll Publishing Ltd, has named 220 of the UK’s

largest 1000 Roofing Contractors as highly attractive takeover targets.

The study warns that a combination of stock piling cash, low interest rates and ageing directors

has left these companies ripe for acquisition as the sector consolidates, evolves and starts to

prosper again.

Plimsoll’s David Pattison said: “These 220 businesses in the market are showing classic

acquisition criteria. They are all declining in financial strength, many have an aging board and are

still privately owned. Given the circumstances, it’s quite possible that perhaps some of the

directors will be looking to retire or even consider a sale.

“With these findings in mind it will be no surprise that we will see more acquisition activity. Let’s

also remember an acquisition should not been seen as a negative thing, it’s an opportunity for

both the buyer and the seller – the buyers get to take on a new business and invest, the sellers get

to belong to a new company and get a whole new future.”

The new Plimsoll Acquisition Study into the UK Roofing Contractors industry, priced at £350+vat,

provides an in-depth industry analysis of the leading players in the market. The report contains a

valuation, acquisition attractiveness score and overall financial rating for each company. It is

designed to help anyone looking at buying or selling companies to understand the options open to

them.

Roofing Today readers are entitled to a £50 discount by calling 01642 626419 and quoting

reference PR/Roof.

For more information contact Chris Glancey on 01642 626 419 or alternatively email

chrisg@plimsoll.co.uk.

In April this year Marley Eternit announced the £13m

acquisition of John Brash & Co.

Former chairman of John Brash, Christian Brash, was the

fourth generation of his family to own the 110-year-old

Gainsborough-based timber specialist company,

manufacturers of the well-known JB –RED brand of

roofing battens. With 120 employees, John Brash

weathered the 2008 economic storms and more recently

capitalised on the need for pre-graded battens as the

roofing industry adopted BS5534, to reach a turnover of

£38m. 

So what made Christian Brash sell the family business?

“For 30 years I’ve been heading out to customers, flying to

suppliers. It was time to consider the future and

succession planning and what’s right for the business and

family.

“It was a difficult decision and a few years too early really

for me, but hopefully the name and brand will continue a

long way into the future. The business will now go on a

step further than the family could have taken it. And it has

secured a future for Gainsborough with the backing of the

UK’s leading tile manufacturer.

“The two brands sit well together and the John Brash

acquisition allows Marley Eternit to offer a whole roofing

system as a single solution to customers. That means they

can give a full package guarantee - an attractive

proposition - which might extend the brand into Europe.

On Brexit, Christian pointed out that, for companies such

as John Brash, trading in the EU is straightforward;

outside Europe trading becomes more complex: “A no to

Brexit maintains the status quo for certainty and

investment.

“But Europe apart, there’s a lot else going on in the

roofing industry. I’ve seen some significant changes in my

time; it’ll be interesting to now view it from a different

perspective.

"I would like to thank everybody that has supported me

and John Brash over my 34 years in the roofing industry. I

trust and hope this will continue into the future with the

new owners.  It’s a great industry to be in and one with a

very bright future. I’d like to think that John Brash has

played its part in leading the industry forward and

improving quality and standards.”

Jackie Biswell, director of Lowestoft -based

Apex Roofing has won a national award that

celebrates women in the construction industry.

Jackie’s win of ‘Business Leader of the Year’

at the annual Women in Construction awards

recognises the success she has had in

building Apex Roofing from a start-up into a

high turnover, well-respected firm with

national contracts in just three years.

As well as winning national contracts, Jackie

has invested in training a team of apprentices,

trainees and new employees.

Her active role as Director sees her oversee the

day to day running of sites and projects, as

well as pushing Apex to achieve the highest

standards of health and safety.

On the award Jackie said: “I’m just blown

away by winning and it’s fantastic to be

recognised from amongst a group of such hard-

working and driven women.

“The Women in Construction awards is so important because it proves that construction

doesn’t have to be just a man’s world, and that women really can progress in the

industry.”

National Award Win for Apex Roofing Director 

Roofing Specialist Continues Durrant Consulting 
Mark Sulik has taken over Durrant Consulting providing specialist

defect consultancy for flat roofing, mastic asphalt and general

waterproofing projects. Mark comes from a 33 year roofing career at

Oxfordshire-based Midland Roofing and The Oxford Asphalt

Company.

Fellow of the Institute of Roofing, Mark plans to expand the

consultancy’s work welcoming clients from across the UK and

abroad.

Founder of Durrant Consulting, Derek Durrant now retires after 32 years. 

What Made Christian Brash
Sell his Family Business?

John Blowers 
1947-2016

The Mastic Asphalt Council (MAC) has

announced the sad death of John Blowers, the

Council’s long serving Director/Secretary, who

passed away peacefully on 27th April at the age

of 69. John was the backbone and guiding light of

the Mastic Asphalt Council for more than two

decades and will be sorely missed.

During his 50 years in the industry John helped to

pioneer many innovations that enabled mastic

asphalt to remain a major force within the

construction industry. John was directly

responsible for introducing a carbon zero policy

for both the manufacture and installation of

mastic asphalt; he was the driving force behind

the policy to introduce advanced polymer

modified grades of mastic asphalt and, more

recently, was instrumental in the introduction of

‘Terrazzo’ style mastic asphalt flooring, which

has been instrumental in taking the industry

forward into the 21st Century.

John enjoyed a long and distinguished career in

the industry; after leaving Limmer and Trinidad

he joined Durable where he eventually attained

the position of Managing Director. 

After leaving Durable, John worked as an

independent consultant for a short while before

accepting the role of MAPA Technical Director.

On the retirement of his fellow MACEF Director –

Alan Constantine – John accepted the role of

Director/Secretary of the newly formed MAC – an

organisation representing both the producers and

contractors in the mastic asphalt industry.  John

continued in this role for some 28 years right up

until the time of his recent death; he was a well-

known and well respected figure within the

industry.

During his time with MAPA John met and

married Kay. They worked closely together at

MAC and represented the UK at various European

IMMA functions.  John was a proud member of

the IMMA Council and together they attended

many of the Annual Congress Meetings hosted

across Europe. 

Apart from Kay, John also leaves children,

Michelle and Lee and granddaughters, Chloe and

Ava Rose.

New Funding for Construction Trailblazers 
CITB has launched a new fund for employers investing in higher Trailblazer Apprenticeships.

The Trailblazer Apprenticeship Fund, which opened in May, offers grants to employers training

apprentices at levels 4-7, up to post-graduate qualifications. The fund is a transitory measure,

pending the Government announcing full details about its Apprenticeship Levy and CITB

completing its ongoing reform of grant funding.

Trailblazers are new apprenticeship standards devised by a group of employers for specific

occupations within their industry, allowing employers to create a workforce with the skills needed.

Geeta Nathan, Head of Economic Analysis, says: “Trailblazer Apprenticeships are vital to

equipping construction workers with the right skills. They set new and relevant standards for the

industry and will help minimise the risk of skills gaps in the future.

Employers can claim £75 per day for off-the-job attendance on Trailblazer Apprenticeship training

at Level 4 or above. The funding is payable to a maximum of 35 days per Grants Scheme year,

which equates to £2,625 per year. Claims can be backdated to September 2015, in line with the

academic year.

mailto:chrisg@plimsoll.co.uk


Heritage Roofing

Page 6  Roofing Today    Roofing Today   Page 7

themselves, you could open up your firm to large fines and possible custodial sentences. It is true

that in some cases ascertaining a bat licence can delay a project, but if planned carefully in the

initial stages this should not be a major issue.

Time it right

Depending on the circumstances and season, the ecologist may well advise that whilst a roost is

present, it is no longer active and works can continue unhindered, ensuring measures are put in

place to provide future bat access.

The ideal time to proceed with reroofing buildings in which bats are known to be present will often

be suggested as September-March, when the summer roosts are vacated. However, other factors

need to be considered and the consultant ecologist will advise on the appropriate methods and

timings to minimise disturbance during sensitive periods.

On larger projects work can perhaps be done in phases to allow bats to be relocated to other areas

while reroofing is carried out. A further option is to provide alternative roosts elsewhere on site,

using outbuildings or temporary bat boxes. 

We worked recently on a large stately home in South Yorkshire that had evidence of an inactive

roost. Whilst bats were living in other buildings on the estate, there was no reason to delay the job,

which had been planned for the warmer summer months to aid the large amount of pointing and

masonry work that was needed.

The project was undertaken in close liaison with a local ecologist who advised on sequencing and

the method of works, without causing any delays to the programme or disruption to our usual

practises. 

We have found that working proactively alongside ecologists is usually a very amicable and

straightforward relationship. When they are aware that you are taking the right precautions and

Bats: commonly associated with Halloween,

these much maligned mammals are thought to be

the stuff of nightmares for roofers too, particularly

those of us in the heritage sector. 

Clients and the uninformed or inexperienced in

our industry perceive the discovery of these

nocturnal creatures to open a can of worms from

which red tape, delays and interfering specialists

will spring; but, it is my contention that handled

knowledgably and professionally, they needn’t

impact greatly on a project or cause extra

expense. 

Spot the signs

If you work on heritage roofs you are inevitably

going to encounter bats at some point. Like many

other native wild animals, they are protected and

need to be dealt with correctly. There’s no

denying their presence can hinder certain

refurbishments and sometimes cause major

issues, but in the majority of cases, work can be

organised to respect the animal’s habitat and still

ensure the job runs smoothly. 

There are at present 18 species of bat in the UK,

all of which can roost in our buildings. Some of

the most common, such as pipistrelles and

brown long-eared bats, are very reliant on the

structural environment, particularly during the

breeding season. They can be extremely small

and will enter a property through the tiniest

gaps, seeking dark, dry places to roost. They are

commonly found under ridge tiles and lead

flashings, the back of slates and in gaps in

sarking boarding. 

For these reasons, you may not be aware of their

presence, so in the first instance we always

suggest recruiting an ecologist to carry out an

assessment of the building’s bat roost potential

and undertake the appropriate surveys.

Advice on who to contact can be sought from

Natural England [http://bit.ly/1xTWuZV] who

will point you in the right direction. Alternatively,

there are many private ecology firms that can

carry out surveys on your behalf and will apply

for the necessary mitigation licence if necessary.

Proceeding without this information is foolhardy.

Notwithstanding the effect on the bats

proceeding in the correct manner, we have found these specialists to be nothing but helpful

and accommodating, respecting the needs of the client and contractors, as well as

providing the best care for the bats.

Research suitable products

The use of breather membranes is highly contentious when discussing reroofing projects

that involve bats.

The market is now flooded with products designed to elicit the best possible results

against the requirements of Building Regulations and energy efficiency, but although these

membranes will improve the roof’s thermal performance, they can be particularly harmful to

our furry friends. 

Breather membranes are produced from layers of non-woven materials that are spun-bonded

and their fibrous nature can cause bats to become entangled and unable to escape.

Furthermore, lighter coloured membranes produce a less hospitable environment for bats

than the darker climates offered by a traditional bitumen based 1F underlay.

Some will argue breather membranes must be used to ventilate a roof space, but additional

air circulation is always required, regardless of which product you choose. 

On the stately home project referred to earlier, the ecologist suggested a compromise. We

installed high performance breather membrane on the main body of the roof slopes, with 1F

underlay strips at the eaves, valleys and ridge details, where bats were most likely to roost. 

Another option that has been utilised by certain consultants is to incorporate a Netlon

mesh on the underside of the breather membrane, as it is thought to prevent entanglement.

But before adopting this method, it does need to be agreed with your ecologist first.

We would suggest the important thing is that all parties engage in discussion prior to work

being carried out, to ensure the materials specified are not only appropriate to the project,

but also that any animal residents are protected.

Finishing touches

Even if bats are not present during your work, it is important to ensure access points are

incorporated into the finishing detail. 

These can vary in size and type, depending on the roof covering and the type of bat known

to be present. Over the years, we have used everything from a standard clay tile vent to

bespoke openings in the lead ridge, created by our lead working experts. 

In the following season, the ecologist will monitor the building to see if the roost is being

used again and check access points are working as intended. This continued assessment

will form part of the licence and is a key component in the re-roofing process. 

As heritage specialists, we perhaps encounter bats more often than most, but in our

experience, working around them is far less painful than people think. 

It is a mistake to assume they are exclusive to older properties – they just tend to have

more suitable openings. We were involved in the remodelling of a 1970’s college building in

Chesterfield, in which bats were known to roost. Although it was considerably newer than

our usual projects, the same processes and techniques were used to provide a high quality

finish, incorporating bat access into a medium mixed brindle rosemary clay tile roof. 

Covering
Your Bat
Nick Brooks, director at Martin-Brooks

Refurbishing heritage properties always requires a fair

amount of planning work – bats or no bats – and ecological

considerations generally play an important role. 

Much of this preparation may be done by other parties

before a roofing contractor is employed and therefore, the

extra effort or cost to you will be negligible. If you do

become fully involved in the process, forewarned is

forearmed. Proceed with care and consideration and this

perceived problem should not be a cause for concern. 

Nick Brooks is a director at Sheffield-based
roofing specialists, Martin-Brooks. The firm is a
member of the NFRC’s heritage register and
has worked on some of the UK’s most historic
properties.

Bat photo’s kindly supplied by Bat Conservation Trust,
(c) Hugh Clark www.bats.org.uk

Anyone who has bats in their dwelling house and needs
information is entitled to free advice from their statutory nature
conservation organisation (SNCO).  In England, the Bat
Conservation Trust provides this advice on behalf of Natural
England.  You may also be entitled to a free visit and advice for
small scale building works such as re-roofing in dwellings with
known roosts (including those requiring listed building consent
but where planning permission isn’t required). Call the National
Bat Helpline for advice on 0345 1300 228. You can find out
more about this here:
www.bats.org.uk/pages/building_remedial_work.html

Brown long eared bat & pipistrell bat in flight

Lead ridge with bat access

Incorporating bat access into a clay tile roof

Compromise on membranes is often possible with the advice
of an ecologist consultant

Brown long-eared bats at rest

http://bit.ly/1xTWuZV]
http://www.bats.org.uk
http://www.bats.org.uk/pages/building_remedial_work.html
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Green roofs offer a number of benefits to their surrounding environments and as a

result their popularity has steadily grown. However, roofing contractors have

traditionally called in specialist companies because of the difficulty of installing the

systems.  As a result, they have missed out on an additional revenue stream.

Many planning authorities now require green roofs to be specified on new

developments and in urban areas. In fact, Cotswold District Council, for example,

has included the following recommendation within its building regulations:

“We encourage residents and developers to create green or living roofs for many

sorts of buildings, from garden sheds to major retail outlets.”

Green roofs can help to combat the impact of climate change reducing storm water

run-off velocity and volumes. Germany, Denmark and Switzerland, for example,

promote green roofs as a key element of flood mitigation strategies and sustainable

drainage. Green roofs can also reduce the negative effects of urbanization. They offer

protection of the roofing membrane from exposure to UV rays, increasing buildings’

longevity and providing a solution to the loss of green amenity spaces in cities.

They also absorb nitrous oxide, associated with urban vehicle pollution, for a

cleaner environment. A green roof’s plants have therapeutic properties in

themselves: the plants filter pollutants from the air, which can help to reduce

breathing problems, such as asthma. As the plants transpire they helps to balance

urban humidity and CO2 levels, so green roofs are an excellent choice for cities and

places with intense development. Green roofs are also known to enhance

biodiversity, providing new habitats for wildlife and offer something back to the

local environment.

With climate change a now serious and imminent

prospect, carefully considering the specification of a

green roof can have a greater impact than you may think.

Results from Germany have suggested that the insulating

effect of these types of roofs – and consequent energy-

saving - could be equivalent to two litres of fuel oil per

m2 of green roof per year. But, their insulating properties

don’t just offer energy savings for the building’s

occupants; green roofs keep a building cool inside during

summer months and can result in savings on air

conditioning by up to 90%. Furthermore, if enough green

roofs are installed they have even been reported to create

a micro-climate, reducing a city’s average summer

temperature and mitigating the urban ‘heat island’ effect. 

But green roofs don’t just offer thermal insulation, they

can have acoustic insulation benefits too. Hard surfaces

reflect sound rather than absorb it and in urban

environments this can cause higher levels of noise

pollution. Green roof surfaces absorb noise dampening the

acoustic reverberation created by the commotion of a city. 

So, there are many great reasons to consider the

installation of a green roof, whether it’s a refurbishment

or newbuild project. But, for roofers, installing a green

How Simplified Green Roofs are Helping
Roofers
Mark Chambers of ANS Global looks at why green roofs have become more popular in the UK and
how, by using a modular system, this can now be a part of any roofer’s product offering. 

This modular green roof installed at Kings College, University of London looked fantastic on completion.

Enquiry 58

www.kempersystem.co.uk


CA Group Appoints New MDs
for Contracting and Building 

Evenwood-based roofing and cladding systems
manufacturer and installer, CA Group, has
announced the promotion of Neil Alderson to
the position of Managing Director for CA
Building Products and Peter Rowe to the
position of Managing Director of CA
Contracting. The move will further strengthen
the company’s management team, enabling the
business to continue to respond to significant
opportunities for growth. Alderson has been
with the business for 19 years and previously
held the position of Commercial Director of CA
Building Products, where he was responsible
for the estimating and commercial functions of
the division.  Rowe has extensive experience of
managing complex and high profile roofing and
cladding projects. He joined CA Group in 2005
and was appointed Contracts Director in
January 2011. Des Webster, Group Managing
Director, commented: “The businesses have
grown rapidly over the past three years and we
have adapted and strengthened our
management team to meet this growth. We are
delighted to be announcing the appointment of
Neil and Peter as Managing Directors of the
respective operating companies within CA
Group.  This move will support the development
of our business and employees over the coming
years.” 

Enquiry 49

Enquiry 40
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installation of a green roof, whether it’s a refurbishment or newbuild

project. But, for roofers, installing a green roof yourself, as opposed to

outsourcing, enables you to add a new revenue stream to your business -

and new modular systems available on the market in recent years have

opened this up to contractors as a much more practical possibility.

Some modular green roofs come as a complete 4-in-1 kit so each module

contains everything that is needed.  Even the plants are pre-grown and

are delivered fully established. The tabs on the side of each module are

designed to clip together like a jigsaw puzzle and as such, no previous

experience or specialist horticultural training is needed. A protective

fleece is also included to be laid out on the roof surface to protect the

waterproofing, as well as the chosen plants. An optional guard and stones

are used to protect the edges of the module. 

As well as being easy to install, modular green roofs are lightweight so

no lifting equipment is necessary. This allows the contractor to save on

both labour time and equipment costs. There is also the added plus that

the modules are easily removed if work is needed on the roof base

beneath. This is different to a traditional system that is installed

layer by layer, and would need to be removed before any work was

carried out.

In terms of on-going maintenance, modular green roofs do not

require complicated irrigation systems because the plants are pre-

selected to withstand periods of draught, such as low-growing

perennial sedums, and come fully grown and established offsite as

well as substrates being designed to retain rainwater. To really

embrace the natural environment, substrates can be left as

unplanted soil that will germinate wind-transported local seeds

naturally. This creates a truly unique roof that develops as part of

the local ecosystem. 

Green roofs are incredibly resilient and offer so many benefits that it

is no surprise that they are growing in popularity. As governments

continue to address the housing crisis and the density of

developments consequently increase, planning permission for urban

areas may require more green roofs. Now is the best time for roofing

contractors to familiarise themselves with green roofs, to stay

ahead of the game and be ready for the increase in demand. 

This flat roof residential extension in Merton, Surrey shows how easy it is to
install a modular green roof.

left Peter Rowe, right Neil Alderson

IKO Polymeric Roofs New Home
for Penguins in Bournemouth 

A recent project to provide 250m2 of roofing for
the £1.5million extension to Bournemouth
Oceanarium was a new departure for IKO
Polymeric and Excel Roofing Services – at least
in terms of the end users -10 Humboldt
Penguins! Five years in the planning, this is the
biggest project the attraction has undergone
since opening in 1998. “The new roof had to
look good from all angles as it’s on the
beachfront and visible from the Promenade
above,” explains Andy Coles, IKO Polymeric’s
Senior Field Engineer. “Our Armourplan PVC
single ply membrane comes in a wide selection
of colours so it was the obvious choice for the
project. Slate Grey and Mid Grey were chosen to
complement the existing GRP edge trims,
curved metal drips and upstands to the edge of
the warm roof section. The warm roof covers the
kiosk and walkways and the cold roof covers the
stores area.” IKO Polimar liquid approved
waterproofing was used to seal existing GRP
trims on the netting’s steel frame. Deliveries
were carefully timed as the Promenade was
open to the public throughout, and access to the
site was controlled to ensure safety. Call IKO
Polymeric on 01257 488000 or visit
www.ikogroup.co.uk/polymeric. Enquiry 45

Avonside Group Launch New
User-Friendly Website

Avonside Group has launched its new and user-
friendly website: www.avonsidegroup.co.uk. This
development is part of a broader brand
positioning taking place with the UK-wide
roofing contractor, Avonside Group Services.
New functionality allows the ability to search the
website in one easy-to-use tool. With a re-
mastered, fluent, responsive design, Avonside
Group’s website can be viewed on both desktop
and mobile devices without compromising on
any of its quality or features. This intuitive
approach means that all of clients, suppliers
and sub-contractors can easily access relevant
information quickly and efficiently. Highlights on
the site include a library for sector-specific case
studies to guide users and reassure them of the
Group’s expertise. All of Avonside’s divisions are
listed, with further information on how each
section operates, detailed information on
service provision and in-depth information about
the Group’s background. The website also has a
revised news section and careers page. Avonside
Group’s Sales and Marketing Director, Eddie
Stanton said “We are excited to launch the site
as we feel it allows users to easily view our
Group and the various sectors of the market we
service. This is very much phase one of the
project, with more interactive elements being
planned to add to the base platform.” See
www.avonsidegroup.co.uk. Enquiry 59

A typical module showing an
established and mature sedum and
wildflowers mix.

http://www.ikogroup.co.uk/polymeric
http://www.avonsidegroup.co.uk
http://www.avonsidegroup.co.uk
www.liquidplastics.co.uk


The Dixon Column

Page 12   Roofing Today   

It’s that time of year again, when the National Roofing

Awards take place, and this year I’ve had a hand in writing

one of the entries. The idea of entering came to me after

looking at one of the best pieces of work with pantiles that

I’d seen in ages. The roof itself wasn’t such a challenge,

well, not to Timby Traditional Roofing, but it was the way

that the whole contract was dealt with which made it

remarkable.

In the first instance this was always going to be sensitive –

the roof had already been stripped and re-tiled, but not to the

best standard, and certainly not to the satisfaction of the

house owner. Imagine the scenario for the owners – they’d

already had weeks of upheaval, and after a bad experience,

were definitely not looking forward to going through the

whole process again, and I was tasked with putting this

right.

So, to ensure the contract ran smoothly I needed a team of

professionals. Workmanship was always going to come under

close scrutiny; therefore I needed a tried and tested expert.

Who better than a world champion gold medal winner? I’d

seen Matt Timby’s work first-hand during the Skillbuild

heats and finals, and then also had the pleasure of a short

spell of mentoring Matt prior to his gold-medal-winning

performance in the international competition. The next step

was to introduce Matt to the house owners, have him show

his portfolio of work in order to give the owners complete

confidence that the job would be done correctly. 

A start date was proposed and agreed, and then the careful

planning began. 

Communication was going to be the key to success. We had

meetings and briefings before, during (and after) which

included all parties; everyone needed to be on the same page

from the word go. In fact, everyone was on the same page

before the word go.

The scaffolding company were carefully chosen and

contracted and given strict instructions regarding boarding

over the house’s first floor balcony area. The platform had to

be fully functional of course, but some of the internal boards

needed to be moved to allow the balcony doors to open, to

give the owners access and some normality during breaks in

the roof work over the weekends. Every consideration

It was just a small detail – but one that mattered to the

customer. Every consideration was given to the customer;

everyone working on the project had to have the mind-set

that this was somebody’s home, a fact that was missed

during the first re-roofing. Everything regarding the whole

contract was planned to the smallest detail, from the

placement of the skip and site toilet, storage areas - you

name it - everything, right down to the route the roofers

would take through the gardens to access the scaffold. And

every day, the last half hour or so was dedicated to ‘tidy up

time’. 

I’d had a little bit of experience with working to these standards years ago

when I was part of a team which re-roofed the Swedish Consulate’s House,

stripping off shingles and re-slating with brand new Welsh. At the end of every

day we did the same thing - tidy up time - for who knew who was going to be

visiting? I recall Sven checking that everywhere was swept before we were

allowed to leave.

Timby Traditional’s little team included David and Harry, both former students

from Leeds College of Building, so they were well schooled by the college

tutors, and their skills honed by Matt to his exacting standards. Without doubt,

their training added to the fantastic end result.

And the result was what we aimed for: first and foremost the satisfaction of the

customer, who was exceptionally happy with the whole project. 

So where am I going with this? I think what I’m trying to say is, that if we are

to ‘up’ the name of roofing, as a whole trade, we all need to up our game. Let’s

face it, as a trade we don’t have the best reputation – I know it’s a few who

spoil it for the rest, but people do tend to listen to the negatives. Which is why

I wrote this piece: so that we can share the positives. This re-roof was a

fantastic project. Matt and his team not only came up with the goods, but

delivered a master-class in roofing professionalism. 

And just one more thing, Matt realises that the customer doesn’t come first, his

staff comes first. Look after your staff and they’ll look after your customers!

A Masterclass in Roofing Professionalism

Simon Dixon, MIoR, Training Manager at Sandtoft Roof Tiles

The verges of the clay pantile roof were mechanically fixed as well as traditionally
mortared, paying attention to achieve a perfectly neat finish. 

Finished Valley – The finished lead valley should last for years to come.

Enquiry 33
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We’ve all heard the old mantra ‘the customer is king’, but how many

businesses reflect this within their values, structure and company

culture?

In today’s ever-competitive business environment, where business

pressures are increasingly resulting in process and practice changes

within your customer base, can you really afford to continue blindly doing

business in the same old way?

If, as a business, we don’t move with our markets, then, sadly, we are

likely to be left behind, which is neither good for our business or our

employees – just ask those poor people at BHS, or Austin Reed.

Both of these organisations, long-standing, well-established with strong

brand names, failed to grasp changes in customer requirements,

continued to offer ‘what they offered’ and as a result, failed.

If that fate can befall high profile brands such as those two (and they are

not alone, remember Betamax, Kodak, Blockbuster and Blackberry?), do

we seriously believe we can stand still within the market place and

expect to prosper?

The construction industry in general, and the roofing sector within it, is

going through a more buoyant phase than in recent times – but with that

comes a series of issues and challenges that require cooperation,

innovation and a willingness to look at things from a different perspective

than previously: skills shortages, increasing legislation, modern methods

of construction will all change the daily working practices we have all

become used to and assume are the ‘norm’.

We are aware that many of our clients are grappling with these issues

and developing their own strategies to overcome them. As a supplier to

these businesses we can either choose to be part of the solution or stay

as part of the problem. The plight of BHS and Austin Reed gives us a

clear pointer as to where we all need to be.

So how should we deal with the issue of change? From the perspective of

my own company, the Avonside Group, we feel it is important to actively

engage with our customers not just on a day-to-day transactional basis,

but to talk to them about their long-term strategies and how we can play

our part. 

In order to do so, we have to be open and prepared to change. This could

apply to our ongoing operational practice or with regard to longer-term

strategies.

We are investing significantly in our IT structure to assist in planning

and programming, we now have our own CRM system which encourages

better communication with our customers, and we are about to introduce

automatic client surveys to assess whether we are delivering our services

in-line with their expectations. These are just some of the ways in which

we have reacted in order to stay in tune with our market.

On the back of this, we will use the responses we receive to analyse how

we can change or react to issues and problems continually. Ultimately,

this will depend upon how good we are at communicating (both talking

and listening) with our customers, and by discussing issues in an

open-minded way, finding solutions acceptable to both parties.

This could result in changes to trading arrangements, the way we

price to customers, different job roles within our business to better

reflect customer needs, and it will almost certainly require us to

develop our people so we are ready and able to meet the challenges

that arise.

As a Group, Avonside operates in a number of different sectors,

each with its own set of issues and challenges to which we need to

respond proactively. Whilst each will be slightly different in nature,

the one thing that is consistent is our desire to give outstanding

customer performance. This is underpinned by our core value of

striving towards excellence in all we do.

As I mentioned, communication is a key thread of any strategy to

improve service standards, but the real difference is how a business

reacts and responds to its customer. We have found the following

pointers will allow you to provide better service levels on a

consistent basis:

n Always focus on service levels before anything else

n Give the customer the best experience you possibly can

n Be ready to change what you do, be flexible

n Always be listening to your customers

n Explain what and why you do things – don’t expect them to just

know

n Know your customer

Each organisation must determine how it stays close to its market

place and offer the best service to its clients that it possibly can.

But as the fate of BHS and Austin Reed demonstrates, a failure to

embrace change in the face of customer requirements is a road that

leads nowhere.

If You Want to Understand Your
Customers, Try Talking to Them!
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Providing insurance
expertise to roofing
contractors for over

25 years.

Competitive prices
with access to a
large network of

Towergate’s
underwriters and
exclusive markets.

Morgan Law Ltd, registered office Towergate House, Eclipse Park, Sittingbourne Road, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 3EN

Registered in England & Wales no. 02696420. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

Enquiry 16

Enquiry 14

Tony Burke, Managing Director at Avonside Group Services 

Enquiry 35
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BLM British Lead Launches
New Website 

BLM British Lead are inviting visitors to explore
their new website, which has been designed
with a fresh new look and user-friendly
navigation, allowing visitors to access extensive
product and technical support information with
an option to share content across all major
social networks. The site launched on 22nd
April and it is now available at
www.britishlead.co.uk. The new site offers
detailed information on Rolled Lead Sheet and
a full range of Lead ancillary products, all
incorporated to help visitors discover BLM’s
complete range of lead roofing solutions. The
new website also allows users to learn more
about BLM’s history and 84 years of experience
in Lead Sheet manufacturing. Technical
support, fitting guides, H&S tips and project
case studies are also available to help visitors
discover lead in its wide range of roofing
applications. Helping to make BLM’s Rolled
Lead Sheet easy to find is a short supplier form
which allows users to quickly discover their
nearest British Lead supplier. The site is also
integrated with social media platforms,
including direct links to BLM’s Twitter and
LinkedIn pages, where the company, roofing
and construction industry news can be found.
Visit www.britishlead.co.uk. Enquiry 52

Ecotherm Insulates Luxury Leisure
Complex

EcoTherm’s Class O rated PrO-Soffit insulation
has been installed at the multi-million pound
Resorts World integrated leisure complex in
Birmingham. The construction of the 84,000m2

development from Genting Group has been
overseen by Galliford Try, and is the first of its
kind in the UK with Benoy’s 12-storey design
taking inspiration from its lakeside setting. With
the complex holding up to 12,000 people at any
one time, it was essential that all materials
installed achieved excellent fire performance.
This contributed to the specification of 6000m2

of EcoTherm PrO-Soffit for the lower ground
level car park. EcoTherm PrO-Soffit rigid
insulation boards have a pure aluminium facing
and are suitable for use on new or existing semi-
exposed soffits in car-parks, office blocks and
basements. The product was installed by Fire
Integrity and offers enhanced fire performance
with a Class O rating as defined by the Building
Regulations, whilst its thermal conductivity of
0.021 W/m.K allows it to provide a cost effective
route to reducing CO2 emissions. Barry Kelly,
Business Development Manager at Fire
Integrity, commented: “The EcoTherm PrO-
Soffit boards were simple to install and easily
met the fire and thermal performance
requirements of the project”. For further
information call 01702 520166, email
technical@ecotherm.co.uk or visit
www.ecotherm.co.uk/.

Enquiry 50

Kemper System Answers
Towering Challenge 

Kemper System’s
Kemperol 2K-
PUR cold liquid
a p p l i e d
membrane has
been used as the
w a t e r p r o o f i n g
system for the
tallest building in
the Western
hemisphere: the
1,776ft One
World Trade
Centre in New
York. Rising to
104 storeys, the

$3.9 billion “Freedom Tower” is the centrepiece
of the re-built World Trade Centre constructed
on ground zero. The 1800m2 roof is not only
extremely high, but also features extensive
exposed steel details and up to 400
penetrations, including the spire, with no area
larger than 10ft x 10ft without some form of
penetration; all of which had to be sealed
effectively using a system that could be applied
by a small team, with restricted access and
without the use of hot works or heavy
equipment. Kemper System’s Kemperol 2K-
PUR liquid-applied resin membrane was
specified for the main roof and the louvre areas
on lower floors. The penetrations, drains, curbs
and perimeters were all protected and then
overlapped by the membrane in the larger
expanse to provide a seamless, durable and
reinforced waterproofing membrane across the
entire roof. As the cold-applied resin bonds
directly to the substrate it is particularly
effective in coping with wind-uplift which was a
major consideration for the chosen system.

Enquiry 51

Enquiry 21
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In the UK, we are proud of our classical heritage. As well as thousands of listed

buildings, we have one of the oldest housing stocks in Europe. These historic buildings

not only shape our country’s character and identity, they are economically significant too

- from the billions spent on maintenance, to the colossal revenues generated from

tourism. 

The roof not only forms part of the character of these cherished buildings, it is probably

the most important. Very often, these roofs date back to medieval times, and in order to

preserve their architectural integrity, it’s critical that the continuity of roofing materials is

maintained. 

However, heritage roofing is not just about the past; it applies to today and tomorrow too.

As well as making good on the Government’s promise to provide a million new homes in

England by 2020, the construction industry is being encouraged to look at ways of

maintaining the nation’s architectural heritage in today’s property market. Hence,

whether new build or renovation projects, the onus is now on roofers and specifiers more

than ever to consider using building materials that will help sustain our country’s

structural identity. 

Today, there are numerous roofing options to consider; from concrete, fibre cement, slate

and clay tiles, with each boasting its own particular merits. Clay roofing tiles have a long

heritage in the UK - many of our historic buildings still feature roofs with their original

clay tiles - hence why they are commonly sought for renovation and repair. As many

original roof coverings are unfortunately now no longer available, attention has turned to

sourcing genuine handmade tiles that not only boast quality and aesthetics, but also

withstand the vagaries of the British weather. Indeed, these are often obligatory when

dealing with planning restriction challenges.

Modern machine-made clay tiles can be used in both contemporary and traditional

builds, and compared to modern concrete options that lose their colour over time, clay

tiles hold their hue and even increase in appeal with age. They are also extremely

durable, typically lasting around 60 years. But where authenticity is paramount, for

example on a high-spec custom home or a sensitive restoration project, there’s no

substitute for handmade or handcrafted clay tiles. But what’s the difference between the

two?

Handcrafted clay tiles: These tiles sit between machine-produced and handmade

versions. With this type of tile, the process is automated up until just before the tiles are

fired. At this point they are taken off the line and

finished by hand to replicate a rustic sandfaced or

smoothfaced texture. These tiles are naturally

colourfast and durable, however, the production

process is not as labour intensive as with handmade

clay versions. They offer a cost-effective way to

emulate the traditional and much admired look.

Handmade clay tiles: Today’s handmade clay tiles are

produced ensuring British Standards are met in terms

of strength, frost resistance and water permeability.

Each tile is moulded by hand to achieve a camber;

and it’s this element of craftsmanship that gives the

clay tile its characterful, highly-individual look that

successfully brings an old-world charm to any

building. In addition to their long life span, in some

cases lasting for centuries, they exude a natural

warmth, texture and appearance that blends well with

any surrounding. With some manufacturers offering a

range of handmade clay fittings, roofers are also able

to recreate traditional roofing patterns.  

Contrary to popular belief, handmade clay tiles are no

more difficult than standard tiles to lay. Whilst

planning and preparation admittedly form part of the

process, which includes blending tiles from different

pallets prior to laying, sourcing quality tiles means

less breakage and inconsistency; thereby saving time

on the job. 

For many of our heritage properties, handmade clay

tiles call on the skills of specialist roofers. For

specifiers and builders of new homes, they present an

opportunity to create better quality roofs that will not

only last longer, they will turn the ordinary into

extraordinary. They have the ability to preserve and

continue our heritage like no other roofing product

can, and to turn new roofs into future heritage roofs. 

Handmade Clay Tiles: Our Past, Present
and Future Heritage

Amanda Green, Marketing Manager for SIGnature Clay Tiles considers the benefits of clay roofing
tiles for both new build and renovation projects.
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Many modern roofing materials include the option of installing

them as part of an unventilated roof build-up. This roof type is

commonly referred to as a ‘warm roof’. Some of the benefits of

this type of roof construction are: 

n Increasing the effectiveness of the insulation

n Preventing warm air leaking from the building into the roof

space

n Reducing air infiltration into the heated building

n Avoiding dirt, dust and insects getting into the roof

construction

n Preventing external moisture-laden air getting into the

construction

Through our work in the Lead Sheet Association’s Technical

Office, it has become increasingly common for us to see a lot of

people getting the build-up for warm roofs wrong, especially

when considering metal roof coverings. Incomplete or sub-

standard fitting of vapour barriers allows warm air, and in turn

condensation, to reach the underside of these materials. In some

cases, this allows the process of underside corrosion to set in,

vastly reducing the longevity of the roof. Condensation is

actually distilled water, and it is a known fact that this will

slowly dissolve lead and other metals with a similar chemistry,

so condensation needs to be avoided at all costs.

Architects and specifiers readily include a vapour control layer (VCL) in their

drawings and specifications, but the harsh reality is that it is not always

fitted to the best standards under site conditions. Many view the vapour

control layer as a simple membrane within the structure that is there to

separate layers. The importance of it cannot be underestimated; indeed, it is

probably the most important part of any roof. Its function, to prevent warm,

moisture-laden air percolating through the insulation and beyond, means

that, in order to be effective, it needs to be completely sealed at all laps and

edges. A lot of the time this is extremely difficult to achieve as there are

sometimes awkward protuberances and obstacles to get around. 

Knowledge is key

From experience, the fitting of a VCL often falls to the most inexperienced

member of the team or an inexperienced builder who does not recognise the

full importance of it. This can lead to problems with corrosion later down the

line, and unfortunately no amount of retro-fitting of ventilators to the roof

surface will be effective. Without the air gap in the first place, which warm

roof constructions do not have, there can be no air flow to take away the

moist air and rectify the situation. The only cure is the costly and expensive

process of completely stripping and re-building the roof substrate, generally

because, by the time the corrosion problem manifests itself, any supporting

timberwork has become saturated with moisture and started failing.

In many cases, the occupied spaces below have succumbed to some kind of

material damage through water ingress. When taking into account the cost

of replacement lead, and scaffolding issues, the whole process can be both

financially, and practically, devastating to all concerned. Enquiry 41 

Installing Rolled Lead Sheet with an 
Air of Confidence 

Darren Tutt, Technical Officer, The Lead Sheet Association

Corroded Zinc Roof

Example of a severely degraded roof structure

t

www.sikatrocal.co.uk
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An air of importance

In the late 1980s, after extensive research into this problem, warm roof

constructions in the lead roofing world were outlawed. The LSA took

into account that no amount of pre-planning or good intentions can take

away all of the risk involved as far as warm roof constructions were

concerned, and we needed to be confident that the lead sheet would

continue to provide the utmost longevity and reliability, for which it is

well-known and valued. This led to the development of how we treat

lead roof construction today, and the view that only two methods of roof

build-up should generally be considered. These are cold ventilated roofs

and warm ventilated roofs.

In short, the substrate needs to include a 50mm through-flow ventilated

void with no stagnant air pockets. This air gap serves to dry out any

moisture that may find its way through any vapour barriers present,

meaning that no condensation settles for any great period of time on the

back of the lead sheet.

The ‘older style’ ventilated cold roof is a perfectly acceptable method of

construction as far as Rolled Lead Sheet is concerned. However, the call

for increased u-value performance of buildings generally means that the

more efficient, ventilated warm roof construction is preferred. Long-term,

a cold ventilated roof is unlikely to be effective over areas of high

humidity, such as swimming pools and sauna rooms, where the

extremes of warm moisture-laden air may overwhelm the simpler

construction type.

Enquiry 3

Underside corrosion to lead sheet

Existing diagrams in Rolled Lead Sheet The Complete Manual

Taking history into account

Due to its very nature, lead roofs are commonly found on old

historic buildings, such as churches and stately homes, and, in

order to preserve the character and appearance of such properties,

it is not always possible to fully comply with modern, recognised

methods, when replacement is needed. A ventilated warm roof

can raise the level of a roof by 100-200mm, which can have a

dramatic and unacceptable effect on appearance, as well as issues

with abutments to existing masonry and detailing at eaves. In

these cases additional advice may be required, and the LSA is

always on hand to offer help wherever it can. Usually we find

compromises that will not affect appearance to a great extent and

at the same time, providing the good service-life that lead roofs

are renowned for.

Up to date technical information

The recommendations found in the LSA’s Rolled Lead Sheet

Manual have been around in their current form for many years,

however, we recognise that information and advice can always be

improved and clarified, based on the types of enquiries we receive. 

Despite being on hand to advise through our free technical

advisory service and various publications, we still get a high

percentage of enquiries regarding build-up issues, or see the same

mistakes repeated over and over again. In the main, these are

made by those that operate on the fringes of the industry, or those

that hark back to the old ways of doing things and can’t see that

a traditional material such as lead, and the way in which it is

applied, can have changed that much. Indeed, human nature is

such that people reading the manual tend to flick to the chapter

regarding their particular type of project, and don’t pick up on the

basic requirements that they should be employing regardless.

One good example of this is the chapter concerning dormer

windows. Many of the drawings here show all of the basic

detailing needed to successfully weather a lead-clad dormer,

however, for clarity, the ventilation requirements have been

omitted. Dormers are subject to the same principles as any other

lead roof or cladding project, but time and again the Lead Sheet

Association Technical Department has to point this out. For this

reason, when considering further updates to the Manual we have

decided to bring all of the ventilation advice that we offer, along

with updated and clearer diagrams, into one place right at the

start of the manual - with pointers to these pages clearly stated at

the beginning of each relevant chapter. An additional drawing,

showing the way in which to detail and ventilate dormer cheeks,

has also been added.

It is our hope that these continuing improvements to the Rolled

Lead Sheet Manual will serve to further the knowledge of those

committed to conserving and maintaining our historic lead roofs,

as well as providing as much information as possible to a new era

of architects and specifiers, so that the traditional art of lead

roofing carries on and can be enjoyed by generations to come. The

new Rolled Lead Sheet Manual is currently being updated and

will be available in printed and e-Book format in the summer.

For more information about how the Lead Sheet Association can

help with technical enquiries, training and general support and

advice visit www.leadsheet.co.uk or call 01622 872 432.

t
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Flat Roofing

On a large flat roof project, such as a school, hospital or leisure

development, these reductions can equate to tens of thousands of

pounds. 

Acoustics and Fire Prevention

Stone wool insulation has excellent acoustic properties and been tested

to meet Building Bulletin 93, The Acoustic Design for Schools, an

extension to Part E of the Building Regulations, which sets the

standard for ambient, impact and reverberation noise in educational

buildings. 

Stone wool insulation provides the highest fire safety rating of any flat

roof board insulation on the market with a Euroclass (A1) non-

combustible fire classification and LPCB approval (LPS 1181: Part 1

(Ext-A). 

This is especially important for contractors keen to reduce the risks of

‘hot works’ or for specifiers who need to design the roof as means of

escape in the event of a fire and ensure compliance with Building
Bulletin 100, the Zurich Insurance School and Academy Design
Guide, requiring the use of non-combustible materials. 

Another key requirement for contractors working on flat roofs is

versatility.  Stone wool insulation can be used for multiple applications,

including liquid applied, bonded single ply / EPDM, torched bitumen

and green roof systems. It can also be used with various adhesives,

helping to simplify specification and installation still further.

The opportunity for contractors to grow their flat roof business is

definitely there. And, thanks to innovation in stone wool insulation

board, they now have the potential to insulate faster and improve their

profitability. With its superior acoustic and fire safety properties, this

kind of solution can also meet the increasingly tough requirements set

by specifiers around flat roof installation, and offer a persuasive win-win

for contractors and their customers. 

With construction-related products such as acoustic ceilings and cladding
boards, the Rockwool Group ensures energy efficient and fire-safe
buildings with good acoustics and a comfortable indoor climate. See
www.rockwool.co.uk.

The flat roofing market is enjoying something of a resurgence. 

Currently, the UK commercial market stands at around 8 million m2

annually and is predicted to grow steadily from this figure over the

coming years. The reasons are clear. 

With advances in technology and materials, flat roofs offer an

attractive, low-cost option on many projects, from schools to

industrial buildings. Flat roof design now opens up creative

possibilities unlike any other roof form, giving fresh options for

imaginative recreational or decorative finishes. They’re also easier to

install than pitched roofs because of their horizontal structure, and,

over time, provide an easy-to-maintain and durable solution without

any of the issues typically caused by slopes and valleys on pitched

roofs.

However, insulating flat roofs presents choices, and increasingly,

challenges, for contractors seeking an effective insulation solution

and best value for their customers. 

The issues are not so much around thermal requirements - which

remain unchanged in Part L of the Building Regulations 2014 - but

in the areas of acoustics and fire safety, which are becoming

increasingly influential factors in flat roof specification. 

The latest dual density board on the market can provide great value

engineering for contractors and deliver a comprehensive and

effective acoustic, fire safety and thermal insulation solution across a

range of flat roof applications. 

Savings

Saving time and cost on installation is, and will always be, a priority

for contractors. The fewer components you can use on a job, the

quicker the job will be. Typically, multiple fixings, depending on

wind uplift calculations, are used with PIR / PUR foam board

installation on flat roofs. 

Certain stone wool solutions have now been introduced which can

be securely installed within mechanically fixed systems, using just a

single fixing. Contractors can also eliminate the need for additional

layers which would otherwise be required if foam boards are used on

a job in order to meet stringent flat roof acoustic specifications. 

As a result, contractors can reduce the complexity of installation,

cutting time and cost on typical single and dual layer, mechanically

fixed and fully bonded roof projects. Our estimates point to a saving

of between 12-15% per m2 on the cost of installation. 

This applies to a 0.25W/m2K single layer and 0.18W/m2K dual layer,

mechanically fixed roof solution with a required acoustic

performance of Rw 35dB (single) and 39dB (dual layer), and Class C

sound absorption. 

Get On Board with the Flat Roofing
Resurgence
Paul Barrett, Product Manager at Rockwool Ltd explores how the latest stone wool insulation
solutions on the market for flat roofing can save significant time and cost for contractors.

Enquiry 22
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Ecolast Feature

Enquiry 56

Ecolast have recently been awarded a BBA certificate for their market leading FAST:coat liquid polyurethane.
Together with their existing hand and spray applied coatings, Ecolast can offer one of the most comprehensive
ranges of cold applied liquid waterproofing available in the market today.

Alongside their own brand products, Ecolast are UK and European distributors for several international companies
including the USA’s leading roofing manufacturer, the KARNAK Corporation. 

Sales Director Chris Stanway says “We are extremely proud to be able to represent a market leading company like
KARNAK and offer all of their products to the UK market. Having worked on roofs for many years I’ve been
frustrated at not being able to apply products when it rains. Contractors agree that KARNAK’s 19 Ultra is the only
liquid product available that can truly be applied in soaking wet conditions. It can even be applied underwater”.

“Having such a comprehensive range we are confident that we won’t be beaten on price or quality. BBA approval
means architects and contractors can confidently specify and use
our systems for their new build and refurb jobs alike. As we have
appointed several stockists and distributors in various locations
across the country, they are now able to buy our fully approved
systems ‘off the shelf’.”

“We are actively seeking additional stockists in areas where we
are not yet represented but in the meantime, all of our products
are available direct from www.ecolast.co.uk”.

An introduction to the full range of products can be found on the
Ecolast YouTube channel where you can see various application
demonstrations. For further information or to book a free of
charge Ecolast training course  call 01386 765155 or email
chris@ecolast.co.uk.

Ecolast Offers Price, Quality and BBA Confidence

Enquiry 57
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As a roofing contractor, Antony works across all

disciplines, but his main expertise is in providing

high-end, quality finishes on larger flat roof GRP

projects. Starting in 2013, Antony now employs six

staff and has completed some high-profile, iconic

projects, such as Goodison Park, home of Premier

League club Everton F.C.

Nevertheless, Antony’s path to business success has

not been a wholly smooth one. Leaving school with

few qualifications and even less sense of future

direction, Antony floated between various jobs and

unemployment, drinking heavily and getting into

drugs; he was drifting through life. But there was one

light on the horizon – Antony picked up bits of work

on small roofing jobs with a local tradesman, and

realised he liked the work. 

“I loved working outdoors, getting dirty, being

hands-on,“ says Antony, “but the work we were

doing was pretty third-rate.” Seeing an opportunity

to offer a better standard of flat roofing, working with

modern GRP materials, someone suggested that

Antony contacted The Prince’s Trust.

“I dread to think where I would be now without The

Prince’s Trust”, admits Antony. The Trust assessed

the viability of Antony’s ideas and put him on their

Enterprise course, covering everything from accounts

to marketing and set him up with a small loan. Most

importantly, they found him a local mentor – Dave

Roberts, who’s MD at liquid roofing specialists,

Polyroof Products Ltd and board member of the

LRWA and pro-active member of the NFRC Supplier

Group.

As his mentor, Dave met with Antony every month.

“He’s been a great advantage to me, helping me to

network and putting me in front of builders and

architects,” says Antony, “Without Dave I wouldn’t

be where I am; I owe him a lot.”

Taking on bigger projects and gaining more work,

Antony impressed Dave with his high standards and

after two years Antony’s company was appointed as

an official Polyroof contractor. 

So does Antony’s thorny start in life hamper his

business now? No, says Antony: “I go out of my way

to work transparently. I take photographs to show

clients before, during and after work; I encourage

them to leave reviews and I always give written

quotations; I have a big social media and online

presence. It all helps to give customers the assurance

they need.”

And now Sefton Specialised Roofing has achieved another milestone securing its first

1000m2+ roof contract in Salford, starting this summer. They’ve also just finished

refurbishing the roof of Snook Architects’ Westmorland ‘Brutalist’ house featured on

C4’s Grand Designs. In addition, Sefton Specialised Roofing will become

CompetentRoofer accredited this month, meaning it can self-certify work as Building

Regulations compliant.

But Antony’s not happy just reaping the rewards of success, he wants to give back

too. For the last 12 months he has been an Ambassador for The Prince’s Trust, giving

inspirational talks to large audiences and helping to fundraise. He also employs

someone who’s an ex-offender. “I don’t judge on people’s past, I go on my own

experiences. I met this guy and had a good chat with him – whenever I employ

someone I always assess any possible risks and get to know them beforehand. I saw

that this person had tried to get work. That showed me that he had the right attitude

and wanted to work”, Antony says. “I believe you’ve got a responsibility to give

people a second chance.”

Now he’s focusing on upskilling his workforce, three of whom have just completed the

new Basic Competency Program and are on the way to getting their blue CSCS cards.

Antony’s efforts on behalf of The Prince’s Trust have been recently recognised in their

‘Celebrate Success’ competition. He won the regional competition, going on to the

national finals at a glamorous event at the London Palladium with Prince Charles in

attendance. 

Antony is satisfied with the business growth and expansion Sefton Specialised

Roofing has achieved. “At the moment I work two days on the tools and three days

supervising, sourcing supplies and getting new business. We’ve seen steady growth

on the installation side and my plan is to expand over the next 5 years to employ 10-

12 workers, aiming for the magic number of 3 teams of 3.” And if there’s one thing

Antony’s past shows, it is that he can do it.

If ‘people do business with people’, as the adage goes, then it’s not hard to see how Antony Strode, director of
Liverpool-based Sefton Specialised Roofing has made a success of his business.

One Roofer’s Determined Journey

http://www.ecolast.co.uk%E2%80%9D
mailto:chris@ecolast.co.uk
www.ecolast.co.uk
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The world of rainwater systems is never at a standstill but continually developing and

updating products to stay in-line with industry demands for gutters and pipes, ensuring that

they are easy to install and maintain, durable, functional and stylish.

With build costs and budgets always being a major concern, using a metal rainwater system

is not always considered and a portfolio of true advantages can be overlooked.

A wide choice of metal rainwater products are available, some sharing benefits, but each

showcasing their own specialities. Below is a whistle stop tour guiding you through the more

popular options.

Cast Iron Solutions

Cast iron comes into its own when considering an

application for a heritage or traditional style

building with its major forte being its use on listed

buildings.

Gaining popularity in the 19th century and taking

over from lead versions, the Victorian influence

can certainly still be seen in today’s cast iron

products. A range of gutter profiles and decorative

attributes such as ornamental ear bands and

striking rainwater hoppers are available to add the

perfect finishing touch.

Supplied traditionally with a grey transit coat, the

cast iron pipes and gutters once on site can be

over painted in a colour of choice. Though heavier

than other options it does, however, offer a

reassuringly robust solution.     

Cast iron can be on the more expensive side of the metal spectrum with gutters priced

between £25.00 and £80.00 per metre depending on size and profile. As pay back, you receive a

durable classic looking system acceptable for listed buildings which will give a lifecycle of up

to 50 years and onwards if maintained correctly.

Attractive Aluminium

After the surge of plastic rainwater systems due to

a shortage in metal supplies during and after World

War II, aluminium started to become popular in the

1950s proving to be a more resilient option.

Pleasing to the eye, an aluminium rainwater

system is a well-liked choice for contractors,

general builders and self builders for its practicality

and ease of handling.

Aluminium gutters and downpipes are renowned

for being easy to install, saving on construction

time being supplied ready-coated and eliminating

the need for over painting on site.

Whilst different forms of aluminium gutter, such as

rolled and folded are available, an extruded gutter

option manufactured from 2 or 3mm thick material

will afford great strength when transporting and

handling on site as well as being a benefit

after installation when considering things

like heavy snowfall.

For the building’s occupier an aluminium

solution provides peace of mind requiring no

maintenance other than a regular cleaning

out, and with a polyester powder coating

that protects against the ingress of rust they

can be sure that it will remain looking smart

and will avoid any future expenditure on

replacement or repair. The system is also

resistant to the effect of UV rays so, unlike a

PVCu version, will not colour fade or become

brittle over time.     

Ranging from £14.00 to £30.00 per metre for

gutters and pipes for an extruded aluminium

product and a maintenance-free lifecycle of

25 years plus, aluminium can be prove to be

an economically sound choice for all types of

building.

Charming Copper, Zinc and Stainless
Steel

Prolifically used and named by the Romans,

copper’s speciality is that of growing old

gracefully - changing colour from a bright

glow when first installed to that of a

blue/green patina with the passage of time.

It is an ideal choice for the likes of timber

clad buildings which also change as they

age, adding character and value to the

property.

Aesthetics aside, a copper rainwater system

will certainly come out on top when

considering longevity, maintenance, quality

and the ecology. A naturally occurring metal,

being 100% recyclable and with, as of yet,

only 12% of the world reserves being mined,

a copper rainwater system truly lends itself

to naturally sustainable builds.

Rainwater Systems That Really Show
Their Metal

Sally Moores, Marketing Manager at Yeoman Rainguard 

Cast Iron

Aluminium

Copper

t
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Alongside this, copper gutters and pipes also come up trumps

when looking for a hassle-free solution. Totally maintenance free

with no susceptibility to rust, a 50 years life cycle is guaranteed

with the reality probably being nearer that of 100 years.

Copper gutter systems prove easy to fit requiring no special

tooling and are available in a range of profiles, sizes and with a

choice of accessories including hoppers and decorative rain

chains.

Coming in at about £25.00 to £30.00 per metre for gutters and pipes

dependent on size and profile, a copper gutter can be a rainwater

system beauty - adding style and sustainability to a building.

With similar properties and style to copper, but can be a little

more expensive dependent on the finish that is chosen, is zinc &

stainless steel. With a life span of between 50 and 80 years and

developing a corrosive-resistant patina over time, these rainwater

systems show superior resistance to harsh climates and can be

the ideal solution for properties open to the costal elements.    

Overall Beneficial

The outcome of which metal rainwater system is chosen for a

building project will likely come down to three elements: cost,

functionality and aesthetics, with the possibility that look and

style may go by the wayside to achieve the other two.

However, opting for a metal rainwater system that will show

immediate and long-term benefits, including cost saving, allows

all three to be considered and specified to without compromise.   

Yeoman Rainguard, part of Harrison Thompson & Co. Ltd who

this year celebrate 50 years in business, are manufacturers and

suppliers of Quality rainwater systems in Aluminium, Cast Iron,

GRP, Copper, Zinc and Stainless Steel.

With expert staff on hand to offer advice Rainguard provide free

site surveys, samples and drawing take –offs to help a clients

project run as smoothly as possible

Zinc

Recticel Insulation Set to Showcase New Feel-Good
Systems at Vision
A new philosophy and a new product will
headline on Recticel’s Vision stand.
Leading PIR manufacturer Recticel
Insulation (stand 45) is launching its
new “Feel good inside” philosophy and
debuting a self-supporting room-in-a-
roof system for pitched roofs at this
year’s Vision built environment
exhibition for architects, specifiers,
clients and suppliers (June 7-8,
Olympia). The next-generation product, L-Ments™, comprises roofing
underlay, counter battens and integral structural timber in one PIR insulation
panel as a single lightweight cost-effective modular roofing element, making
it exceptionally quick and easy to install. The innovation new system enables
specifiers and contractors to design and build roofs without the risk of
thermal bridging, providing them with a future-proof solution thanks to its
high-performance insulation core. Using L-Ments in conjunction with
Recticel’s full fill cavity wall insulation Eurowall + provides specifiers and
contractors with a holistic building solution for the complete building
envelope that showcases this “feel good inside” approach. It also showcases
Recticel’s fabric first approach to build as well as Modern Methods of
Construction via the use of fewer materials and speedier installation.
Representatives from Recticel’s technical department will man the stand to
answer technical questions, advise on building materials, installation, prices,
grants and bespoke solutions for specific needs. 

The New Way of Doing Things the Old Way 
Installing and replacing
mortar bedded ridges
and hips is easy with the
Redland Mortar Bedded
Fixing Kit, a complete
pack to mechanically fix
ridges and hips when a
traditional aesthetic is
required. Designed to
assist roofing
contractors, the fixing kit
enables a traditional
mortar aesthetic to be
maintained, whilst still

complying with BS 5534 and the NHBC mechanical fixings guidelines. BS
5534 states that mortar alone cannot be used to fix ridges and hips, so
even if mortar is used, all ridges and hips must also be mechanically fixed.
The Redland Mortar Bedded Fixing Kit provides everything required to
mechanically fix ridges and hips in accordance with BS 5534 and it is fully
compatible with all types of Redland tiles. Batten straps, included in the
kit, are vital to the correct and secure installation of the timber ridge batten,
required as the base into which the screws are fixed.  If batten straps are
not used, and the mortar fails, all of the ridge tiles fixed into the unsecured
ridge batten could slide off the roof together, causing damage to the roof
and potentially passers-by below. The Redland kit comes individually packed
with enough clips to cover 5m.  Visit www.redland.co.uk/ridges.

Enquiry 62
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Firestone Provides Sustainable Solution for
Eternal Resting Place 
UltraPly TPO (thermoplastic
polyolefin) waterproofing
membrane supplied by Firestone
Building Products and installed
by Designed Roof Systems has
been used to protect the roof of a
stunning non-denominational
‘Reception Building’ at
GreenAcres Woodland Burials
site in Rainford, Merseyside.
Designed by Feilden Clegg Bradley Studios (FCB), the 65-acre burial ground
is part of the Knowsley Estate and provides a peaceful woodland setting.
The single storey timber building has been designed with timber cladding
and vertical ribs of untreated larch, reminiscent of sapling trunks. The
surroundings and building’s construction demanded a roofing solution with
flame-free installation and Firestone’s UltraPly TPO system was chosen for
both its buildability and environmental benefits. A cost-effective and durable
roofing solution with a 30yr anticipated service life, UltraPly TPO was flexible
enough to map the contours of the roof exactly but does not contain any
potentially polluting plasticisers. The UltraPly membrane was laid onto the
building’s insulated roof and adhered to the substrate. The seams were hot
air welded to form a permanent watertight bond and a ballast of pebbles
was then used to cover the waterproofing membrane to create a ‘natural
materials’ finish. Call Firestone Building Products on 01606 552026, email
info@fbpl.co.uk or visit www.firestonebpe.co.uk. Enquiry 64
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The winners of the UK Roofing Awards were

announced at a ceremony hosted by BBC’s Steph

McGovern at the Hilton London Metropole on Friday

13th May 2016. 

The Awards recognise individual and company

roofing trade association members that have

demonstrated exceptional achievements, in health

and safety, training, leadwork and roofing projects.

Congratulations to all the finalists and winners!

UK Roofing Awards 
2016 Winners

Fully Supported Metal Roofing
Cu.tech.zn.ornamental Ltd

The Pod, Suffolk

Project: Windmill conversion to accommodate

additional living space.

Suppliers: Rheinzink, Alutrix, ALM, Metra

• Aluminium and zinc combined to give the

look of patinated copper against a black

trim background.

• Continually changing shape, the curvature

of the standing seam panels changed not

only from panel to panel but each side of

the panels, due to the continual increasing

and decreasing radius.

• Soldered lap

lock joints at it

base and

standing seam

panel clips were

installed at a 60o

angle.

  Shingles and Shakes
John Brash & Co. Ltd 
(with Endeavour Roofing Contractors Ltd)

Alexandra Gardens Care Home, Middlesex

Project: Annex for new residential care home for

young adults.

Suppliers: John Brash

• It took the team of 8, 3 weeks to install the 400m2 of shingles on the steep pitched

roof.

• The 35-40o pitch meant that the contractor couldn’t work in the usual way. They

lined up entire rows one at a time, including negotiating six gables and two hips,

nailing all into position, then repeating for the next row.

Green Roofs 
Prater Ltd (with Radmat
Building Products Ltd)

Alder Hey Children’s NHS

Foundation Trust, Liverpool

Project: £288 million project,

which included the relocation of

the hospital.

Suppliers: ABG, Kalzip, Tata Steel,

Radmat Building Supplies, Wraxalls

• Overall project was inspired by

the drawings of a 15-year-old

patient. The roof includes

extreme pitches up to 45o, rising

from the park to the 5th floor.

• Innovative slip control system

installed to maintain green roof

elements.

• Integrated anchorage system to

enable ease of installation and

maintenance.

• Use of pre-grown meadow

flower blankets, to aid

biodiversity potential.
t

t

The companies that scored highest within their

roofing discipline in the NFRC Safety in Roofing

Awards were, in pitched roofing, Wensley Roofing

Ltd (left); in   industrial roofing and cladding,

Industrial Construction (Sussex) Ltd (right); and in

flat roofing, Stormforce Roofing and Maintenance

Ltd (bottom).

The award for

Exceptional

Contribution to

Training¸ in

partnership with

CITB, went to

Geoffrey Parkinson,

NFRC Ireland.

t

t

This year’s Health

and Safety Champion

was awarded to Ben

Orton from company

Weatherproofing

Advisors Ltd. Ben

was praised for his

“natural instinct for

recognising risk”.

t

t

Roof Sheeting
KGM Roofing

Blocks A, B and C Marshgate

Drive, Hertford

Project: Installation of standing

seam roofing to three blocks of

flats.

Suppliers: Kalzip, SFS intec

• High levels of skill in design

and installation were required

in tackling this complex

tapered, curved and vertical

system using a standing seam

system over three housing

blocks.

• Very challenging recessed

window and balcony surrounds

• The contractor carried out

some complex 3D AutoCAD

detailing and then the

installation of the 

pre-fabricated bespoke 

frames.

t

Solar on Roofs
Bauder Ltd (with Hodgson
Sayers)

Byker Wall, Newcastle Upon Tyne

Project: Roof refurbishment and

PV retrofit of Grade II listed

housing estate.

Supplier: Bauder

• PV system installed without any

penetration of the

waterproofing or roof deck,

ensuring integrity of the roof.

• Exposed location required

robust wind uplift calculations

to ensure the new roof and

PV system could cope with

higher than average wind

speeds.

• Contractor had to come up with

innovative ways to deal with a

tricky heating pipe, including

supporting and dealing with

penetrations.

t
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Liquid Roofing & Waterproofing
Centaur Technologies Ltd (with Western Flat Roofing Company)

South Cloisters Kitchen Roof, Exeter University.

Reinforced Bitumen Membranes
Bauder Ltd (with Mitie Tilley Roofing Ltd)

ROM Ltd, Sheffield

Project: Phased refurbishment of a

9000m2 factory roof, whilst building

remained fully operational.

Supplier: Bauder

• Removal of asphalt and new

RBM system, including

insulation, installed.

• Original roof was structurally

unstable and fragile.

• Exposed location of site required

robust wind uplift calculations.

Vertical Cladding/Rainscreen
Met-Clad Contracts Limited

Friars Walk Development, Newport

Project: Regeneration of existing office block

and car park into new town development.

Suppliers: Kingspan, Hilti

• Secondary steel frame, fire barriers, carrier

panels and air seals, horizontal top hats and

vertical carrier rails with multiple sized 

rain-screen panels in three colours and three

finishes.

• Site logistics extremely challenging due to

town centre location.

t

Heritage Roofing 
Karl Terry Roofing
Contractors Ltd

The Cloth Hall, Smarden, Kent

Project: Complete 

re-roofing of all roof coverings

on a Grade II listed property.

Suppliers: TLX Insulation, John

Brash, Calder Lead

• Roof retiled using the existing

original Kent Peg tiles and

supplemented with 6000

reclaimed matching Peg tiles,

mixed together prior to

laying.

• Careful planning in

conjunction with English

Heritage and local planning

and conservation officers.

• High quality of workmanship

evident with challenging

details involving swept and

laced valleys.

t

t

Double-Lap Tiling
Karl Terry Roofing Contractors Ltd

Shipley Farm, North Elham, Kent

Project: New build reproduction medieval

timber framed hall house.

Suppliers: Helifix, Celotex, Calder Lead,

Tyvek, John Brash

• The brief required the use of antique Kent

peg tiles, and detailing was undertaken in

line with historic building practice.

• For the first time the contractor had to

plane the backside of all the battens on

the tile hanging to ensure that the leading

edge of the tiles sat millimetre-perfect

with the oak corner posts.

• Tricky rear barrel roof former to tile, as it

was less than 300 mm from the vertically

tiled abutment, which meant that access

was almost impossible.

t

Project: Replace existing asphalt roof.

Suppliers: Centaur Technologies

• Rooflights removed and replaced to

substantially increase daylight.

• Numerous working plant on the roof

provided many complicated detailing

problems to overcome.

• Walkways were added in order to

give safe access for continued future

maintenance.

• Discovery of toxic asbestos

requiring removal and subsequent

relocation of staff from one bay to

another as the work progressed.

Single-Lap Slating and Tiling
Wienerberger (with Timby Traditional Roofing)

Burgess, Lincoln

Project: Re-roofing in Clay Old English Pantiles on a private

dwelling.

Suppliers: Sandtoft, Midland Lead, John Brash

• Detailed plans were laid out for the placement of skips, site

toilets and material delivery, even including a route

through the gardens to the access points on the scaffold.

• Every consideration was given to minimise disruption to the

owner and at the end of each day time was spent on

tidying up.

t

t
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Mastic Asphalt and Hot-Melt Roofing
IKO PLC (with Knight Asphalt)

Westminster Cathedral, London

Project: Existing asphalt removed and renewed with a cold roof system.

Supplier: IKO PLC

• Grade I listed, high-profile iconic building. Work required a skilled contractor who had

experience in roofing projects on historical buildings or churches.

• A challenge of the project was the numerous slopes and curves on the 700 sq ft roof,

and steps leading up to it.

• Building had to remain weatherproof at all times so the contractor could only remove

areas of existing waterproofing when they could be made watertight in the same day,

including the provision of day joints.

t

The Lead

Sheet

Association’s

Young Lead

Worker of the

Year award

went to Tim
Fuge¸ a self-

employed

leadworker from

Cornwall. 

Double-Lap Slating
Timby Traditional Roofing

Tait Gazebo, Gainsborough

Project: Bespoke detailing for an oak framed

garden structure.

Suppliers: SIG ALM

• Project provided some unusual detailing so

the contractor used the opportunity to

provide training to two apprentices, who

slated directly to sarking boards.

• The flashings were fabricated on site and

fitted by the apprentices.

t

The Murdoch Sponsor’s Award,

also for best leadwork, went to

Leadwise Contracts for Stormont

Castle in Belfast.

t

The Lead

Contractors

Association

presented the

Murdoch Award

for best

leadwork to

Lead-Tech
Roofing for

Rygar House in

London

t
t

t

Single Ply Roofing 
Sika Sarnafil (with Contour Roofing)

Ewart Grove, Wood Green, London

Project: New build housing.

Supplier: Sika Sarnafil

• Complex design with triangulated tower

and barrel vaulted main roofs.

• Narrow secret gutter requiring use of

integrated liquid waterproofing.

• Original specification was for metal

standing seam roof, however, an

alternative solution was sought and Zinc

replica profiles were used, and PVC

membrane adhered to radiused plywood.

t
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Bond It Boosts Environmental
Credentials

Bond It has taken major steps to strengthen
the environmental credentials of its products
and its working practices. The business, which
manufactures sealants, adhesives, PU foams,
waterproofing compounds and other building
chemicals, has recently installed 542, state-of-
the-art, solar panels on the roof of its West
Yorkshire factory. Combined, the 270 watt,
high efficiency panels are capable of producing
146 kilowatts of energy. They will be used to
meet a significant proportion of Bond It’s
energy needs across its head office
administration, warehousing and production
operations. The manufacturer estimates that
over the course of 20 years, the panels will
reduce its carbon footprint by an impressive
1171 tonnes. Speaking of the investment,
which is valued at over £150,000, Graham
Helm, operations director at Bond It, said:
“Bond It is a business which takes its
environmental responsibilities seriously.
Reflecting this, we have for some time
performed within our ISO14001 environmental
accreditation and the installation of the new
solar panels will enhance this.” He adds: “The
reduced environmental impact of our products
and operations also ensures we are better
placed to meet the needs of customers at a
time when many of us are looking to make
more sustainable product choices.” 
See www.bond-it.co.uk. 

Passionate About Polycarbonate
Northwest-based, Birchwood Trading is on a mission to spread
their love for polycarbonate throughout the UK. As a tried and
trusted roofing material, polycarbonate has some clear
advantages over glass and can be used in a variety of applications
beyond conservatory roofs, carports, lean-to roofs, canopies,
pergolas and greenhouses. Multiwall polycarbonate has high-
impact strength, superior insulation properties and good light
transmission. Its light weight makes it easier to transport and
install. Use solid polycarbonate for unbreakable strength and a
glass like appearance.  Choose from Birchwood Trading’s wide
variety of multiwall and solid polycarbonate in a variety of

thicknesses and tints.  It’s important to choose the right type of polycarbonate for your application
and with Birchwood’s wealth of experience in this field you can rest assured that quality advice is
only a phone call or email away.  Why not take advantage of their free of charge cut-to-size and
delivery service, cutting waste to a minimum and making handling and transporting much easier,
saving both time and money.  Placing an order couldn’t be easier.  Visit the website and enter your
requirements into their easy to use online cut-to-size tool, or get in touch by phone, fax or email.
Drawings are welcome. T: 01925 826314  F: 01925 852944  www.birchwoodtrading.co.uk
enquiries@birchwoodtrading.co.uk.  Enquiry 44

Achieving the Impossible with Sika Sarnafil
In a complex new build roofing project that was deemed almost
impossible, Contour Roofing stepped up to the challenge with a
Sika Sarnafil membrane to achieve truly stunning results. 32
Ewart Grove required a high-performance roof with a striking
aesthetic result to match the contemporary luxury flats within.
With its extremely intricate design, including two barrel roofs
and a large, unique triangulated tower at the front, the project
presented a real challenge, especially with the time and budget
available. However Jonathan Woods, at Contour Roofing,
alongside senior contracts manager, Lee Clift suggested a high
quality single ply membrane. Jonathan explained: “In

partnership with Sika Sarnafil we quickly presented a new bespoke specification; an adhered system
using Sarnafil G410-15ELF Lead Grey with a polyester fleece backing as the main roof sheet for a
flawless result and Sarnafil G410-15EL Lead Grey for all the detail work flashings.” The installation
was very challenging, with various shapes, details, upstands and intricate sections to cover.
Sikalastic was used for the guttering when the space was just too tight for single ply, demonstrating
the compatibility between Sika’s various roofing products. Both the Sika Sarnafil and Sika Liquid
Plastics systems were awarded a 20 year guarantee. For more information call 01707 394444, email
sarnafilroofing@uk.sika.com or visit http://gbr.sarnafil.sika.com/.  

Roofing Contractor Chooses
Grufekit for Green Roof Project

The ease of installation offered by the GrufeKit
green roof, gave Paul Griffiths of P&K Roofing
Contractors the confidence to recommend it
for a residential property in North London.
Now, following its successful application, the
company is adding green roofs to its service
offering.  When green roofs first entered the
market, the systems would need irrigation and
specialist skills and training for installation.
Most roofing contractors sub-contracted to a
specialist company. Grufekit is different. The
green roof is made up of modules, with each
module containing everything needed from a
water reservoir and drainage layer to the soil
and vegetation. The system is far simpler to
install and is also lightweight: It only took Paul
and his assistant 3 hours to install the GrufeKit
modules and 5 hours in total which included
18m of pebble edging on the 20m2 roof. Paul
Griffiths was so impressed with the GrufeKit
system that he is now due to install another
one: “We got on really well with the GrufeKit
green roof system, it was very easy to
understand and simple to install.  We made
more money on the job because we installed
the green roof ourselves instead of
subcontracting it." Find out more at
http://www.grufekit.com/.

CUPA PIZARRAS Slate 
– the Natural Choice for Lifelong Beautiful Buildings
When it comes to quality, sustainability and beauty,
prefabricated roofing materials do not quite measure up to
the high standards of purely sourced slate.  The natural
beauty can be found in various shades of black and grey
and can be crafted into multiple shapes and sizes. CUPA
PIZARRAS, family-owned producers and world leader of
natural slate, has a vast slate product range, which
includes its most popular product in England and Wales –
CUPA 12. CUPA 12 is a dark grey slate with thin
laminations and a smooth matt surface. Available in six sizes, it has exceptional consistency of
thickness and surface appearance; it is split to an average thickness of 5mm and 6mm, conforms to
BS EN 12326-1 and is certified for resistance to freeze/ thaw. Being a mineral product, slate is
totally inert and ecological; in fact CUPA PIZARRAS’ slate is sourced from Northwest Spanish
quarries and no artificial additives and chemicals are required making it a sustainable option for any
architectural project. Natural slate can give any roof or façade a timeless elegance.  With a lifespan
of up to 150 years, this unique material continues to adorn many prestigious buildings. For more
information on Cupa Pizarras, visit www.cupapizarras.com/uk.

IKO Polymeric Launches Pre-fab Armourdek Roof Panel
The UK’s only PVC and TPE single ply manufacturer, IKO
Polymeric, has officially launched Armourdek, a pre-fabricated
long spanning roof deck for fast track installation. Factory
finished with BBA certified Armourplan PVC or Spectraplan TPE
single ply membrane, Armourdek is ideal for high performance
waterproof roofing. With excellent thermal and acoustic
properties it offers superb air tightness and its ‘zero waste’
manufacturing means no material goes to landfill. It can be used
in all construction sectors and is suitable for steel, concrete and
timber frames. The way it’s made means big savings in time and

resources to construction projects. For example, as the single ply membrane is applied to
Armourdek in the factory the panel can simply be delivered and craned into place on site,
minimising the need to install a separate roofing system. This saves a significant amount of time –
and with available sizes up to 12m x 4m, installation can be as quick as 1,000m2 per day! IKO
Polymeric offers a full service from initial consultation through to specification and design and on-
going monitoring and maintenance. An Armourdek brochure highlights all the benefits and includes
technical drawings and load tables. For more information on Armourdek please contact Kevin
Bowsher, Business Manager of IKO Polymeric’s Specialised Products Division, on 07793 577011
or email kevin.bowsher@iko.com or see www.ikogroup.co.uk/armourdek/.
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Extra Care Throughout 
Swindon Borough Council is
delivering quality care to its
tenants, through to its
maintenance of housing
stock with the help of
Protan. The Authority’s
Newburgh House
development was originally
built in the 1960s, and
needed re-roofing. The best

value solution has been to use 1.5mm thick fleece-backed Protan EX-A
adhered system, installed directly onto the existing concrete deck by
contractor Williams Roofing. “It delivered on all fronts,” explained
Williams Roofing’s Simon Cross. “The Council wanted an adhered
system in place of the original felt, to improve longevity, and minimise
the noise and disruption that residents would be subjected to if a
mechanically fixed option had been employed. “The fleece backing that
is an integral part of Protan’s EX-A system helped supplement the
insulation improving the building’s thermal performance.” Added Paul
Hewer, Swindon Borough Council senior project surveyor, “Williams
Roofing gave us the best value solution in terms of overall cost of the
project, and the roof’s performance over time.” EX-A is the only system
available from Protan that uses adhesives, and is particularly suited to
refurbishment projects. Protan EX-A membrane has a proven durability
of 30+ years, and is quick to install. Call Protan on 01925 658001 or
email customercare@protan.co.uk.

Cembrit BBA Certified Slates Provide Natural
Finish to New Housing Development

Jutland, smooth and Zeeland,
textured BBA certified fibre cement
slates from Cembrit, have
demonstrated their versatility, design
and performance features on a
stylish, nature-inspired housing
development in the seaside town of
Weymouth. Pemberly consists of 176
houses, townhouses, apartments and

bungalows, from one to four bedrooms.  Poole-based building contractor,
F.H.Cummings worked with roofing specialist, Weatherbury Roofing on
this project. Having installed Cembrit slates in the past, the roofer
specified Jutland and Zeeland fibre cement slates. Finding a roofing
material that would blend in with the natural surroundings,
accommodate the varying roof pitches and meet the high specification
requirements was a challenge. Simon Coleman, Contracts Manager of
Weatherbury Roofing said  “Cembrit fibre cement slates are lightweight
and pre-holed, two features that were beneficial to us. This, combined
with the fact that these slates don’t require any grading or sorting, meant
that we were able to speed up the installation process. The fact that
Cembrit’s slates come in a variety of surface textures allows us to choose
a slate for each design”. Cembrit holds five BBA Certificates for its fibre
cement slate range, which is A/A+- rated. For more information, and to
download the fibre cement slate guide, visit
www.cembrit.co.uk.
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Sika Liquid Plastics Cures Resident and
Contractor Challenges in Housing Refurbishments
Sika Liquid Plastics has developed a rapid range of liquid applied
membranes for social
housing refurbishment
schemes with cure times of
as little as 20 minutes, even
at very low temperatures.
The Sikalastic Rapid range
utilises PMMA (Polymethyl
methacrylate) technology,
offering one of the fastest
curing times of any liquid
applied membrane in the
market. PMMA has proved to
be advantageous for situations where the contractor’s access to the area
to be treated may be restricted, and a fast application is desirable.  A
typical scenario would include communal walkways and stair wells, where
residents require access to their home within an acceptable time period.
Sarah Spink, product manager at Sika Liquid Plastics, said: “While
maintenance of public areas is essential, we found that providers are keen
to carry out works with minimum disruption to residents and to keep costs
down where possible. The Sikalastic Rapid Range can also be utilised as a
liquid applied waterproofing membrane on flat roofs with limited access
and gutters, where speed of application is a major advantage. For more
information on the Sikalastic Rapid Range please visit
www.liquidplastics.co.uk or call 01772 259781. Enquiry 54Enquiry 53

Prater Reveals New Look and New Website
Specialist building envelope
contractor Prater has unveiled its
new branding and website, with an
official launch at its annual Supply
Chain Conference in April 2016. With
the branding currently being rolled
out across the business, the website
allows Prater’s projects and people
to do the talking - reflecting the
company’s position as the UK’s
leading external envelope contractor
and a trusted partner for many.
Prater’s new branding acknowledges
the heritage of the company by using
its signature colour blue and the new look is bold, uncomplicated and
aligned with its parent company, Lindner. Central to this rebrand, is the
development of a new Prater website. Featuring stunning photography,
project and sector specific videos, the site allows Prater to showcase its
extensive portfolio - including some of the UK’s most complex construction
projects, across a wide range of sectors. The new website provides greater
insight into Prater’s integration of BIM and digital engineering, looking at
how this is allowing the company to de-risk the construction process and
deliver successful projects for its clients. The new responsive site features
simplified navigation, allowing users to intuitively access key information
through fewer clicks via a smartphone or tablet. To access the new Prater
website, visit www.prater.com. Enquiry 61

Fall Protection Takes Off at Virgin Atlantic 
Safesite, a supplier of fall
protection solutions, has
provided Virgin Atlantic with a
collective roof edge protection
system that ensures optimum
roof top safety for maintenance
and inspection teams and
complies with all relevant
health and safety regulations.
Located in Crawley, ‘The Base’
is one of two Virgin Atlantic
buildings that house its global
Headquarters. Close to Gatwick Airport and Crawley’s city centre, the
building provides training and technical facilities for cabin crews, pilots and
engineers. Built in the 70s, the building includes an extensive flat PVC roof,
split over several levels. The roof featured partially installed guardrails and
failed demarcation systems which were deemed not fit-for-purpose.
Needing a roof top safety upgrade, work began in December 2015 to
provide a continuous, co-ordinated roof safety system to the roof perimeter
and surrounding the roof lights enabling safer roof access. Norland-based,
CBRE Group managed the project and contracted Safesite to specify and
install a full guardrail scheme.  After removing all existing guardrails,
demarcation bases and chain, Safesite installed 900 Lm raked and
standard KeeGuard® systems. CBRE’s Stephen Earl said “The system
Safesite has installed ticks all the boxes for us, and provides the client with
the assurance that anyone accessing the roof will be safe.” For further
information, please visit www.safesite.co.uk/

Enquiry 60
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Car Exporter Chooses TREMCO Waterproofing
The UK car industry
exports over half a million
luxury cars every year.
Most are shipped from
the Port of Southampton,
which is owned by
Associated British Ports
(ABP). The cars are
parked in car storage
facilities – which are
essentially multi-storey
car parks - until the ship
arrives to take them away.
Growing demand means
that ABP needs to double in size one of their five multi-storey storage
facilities. The waterproofing integrity of the roof decks on these car
parks is essential as any water leaking through to levels below could
damage the brand new cars. The selection of a suitable waterproof
membrane has therefore been of major importance to ABP. Main
contractor, Morgan Sindall, needed a membrane system capable of
withstanding joint movements in the precast decks and chose TREMCO’s
CP urethane system for its flexibility and durability and has proved
reliable and cost-effective. As a result, ABP has further specified
TREMCO CP urethane membranes for the refurbishment of two of the
original car parks. All of the applications have been carried out to a high
standard by TREMCO’s long-term partner specialist, Cemplas. For
further information on tremco illbruck, please call 01942 251400 or
visit www.tremco-illbruck.com. Enquiry 09
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Prater Secures Contract on Major Refurbishment in City of London
Specialist contractor Prater has secured a contract and will play
an integral part in the redevelopment of the Angel Court Tower in
the City of London. The £125 million renovation of the 25-storey
tower will increase the total floor space from 18,000 sqm to
28,000 sqm and include the complete replacement of the façade
with floor to ceiling glazing.  Originally built in the 1970s, the
redesign of the tower by Fletcher Priest Architects for Mitsui
Fudosan is part of a wider redevelopment that will also see the
creation of new public spaces in the Bank Conversation Area.  In
a contract worth in the region of £1.4 million, Prater has been
appointed to work on several aspects of the Angel Court Tower
project including both above and below ground waterproofing as
well as the plant room facades and access hatches. Prater will
also install the limestone paving and underlying structures on the
new rooftop terraces.  The Angel Court Tower project, which is
already underway, has been designed to achieve a BREEAM
Excellent rating and is due to be completed in summer 2016. For
further information on Prater visit www.prater.co.uk or follow
@praterltd on Twitter.

The UK’s Biggest Construction Event is Back!
Organised by Media 10, UK Construction Week is back following
its successful launch in 2015. Bringing together nine shows
under one roof to form the most comprehensive industry event in
decades, UK Construction Week will return to the Birmingham
NEC on 18 – 20 October 2016. With some of the industry’s
biggest names already signed up including JCB, Kingspan,
Screwfix and CEMEX, as well as support from a growing number
of leading trade associations, visitors will not want to miss UK
Construction Week 2016. In 2015, UK Construction Week
attracted more than 24,000 trade visitors and 650 exhibitors and
this year’s show is set to be even bigger. Not only will the show provide visitors with the chance to
benefit from exclusive deals from leading brands, but it will also give them the opportunity to network
with fellow professionals, learn more about the latest legislation and the future of the construction
industry, see the latest innovations and progress their careers through learning new skills. Lee
Newton, CEO of Media 10, said: “As the largest event dedicated to knowledge sharing, championing
good practice and problem solving, UK Construction Week is for the whole industry. There is no other
construction event that can compete at this level." For more information visit
www.ukconstructionweek.com or follow @UK_CW on Twitter.
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New Catalogue for Freefoam
Freefoam has launched a brand new Product
Cataloguecontaining the complete range of
Freefoam products including PVC-U and
PVC-UE fascia, soffit, rainwater systems,
exterior cladding, interior panelling and
decking. With over 2000 product items its A5
compact format is ideal for building
professionals, roofline fitters and roofers to
keep a copy handy. The catalogue is divided
into product categories with colour coding to
make finding ranges quick and easy.  All
fascia styles, Square Leg, Square Edge,
Bullnose and Ogee have now been grouped
together illustrating the range of boards
available in each style. All pages also include
a quick reminder of other product ranges and
online services. Freefoam has long been recognised as the colour specialist
both for roofline and PVC cladding and all colours are listed for each
product allowing users to clearly see the extensive range of options
available to them. A handy foldout sheet also shows high resolution images
of each colour allowing colour matching to other products. The catalogue
is included on Freefoam’s App and all product brochures can be
downloaded from www.freefoam.com. Louise Sanderson, Freefoam
Marketing Manager commented “We have redesigned the catalogue
focusing on customer needs making it easier to find product ranges and
clearer to see product options – everything in one place!” Enquiry 30

Cembrit UK Builds for the Future
Cembrit UK is part of Cembrit
Holdings A/S, a leading European
distributor and manufacturer of
fibre-cement products. The group
company has introduced a new
visual identity, including new
website, logo, and strapline –
Building Better Days - to mark the
beginning of a new era for the nearly
90-year-old building materials
group. Cembrit UK also has some
news of its own. Since the new

owners took over Cembrit last year, the Danish building materials group
has undertaken a comprehensive, strategic shift from its origins
manufacturing corrugated sheets to being a service-orientated supplier
of many types of fibre-cement building products, specialising in façade
solutions. As part of this shift the Cembrit group has also launched a
new, international identity that unifies the group’s 17 subsidiaries across
Europe and focuses on supporting users of Cembrit in addition to its
extensive product portfolio. Besides fibre cement products Cembrit UK
continues its range of top quality natural slates. Customers benefit from
the personal attention offered by five regional depots and their expertise
in sourcing top quality natural slates for problem free roofing. Cembrit
UK also has appointed a new Managing Director, Thomas Heldgaard, an
MBA qualified professional with UK construction experience. Contact:
Cembrit UK, tel. 020 8301 8900 or see www.cembrit.co.uk. Enquiry 29

Boxing Clever with Securikey’s Safety Knife and
Retractor

Knife safety is thrown into sharp relief
with the retractable safety knife, cord and
karabiner from physical security product
supplier, Securikey. Ideal for warehouse
and distribution centre use, the 90cm
cord and karabiner fixing allows for
hands-free work whilst still keeping the
knife within easy reach, making it one of
the most reliable and convenient safety
tools on the market. Earlier this year,
Keira Dunnet was stunned when her
seven year old daughter opened a
delivery of toy building blocks to discover
it contained a used three inch blade from

a packing knife!  Unfortunately, this is not the first story of its kind and is
a potentially costly error. When working with knives, safety should always
be paramount and, situations like Keira’s can be easily prevented with
Securikey’s safety knife and retractor. Tested to a staggering one million
pulls, the high strength polyester cord ensures that the knife cannot be
dropped or left behind.  For extra security, the knife includes a tape
splitter so that packaging tape can be cut without exposing a blade.
Further advice on knife safety in the workplace can be found at:
www.HSE.gov.uk. For information on Securikey call 01252 311888, email
enquiries@securikey.co.uk or go to securikey.co.uk.

Enquiry 32

Get Shorty for Summer
Keep cool and get the job
done this summer with
the Scruffs Trade Shorts.
Built for technical
performance on site,
these shorts are both
durable and lightweight.
With easy to access
cargo pocket, phone
pocket, rule pocket and
tuck away holster pocket,
the shorts offer tough
functionality with
reinforcement in key
stress areas. Setting the
standard since 2003,
Scruffs designs workwear
and safety footwear for a new generation of trade professionals. Engineered
with technical expertise for comfort, durability and functionality, Scruffs
workwear is made to work as hard as you do. For ultimate performance on
the job and everyday style, Scruffs is smart enough for business, strong
enough for work and #SCRUFFSENOUGH for anything.
For full range info and to find out more about the 2016 Spring/Summer
Product Guide, call 0115 938 9000 or email
sales@birchwoodpricetools.com.

Enquiry 36

Dallmer Introduces ‘Red Zone’ Roof Drain
From the Met Office to
the Governor of the Bank
of England, we are
constantly being warned
about the potential
consequences of Climate
Change and the risk of
more frequent extreme
weather events but are
offered few lasting
solutions other than
“cutting carbon
emissions” – which is why Dallmer has introduced its high capacity ‘Red’
Drain.  The unit’s red colour identifies it as a separate system from the
conventional flat roof drainage and is intended to provide overflow when
the main outlets are being overwhelmed. Crucially, the versatile design
can be connected to chutes or to pipework in gravity or siphonic systems.
This clears excess storm-water quickly before it can find vulnerable joints
(typically where the waterproofing meets upstands) or exert excess
structural loads. ‘Red’ Drain variants can be installed as part of a new
roof or retrofitted into an existing one and are adjustable to suit different
insulation thicknesses and waterproofing systems, including Bitumen
felt, single ply PVC, TPO, EPDM as well as liquid applied membranes. The
‘Red’ Drain will either be situated on the flat roof itself or within a box
gutter and will compensate for secondary drainage systems that tend to
silt up through their occasional use. Visit www.dallmer.de/en. 

Enquiry 34

Redland adds Rapid Roof Vent Tile for Slate 10
Redland is adding to its
range with a new Rapid Roof
Vent Tile designed to be
used alongside the iconic
Redland Slate 10 tile range.
With rising demand in the
new-build and re-roofing
markets, the Rapid Roof
Vent Tile for Slate 10 will
assist contractors in
providing mechanical, soil or
roof space ventilation to

comply with BS 5250:2011, reducing the risk of harmful condensation in
the roof. Designed to look like a standard roof tile, the Rapid Roof Vent Tile
comes with an Underlay Seal for improved fit and controlled ventilation.
The Rapid Roof Vent Tile has been meticulously tested, ensuring it
provides superior weather performance, making it suitable for use in all UK
exposure zones. The vents have an impressive pitch range of between
17.5° and 60°, which guarantees their versatility in all roofing situations
and conditions. Available in four colours: Grey, Terracotta, Black and
Brown, the vent is compatible with the Slate 10 range including the
Landmark 10 Slate, Saxon 10 Slate, Richmond 10 Slate and MockBond
Richmond 10 Slate. In stock from April 2016, the vent is supplied in single
packs allowing perfect ventilation for any roof containing Slate 10 tiles.
See the vents section of Redland’s website at
www.redland.co.uk/RapidRoofVents. Enquiry 31
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Alumasc “Single Point” System Protects School Roofs
A new Alumasc Euroroof waterproofing system has been
installed on nine refurbished roof areas at Brownmead Primary
Academy in Shard End, Birmingham, providing an effective
long-term solution. Following numerous historic repairs to the
school’s previous waterproofing system, Educational Support
Services West Midlands (ESSWM) commissioned Alumasc to
perform a detailed site survey of all flat roof areas. The
resulting Roof Condition Report stated that the original system
integrity was seriously compromised. ESSWM appointed

approved installer, Clarendon Roofing to refurbish 1,200m2 of existing roof areas with Alumasc’s
Euroroof BUR (built-up roof) waterproofing system, to deliver high-performance waterproofing and a
fully engineered Cut to falls insulation scheme.  All internal drainage locations were refurbished with
the Roof Pro PRODRAIN refurbishment RWO (Rain Water Outlet), and the original roof lights were
replaced with Alumasc Type A Roof lights - to provide a fully Part L2B compliant system. Effective
planning and teamwork was essential, as all of the work had to be completed without disrupting the
functioning of the primary school. ESSWM Managing Partner Scott Timmins commented: “From the
outset, Alumasc have been excellent. The thoroughness of their initial site survey and the design
solution they proposed were impressive, and the quality of the work undertaken by their approved
installer, Clarendon Roofing, was first-rate”. Enquiry 24

Pasquill Provides Structural Timber
Solutions for New Staffs School

Pasquill, the largest supplier of trussed rafters in
the UK, has manufactured and delivered over
500 metal web floor cassettes plus fifty 14.5m
wide roof trusses for a new school under
construction at Kidsgrove in Staffordshire.
Manufactured at a rate of over 180 per week at
the company’s Chorley branch, the floor
cassettes were delivered within three weeks on
behalf of Innovaré Systems, a major UK provider
of SIP solutions. The high width of the roof
trusses was necessary in order to accommodate
the school’s mechanical & electrical plant
requirements. The floor cassettes feature Posi-
Joists, which combine the light weight of timber
with the strength of a steel web. They offer easy
access for the installation and maintenance of
the services in a floor zone. Pasquill’s client,
Innovaré Systems is providing an energy efficient
structure using their i-SIP Structural Insulated
Panel system. Commenting on the project, Alex
Banks, Head of Project Delivery for Innovaré said:
“As a SIPs supplier from design to build, the key
benefit to our clients is speed with design
flexibility. The partnership we have developed
with Pasquill has really enabled us to speed up
the installation process.”

The Master Craftsman

Redland’s Rosemary Clay Craftsman tiles have
been used to re-roof a grand Edwardian
building in Leamington Spa which was
devastated by fire in February 2014, destroying
over half the roof. As part of the restoration
project, Coventry-based Pro-Roof had to
completely remove the remains of the roof and
rebuild it using materials sympathetic to the
original and surrounds. Darren Dodd, Redland
Account Manager, said: “I visited the site to
gather samples and match the tile – in this
case, the Rosemary Clay Craftsman in Albury.
“The Craftsman is handcrafted to provide
authentic natural textures and a heritage,
weathered look but with all the qualities and
strength of a brand new tile.” The project used
around 31,000 tiles and, due to onsite
restrictions, these had to be supplied in small
usable quantities, delivered direct from the
local Redland Bedworth plant where the tiles
are manufactured. Mark Ludlow from Pro-Roof,
said: “Everyone involved in the project was
delighted with the outcome. The service from
Redland was first-class and the Craftsman tiles
work perfectly in terms of how they look and fit
with the surrounding area.” Blackdown Hall was
completed in Autumn 2015 and now comprises
nine luxury apartments. For further information
visit www.redland.co.uk. Enquiry 19
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Strike a Pose with Carl Kammerling’s Blue Steel
Strutting its stuff in product innovation, C.K tools is
reinvigorating the market with its C.K Blue Steel Impact Bits,
designed to meet growing demand for impact drills.  The C.K
Blue Steel Impact Bits have been manufactured from
exceptionally tough, specially formulated V8 alloy steel,
providing a vastly extended working life compared to standard
screwdriver bits. With impact drills combining much higher
rotational torque than traditional drills, the C.K Blue Steel
Impact Bits feature torsion control technology to withstand the
stresses of high torque applications, resulting in less bit
breakage. Understanding that durability, accuracy and strength
are key requirements for professional results, the C.K Blue
Steel Impact Bits have been designed to dramatically increase
speed and productivity on the job and provide unparalleled
performance. Graham Godfrey, C.K tools brand manager
commented: “C.K tools continuously looks to develop its product range for the benefit of the end-user.
We have witnessed a rise in popularity of impact drills among our dedicated focus group of tradesmen,
who expressed a need for durable impact bits that would guarantee performance.” For further
information please visit www.carlkammerling.com or call 01758 704704.
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New IKO EPDM Guide “Best Available”
IKO PLC has launched a new print and online installation
guide for its Ruberseal EPDM Roofing System.
“Feedback from roofing contractors – and the merchants
they buy from – on the new brochure has been
fantastic,” says Paul Owen, Commercial Director of IKO
Distribution. “We’ve designed it to make installing
Ruberseal as easy and quick as possible, so builders can
finish every job perfectly.” The A5 guide covers every
aspect of installation from roof build-up and seam
jointing to corner detailing and rainwater outlets, with
step-by-step pictures and technical drawings. It’s
supported by an informative YouTube video at:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=j7Ssmp07_OI. Wayne
Haddon, of large independent merchant Burton Roofing, adds: “The format is both detailed and user
friendly. With the technical drawings and estimating guide for quotes it makes the manual one of the
best available.”  IKO’s Ruberseal EPDM is a BBA approved, high quality membrane with a life
expectancy of up to 40 years. It can also be supplied as a pre-fabricated membrane for domestic and
small commercial work, where merchants submit their customers’ roof dimensions. For more details
on Ruberseal and its new guide, call 0844 412 7224   or follow @ikoplc. Enquiry 17

Decra Provides New Tiles for Cadet Centre Refurbishment
When the Lowland Reserves Training Centre on
Gilbertfield Road, South Lanarkshire, needed
refurbishing, it called HCS Roofing Ltd to provide a new
roof. A range of Icopal’s Decra products and accessories
were specified to deliver a robust and long-lasting roof
within a rapid installation period. The works were carried
out in three phases, with Monaperm 700 breather
membrane and Decra Stratos lightweight tile with
accessories such as D Ridges, Barges, Counter Battens,
Tile Battens and lead valleys. The Monarperm 700
breather membrane is a vapour control layer chosen for
its strength and durability. The blue and grey coloured
breathable roofing underlay is made from polypropylene with a dark grey microporous film for
added UV and ageing stability. These lightweight and easy to handle materials are capable of
withstanding a wide temperature range and combatting rot or fungal attacks. As it is non-tenting, it
can be laid directly over insulation boards for added ease. To finish the roof, the Decra Stratos
lightweight tile provided an economic and attractive finish. The project was completed in 2014 and
won HCS Roofing Ltd the title of ‘Decra Roofing Winner’ at Icopal’s IMA Awards for this year’s AGM.
For more information on Icopal and its products, visit www.icopal.co.uk.

Norbord’s New Website Gives
Easy Access to Panel Boards

Norbord has heralded 2016 with a fresh online
presence and a great new website design. The
new website is contemporary, attractive and
super up-to-date; it’s easy to navigate and full of
information. The site’s clear signposting quickly
guides users to where they want to go whether
they’re looking for product information,
technical support, documentation, purchasing
advice or informative case studies. Alongside
these sections are pages presenting the latest
Norbord news and background information
about the company. Visitors to the site will also
find information about Norbord’s environmental
priorities and its role in sustainable
development. By rolling up its previously
standalone “Better by Nature” sustainability site
into the parent website, Norbord has included a
wealth of useful data not only about its own
products but also about the environmental
impact of the global timber trade. A growing
concern over the importation of timber products
– plywood especially – from unsustainable
sources has focused the industry’s attention on
the environmental profile of the wood-based
products they use. The new website information
will prove invaluable to buyers and specifiers
anxious to source materials sustainably and
responsibly. For further information, call 01786
812 921 or visit www.norbord.co.uk.

Timloc Introduces New Roofline Solutions
Timloc, one of the UK’s leading building products
manufacturers, has extended its roofline and
above product range with four new universal dry
fix roof systems for new build and refurbishment
projects. The new solutions are a Dry Fix Verge
system for profiled roof tiles and a Dry Fix
Continuous Verge solution for slate and flat tiles,
as well as convenient 6m Dry Fix Ventilated Ridge
and Hip installation packs. Not only has Timloc
designed and manufactured dry fix systems that
perform to the highest standards, but they’ve also
incorporated some great features to deliver fast, straightforward and reliable installations. These
include extended fixing locators, allowance of guttering and a simple, fast dry verge eaves closer
starter process and a project specific order service. This is all without comprising on Timloc’s
commitment to deliver value for money products and solutions. All the new Timloc dry fix products
offer universal design appeal and project flexibility as they are compatible with the majority of today’s
roof, ridge and hip tiles and slates and are suitable for most roof pitch types from 15-55 degrees. For
more information, call the Timloc sales team on 01405 765567 or email sales@timloc.co.uk.
Alternatively, visit www.timloc.co.uk.

Glidevale Offers One Size Fits
All Universal In-line Tile

Ventilator

Glidevale, the specialist building products and
ventilation solutions provider, has introduced
a universal in-line flat interlocking tile
ventilator for roofs to complement its existing
tile ventilator range. Suitable for both
stockists and contractors, the ventilator
provides a ‘one size fits all’ solution which can
be easily installed as part of the normal tiling
process. AA fire rated and with a guaranteed
ventilation area of 10,000mm2, the ventilator
is offered in six UV-stable colours. It can be
used with a range of tile profiles including
Marley Modern, Redland Mini Stonewold,
Sandtoft Calderdale and Russell Grampian
amongst many others. The ventilator’s sleek
and unobtrusive finish is complementary to
the overall aesthetics of the roof. It offers
superior wind uplift resistance and its
concealed baffles catch any wind driven rain or
snow. It can be adapted into a soil ventilation
pipe or mechanical extraction terminal by
means of a Glidevale pipe adaptor and flexible
pipe. Call 0161 905 5700, email
sales@glidevale.com or visit
www.glidevale.com. 

Enquiry 07

Enquiry 15

Enquiry 08

Enquiry 12

Langley Strengthens Its Position with String of Key Appointments
National roofing and waterproofing
expert, Langley, has made four
significant appointments in line with
its ambitious growth strategy to
further strengthen its position as a
UK market leader. Ray Horwood
CBE and Anne Hubble join as Non-
Executive Director and Group

Finance Director respectively and Dean Wincott and Michael Smith join Langley Waterproofing
Systems Ltd as Sales and Marketing Director and Head of Technical. These appointments signal
changes across the sales & marketing, finance and technical sides of the business. With more than
120 years combined experience, the new additions arrive as Langley continues to grow and expand
its services across the UK. Tony Silvestri, Managing Director of Langley, commented: “Over the past
12 months we have seen steady growth and these new appointments show Langley’s continual
commitment to optimising its future by creating solid depth and foundations. Our focus is firmly on
quality and service, something which is reflected in the calibre of our new appointments. These new
additions bring a wealth of experience that will ensure Langley continues to deliver a first class
service for its contractors, stakeholders and clients alike.” For more information on
Langley’s extensive range of roofing solutions visit www.langley.co.uk. Enquiry 47

Win £250 to spend at 

SIG Roofing on FIX-R!

RR OOOO FF IINN GG  TTOO DDAAYY   

RR EEAA DDEE RR  OO FFFF EERR

SIG Roofing is offering four lucky Roofing Today

readers a chance to win £250 to spend in branch

on their leading own label range of 

FIX-R flat roofing products.

Pop in to your local branch to find out more about the FIX-R range. To find
your local branch or to contact SIG Roofing visit www.sigroofing.co.uk.

Whatever you need for your flat roofing 

job, SIG Roofing has you covered!

Enter today and you can win £250 to spend on the FIX-R range 

SIG Roofing’s FIX-R range is designed to meet the
roofing contractor’s specific needs - tried and tested
to deliver a quality you can rely on and providing the
right solution for the job in hand. 

For the chance to win a FIX-R voucher worth £250 just
complete the Advertising Enquiry Card and tick the

Reader Offer box.

Alternatively, email your details to 

readeroffer@roofingtoday.co.uk

The four lucky winners will be selected at random from
all entries received by 29th July 2016.

FIX-R Torch on Felt - range of SBS
and APP Torch-applied built up
flat roofing systems supported by
warranties of 10-20 years. Ask in
branch about the NEW FIX-R 20!

FIX-R Liquid Waterproofing - single
component wet-on-wet application,
that is cost effective and ready to
use. Ideal for all applications with
warranties up to 15 years.

FIX-R EPDM - from the world’s
largest EPDM manufacturer, with
exceptional longevity,
weatherability and elasticity.
Warranties up to 20 years and cut
to size service.  

FIX-R Paints & Primers - full range
suitable for use on wide variety of
substrates. Range includes:
Bitumen Primer and Paint, Roofing
Felt Adhesive, Aluminium Paint
and an All Weather Roof Coat.

FIX-Rcryl - fibre-reinforced, one
coat patch and repair solution
suitable for most surfaces,
available in Black, Grey, White.
Instant shower protection, high UV
resistance and low colour change.

UK Worker of the Year 2016 Goes Live with
Incredible Prizes including “£250K Cash

UK WOTY, now in its seventh year,
and running through to September,
is sponsored by workwear giants
Dickies, in association with Honda
and ASDA, is open to anyone in the
UK who works, and offers an
amazing choice of prizes this year,
including £250,000.00 cash, a
Honda Jazz car, a Honda Crosstourer
1200cc motorbike, a Honda Marine
Rib boat, a year’s free shopping at
ASDA, a luxury holiday and many
more goodies. Kirk Ehrlich, President
of Williamson-Dickie Europe Ltd,
said: “We are delighted to have opened up this year’s competition and to
have the exciting association with two outstanding brands such as ASDA
and Honda make for a fantastic seventh year for the UK Worker of the
Year competition”. Katie Washbourne, winner of UK Worker of the Year
2015, commented: “I would urge everyone who hears about the
competition to log on to the website and enter. Winning can change your
life. It certainly did for me, I met some lovely people along the way and
really enjoyed the journey.” It’s easy to enter UK Worker of the Year 2016,
just go to the competition’s website: www.ukworkeroftheyear.com and
answer two simple questions.

IKO PLC Launches Insulation Board with 
Micro Cell Technology

IKO PLC has announced the official launch of its BBA-
approved insulation board, IKO enertherm, made
with unique Micro Cell Technology (MCT). The
insulation board has a multi-layer lamination for long-
lasting performance and an outstanding
0.022W/(m.K) lambda value, which means thermal
insulation values can be met using thinner boards.
The Micro Cell Technology means IKO enertherm
insulation boards retain their shape and dimensional
stability longer than some other PIR boards. MCT has
a very low long-term moisture absorption rate (<0.6%). This means the
boards are rot and mould-resistant and don’t get heavier due to absorbing
water, which reduces the thermal performance. The MCT structure also
gives enertherm more flexibility and excellent compressive strength, so
the boards can be trafficked or walked on without rupturing or leaving
indentations. A new comprehensive Design and Specification Guide for
IKO enertherm is available from IKO PLC on 01257 256 865 or tweet
@ikoplc for a direct link. IKO enertherm is available in various options to
insulate flat and pitched roofs, lofts, basements, floors, cavity walls and
outside walls. Racing fans can see the IKO enertherm brand in the Dunlop
MSA British Touring Car Championship (BTCC). Red Bull Athlete and 2013
champion, Andrew Jordan, and Mat Jackson are driving for The Motorbase
Performance team, all branded with IKO’s innovative insulation product’s
logo. Visit www.ikogroup.co.uk or follow www.linkedin.com/company/iko-
group-plc. Enquiry 65
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One Tool for All Applications 
26one® Magazine Bit Holder by Wiha

When choosing the best hand tool
for everyday work, craftsmen look
for tools which are as light as
possible and which take up as little
space as possible in their toolboxes,
cases, and belts, while still featuring
excellent functionality and
ergonomic and time-saving
properties. When developing new
products, Wiha focuses closely on
user requirements and is now
launching its latest innovation, the
LiftUp 26one® magazine bit holder.
With 13 double bits, it offers 26 of
the most common drive profiles in
one single tool. It saves space and weight, as well as time, since it is
possible to select, remove, and return bits at the mere touch of a button.
A magazine inside the handle opens at the press of a button. As the name
suggests, the 26one® offers the user 13 unique double bits –
encompassing 26 of the most common drive profiles in a compartment
design that guarantees easy access. Users therefore have a wide range of
bits in a single hand tool, which conserves space in the toolbox as it also
lightens up the belt since it only weighs approximately 200g. For more
information visit www.wiha.com.
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