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Whether you’re
speaking to a trainee
or a director, there
should be no
difference in how
people interact and
treat each other.
That’s part of my
mantra in business.”



As the pressure on price is downwards,
productivity has to go up, you’ve got to deliver
better. You’ve got to use technology to help you
become more efficient.
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The whole industry
won’t be immune from
the huge risk from
weaker main
contractors’ lack of
liquidity.
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Extruded polystyrene

(XPS) insulation

boards are the best

solution for inverted

roofs due to their

unparalleled levels

of low water

absorption and the

high compressive

strength of the

boards.
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This year sees the launch of the full Lantra
green roof training suite, which will offer
training and assessment in the installation
and maintenance of green roofs. 
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This survey is
important. The
guidance coming
out of this research
will set the
direction of future
blue roof design.
Your input will
help make that
guidance the best it
can be.
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As an industry, we need to push for anyone
purchasing roofing products to fully
understand their capabilities and how they
are used, to support the highest possible
installation standards.
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It’s a decision most contractors will have to
make: ‘do we stop doing business with
companies which regularly delay payments,
and risk getting less work in the short-term
whilst we look for other customers?’
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Forecast those jobs which will likely be
affected by changing external conditions and
make contact with clients as soon as possible
to let them know how your business is
responding to the situation.
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At a time when you

are unable to

provide a fully

normal service, it’s

crucial to switch

your focus from

promoting your

company to

appropriate brand

building.
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Joining the IoR enables individuals to use the
status of membership with qualifications after
their name. Our members are also eligible for
a Professionally Qualified Person CSCS Card.
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Regardless of whether
the DPC is set at
front apron or back
gutter level, there will
be an area of
chimney brickwork
that is at risk from
dampness
permeating below the
roofline. 
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CUPA PIZARRAS’ Heavy 3
slate has been selected to
deliver the traditional look of
Scottish slate for the
redevelopment and extension
of the historic Kingshouse
Hotel in the Glencoe area of
the Scottish Highlands.
Natural slate was specified
for the roof to provide a
continuation of the style of
the original building and to
match with the inn building
that would be retained.
CUPA PIZARRAS’ Heavy 3
slate was chosen for its close resemblance to the traditional Ballachulish slate, which
was produced locally between 1693 and 1955 and was used on the roof of the original
Kingshouse. The dark grey, seven to eight millimetre thick CUPA PIZARRAS Heavy 3
slates closely replicate the colour and thickness of the original Scottish slates, as well
as the characteristic pyrite crystals often visible on the surface. Catherine Cope,
Associate at Covell Matthews Architects explained: “We had specified CUPA Heavy 3
on previous projects where we needed a replacement for traditional local slate and knew
it would provide the look we wanted.” The new Kingshouse Hotel opened to the public
on 8th February 2019. For more information visit www.cupapizarras.com/uk.

 
Leading power tool manufacturer Makita
has added two new rivet guns to its power
tool range. The DRV150Z and DRV250Z
include Makita’s innovative LXT battery
technology and brushless motor for
maximum efficiency. The DRV150Z and
DRV250Z are both powered by Makita’s
18V LXT batteries, which offer industry-
leading run times and charge times,
improving on-site efficiency. LXT means
that the DRV150Z and DRV250Z benefit
from anytime charge (without the need to
drain down) and minimal self-discharge
and the battery indicator lights makes it
simple for operators to monitor how much
charge their tools have, improving
operator productivity. The machines are
compatible with Makita’s 5Ah and 6Ah
LXT batteries. Kevin Brannigan, Marketing Manager at Makita, said: “The combination
of cordless and brushless technologies makes Makita’s new models up to 50% more
efficient than alternative machines. The DRV150Z and DRV250Z have been designed
to ensure that operators can keep working for longer. There are no concerns about the
tool overheating due to friction in the motor or the batteries losing charge too quickly
or taking a long time to recharge.” To find out more about Makita and its wide range
of products please visit www.makitauk.com.

 
Hambleside Danelaw have
always conducted extensive
research, design and testing to
provide the best dry-fix
solutions to roofers and house
builders alike, in order to
ensure efficient roof
weatherproofing, and
confidence in durability.
Continuing this reputation of
innovation and exceptional
quality of product, Hambleside
Danelaw have done it again
launching InVerg ™, a game changing dry-fix solution to the plain tile market. InVerg™
is a patented*, never-before-seen, interlocking dry-verge system, suitable formost
machine-made single and double cambered clay and concrete Plain Tile types. The
verge units consist of 2 blades that slot in-between the corresponding course of plain
tiles, preventing weather ingress and carrying out any excess water and debris down
the channels and out at the eaves, minimising staining of the verge and gable end.
“The InVerg™ design allows for a streamlined outer appearance of the verge units; with
a stepped edge and smooth lap joints, the verge units rest discretely in line with the
edge and course of the tiles.,” comments Paul Lambert, Field Technical Support. The
unique system includes two distinctive components, the InVerg™ units and the Eaves
Bracket, designed exclusively to securely start the system from the eaves. 
*Patent Pending GB1911327.3

 

Apollo Roofing Solutions, part of the Apollo
group, the UK’s largest privately-owned liquid
adhesive, sealant, primer and coating
manufacturer has welcomed Mark Turland as
its new Procurement Manager. Mark joins
Apollo at an exciting time as the business
continues to drive forward its ambitious
strategy for growth and is responsible for
streamlining the purchasing process for
services, materials and equipment across the
business. Commenting on Mark’s
appointment, Apollo M.D. Ian Cornelius, said:
“It’s important for us that we use suppliers
who can meet our high standards and are in
sync with the business’ core values. We’re
delighted to have Mark on board and
confident that with his input we can continue
to improve our customer experience.” Mark joins Apollo with a background in
procurement within the chemical industry looking for a new challenge. Mark said: “It’s
early days in my new role but it’s obvious that I’ve joined a business that is ‘on the up’
and values its employees. With the support of a proactive team, I’m looking forward to
consolidating supply routes to boost business performance whilst maintaining the best
quality products for customers.” For more information about Apollo, its products and
services contact tel. 01827-54281 or visit www.apollo.co.uk.







 
Trying to decide which
VELUX window is
suitable for a project
can be hard at the
best of times, which is
why online roofing
merchant Roofgiant
has developed a tool
to help customers do
just that. The VELUX
window selector has
been developed to
guide customers
through a simple five
step process, encouraging them to choose the size, finish and glazing options they
require. At the end, a single window or a small selection of windows will be presented,
leaving them with a simple choice of which one to buy. The tool was developed using
the knowledge of Roofgiant’s roofing experts combined with the expertise of their web
development team. Elaine Gardner, Commercial Manager, said: “We know how difficult
it is for people to understand which window they require, and we also know that
VELUX is a well known brand when it comes to roof windows. We decided to develop
this tool so that customers can choose and checkout online without needing to speak
to our sales team.” Roofgiant have already seen an increase of 40% for sales of VELUX
windows and expect that number to rise as more and more customers come to their
website to use the tool. 



 
Fixfast, a leading manufacturer and supplier
of fasteners, has launched two major
initiatives to support the correct specification
of fasteners for the building envelope.
Architects and contractors can access a
comprehensive technical support service
providing guidance on project-specific
fastener selection and testing.
Complementing the new service, a highly-
detailed Specification Guide can be
downloaded by specifiers as useful reference
material. Both initiatives have been
introduced to encourage more consistent and
improved specification of building envelope
fasteners, and therefore enable the
construction of better, safer, and longer-lasting buildings. Against a construction
industry background of increased scrutiny on building product safety and quality, Ken
Lynes, M.D. of Fixfast, explains “Although a small detail, it’s critical that the right
fastener is used for the right building application. The consequences of a building or its
sub-systems failing could be very serious. In addition to the obvious impact on public
safety, using the wrong fastener could compromise the building’s whole-life value, and
introduce the risk of litigation for the people involved in creating it.” The Specification
Support Service promises responses to queries within 48 hours, access to Fixfast’s
dedicated Technical Support Team, and advice on what fastener will meet the required
system specification. Visit www.fixfast.com/SpecificationSupport.
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In addition
to its use on
roofs, the
versatility
of slate
means it
can also be
used as a
cladding
material on
residential
projects.

   



 
















 














 












 





 





 



























POLYFOAM XPS has
achieved the newly
launched ISO 45001
international standards
for Occupational
Health and Safety
Management Systems.
The manufacturer of
extruded polystyrene
has been approved and
certified to the
standard following an
external audit from
Bureau Veritas
Certification. The
achievement reflects the robust systems that are in place at the Polyfoam XPS
headquarters in Hartlepool that prevent work-related injury and ill health, and
proactively improve its occupational health and safety performance. Stuart Bell, M.D.
of Polyfoam XPS, said: “The continuous development of our management systems
underpins this achievement and demonstrates our ongoing commitment to improve all
aspects of our business. “We are rigorously audited to maintain accreditation to all our
certified standards. This ensures we can continue to provide a professional service that
meets our customers’ requirements, and that we canidentify and reduceoperational
risks within our business.” ISO 45001 replaces OHSAS 18001 in March 2021. For
more information about Polyfoam XPS visit www.polyfoamxps.co.uk.

  

Sometimes you need to
replace a radius gutter
(guttering that follows the
shape of a circular
roofline) on a conservation
or renovation project and
it needs to be ‘like for
like’. The original pattern
for ‘sand casting’ of that
specific Cast Iron radius
gutter may be long gone,
but we can use the pieces
you still have to create
new ‘patterns’ and cast
new matching radius gutters for you. This is known as a ‘True Cast’ Radius Gutter. In
another case you may be allowed to replace the original Cast Iron radius gutters with
Cast Aluminium. If so, we can arrange for a new pattern to be made from the pieces
that need to be replaced and/or from measurements and calculations from plans of the
current roofline. If the project calls for a more contemporary style of gutter, we can ‘cut
and mitre’ (welding together segments of machine mitred gutter to achieve a given
radius) lengths of extruded or pressed aluminium gutter to create the curve necessary
for your roofline. The friendly, knowledgeable team at Rainclear Systems are happy to
offer technical advice and quotations. Visit www.rainclear.co.uk tel. 0800 644 44 26
or email sales@rainclear.co.uk.

 

To support their range of liquid
waterproofing products, SIG
Design & Technology are working
with EAP to exclusively supply
their innovative LIQUIROOF
insulation boards. This
partnership combines their
expertise on both the insulation
and waterproofing under one
package. LIQUIROOF
interlocking PIR boards deliver a
super-flat surface ideal for liquid
and flat roofing systems. Liquid waterproofing coatings are typically between 1.25 to
2mm thick meaning even the most minor imperfections in the substrate surface can
create alignment issues and stress points on the outer surface coating. LIQUIROOF
fully supported PIR insulation boards interlock on all 4 sides, from top to bottom, to
create a strong and solid surface with no raised edges, misalignment or gaps. Faced
with a lightweight 8mm OSB 3 panel on the topside, LIQUIROOF panels are designed
for use on old or new boarded structures. The polyurethane rigid foam insulation core
provides maximum insulation with minimum panel thickness. The serrated edges on
the boards slot together easily to cover large uneven surfaces and with minimised
alignment time are quick to install. SIG Design & Technology offer a wide range of
liquid waterproofing systems to suit your project with warranties available from 10 to
25 years. Visit http://bit.ly/LIQUIROOF.


High-performance products from
the A. Proctor Group, experts at
solving condensation,
airtightness and energy efficiency
problems in buildings have been
selected for use in the
construction of a British Antarctic
Survey building. The BAS Signy
Cummins Hut is designed to
provide a fully fabricated, fit for
purpose hut, which can be easily
erected to provide short-term
accommodation for two British
Antarctic Survey operatives to carry out incredibly valuable research in extreme polar
conditions. Main Contractor, Mike Robinson of Rothwell Robinson, Manchester
explained.  “In light of the extreme temperatures involved, we approached the A.
Proctor Group who carried out a full condensation risk analysis. Following the risk
analysis, the recommendations adopted included Roofshield® for the roof and
Procheck® 500 as a VCL for the walls.” The products reliable performance has been
demonstrated in the toughest locations around the world. Its characteristics allow even
very complex pitched roofs to breathe, without the need for air gaps or secondary
venting. Procheck 500 is a strong reinforced polyethylene vapour control layer, for use
within roof and wall constructions to prevent warm, moist air escaping from inside the
building and condensing within the insulation. Visit www.proctorgroup.com, email
contact@proctorgroup.com  or tel. 01250 872261.

 

Installers, builders and
homeowners across the UK
and Ireland can now benefit
from an extra rewards boost
this spring, a traditionally
busy time for home
renovation projects, thanks to
VELUX®. The scheme
provides customers with an
opportunity to earn rewards
each time they buy a VELUX
roof window, flat roof
window, sun tunnel, blind or
selected combination
flashings throughout the year. However, for this March and April only, VELUX is giving
away an extra rewards boost by offering £35 of rewards for every white painted roof
window and £70 for every VELUX INTEGRA® electric or solar roof window purchased.
If you purchase 10 VELUX INTEGRA roof windows, you will be entitled to £700 worth
of rewards that can be redeemed at a range of retailers and restaurants including M&S,
Argos, John Lewis, Halfords and Tesco. The last day customers can submit a claim is
15 May 2020. Richard McArthur, marketing manager from VELUX said: “There’s a
host of rewards to take advantage of. Sign up now and you could earn literally
hundreds of pounds worth of rewards for purchasing VELUX products.” To receive
rewards from VELUX, upload your invoice at www.velux.co.uk/rewards.

 







   

Smithy Cottage, an unusual, cruciform
shaped new-build property in
Warrington, has recently been
constructed using CUPA PIZARRAS’
CUPA 2 natural slates. Selected for
uniformity, longevity and aesthetics in-
keeping with the surrounding
properties, the CUPA 2 slates were
used for the roof of the property which
unusually incorporated atrium glazing
and inlaid solar panels. The eye-
catching home was designed by
Fasciato Architects who had been tasked with creating a contemporary, single storey
home. Ian Scullion, Associate at Fasciato Architects comments: “We decided to use a
natural slate for the roofing material to achieve a balance with the brief whilst also
making the house feel homely and appropriate to its context.” Having initially decided
to look into slate as the most suitable solution, Ian met with his local CUPA PIZARRAS
representative, attended a CPD presentation and was intrigued with the products on
offer. “We were impressed with CUPA PIZARRAS’ reputation for producing quality,
traceable roof slates and we were also pleased with help given to us by the area
representative at the time,” Ian commented. “The final finish of the roof is smooth and
sleek, with both the slate selection and the workmanship exceeding our expectations.”
Visit www.cupapizarras.com/uk.
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Work Shorts for the flexible
working environment - designed to
deliver superior comfort and
freedom of movement. Fabric,
Functionality and Fit are hallmarks
of Snickers Workwear, it’s the
innovation and fabric technology in
the design of the new Stretch
Shorts for men and women that
really set these new garments
apart. These new AllroundWork
and FLEXIWorkshorts are great for
working in the warmer months.
Delivering superior flexibility and
comfort, these lightweight work
shorts come in a body-mapping design and a range of new colours including Hi-vis
options. Made from a self-ventilating stretch fabric with Cordura reinforcements for all-
round mobility and durability, they’re packed with comfort and functionality and
specially designed for the fast-paced professional who’s always on the go for delivering
top class work on site. For professional tradesmen and women who rely on their gear
in demanding environments, Snickers Workwear Work Shorts are a must for everyone
who wants the ultimate in cool comfort this summer. To get more information on what’s
right for you in the Snickers Workwear range, visit www.snickersworkwear.co.uk email
sales@hultaforsgroup.co.uk or tel. 01484 854788.



Global circular economy leader and
CEO of Leadax, Roeland van
Delden presented his closed-loop
strategy that is already impacting
cities worldwide, during the
Futurebuild exhibition in London.
Sustainable companies like
Leadax, are developing circular
products that use waste as a raw
material to create and produce
recyclable and sustainable
waterproofing building materials.
Features such as cost price,
quality, capital and scalability are
important to change the way our economy works, however as Mr van Delden described
in his presentation, it is all about mindset and being creative. “Just do it” was the main
advice he gave. His idea of modifying PVB-waste to reuse for circular building materials
like Leadax was a bold move, but it works extremely well. PVB is the foil that is used
in laminated glass (e.g car windows or safety glass). Large amounts of polyvinyl butyral
(PVB) waste are being buried every year, up to 1,500,000,000 kilos each year in
Europe alone and Leadax is using this waste to create their sustainable building
materials. Mr van Delden concluded that he is excited about Leadax vision for the future
and the role it will play in developing a global circular economy. Visit www.leadax.co.uk
or www.cromar.uk.co.uk.


Leading roof window
manufacturer VELUX® has
launched its new STUDIO
window, which is the first roof
window to boast three sashes in
one frame. The innovative, one-
frame design features two VELUX
centre-pivot roof windows on
either side of a fixed unit to bring
in even more daylight and offer a
wider, more impressive view. By
utilising a solar conversion kit,
VELUX STUDIO can be remotely operated via VELUX INTEGRA® technology, offering
greater flexibility to homeowners who want better control of their indoor environment.
The VELUX STUDIO window offers a number of unique benefits to the trade, including:
 It’s easy to order as only one product code and one flashing package are required

to order 
 The innovative one-frame module follows a standard installation process so you

can save time and get the job done in one day
 Having three glazing units in one integrated solution makes installing multiple

windows a whole lot easier
Grant Sneddon, product manager for VELUX, said: “In comparison to a similar triple
combination VELUX roof window installation, VELUX STUDIO’s all-in-one mechanism
provides a more cost effective solution and brings in 23% more daylight.” For more
information, visit www.velux.co.uk/studio.

 

Easi-Dec, the working at height safety specialist, has
supplied an 8m Roofline System to JAL Building
Contractors Ltd to provide the team with confidence
that when they access multiple rooftops in a housing
development in Manchester, they are safe and secure
at all times. The company provides all aspects of new
build and refurbishment works to main contractors
and is currently working alongside Great Places
Housing Group and Knauf to provide cavity wall
insulation and remedial works to solar panels on
social housing projects in Manchester. The team was
impressed by the fast delivery time, with the system
arriving the next day after ordering it. John Chester,
Director of JAL Building Contractors Ltd comments:
“We swiftly received training from Easi-Dec, which
was professionally delivered on site and included in
the purchase price.” Great Places Housing Group and
Knauf have been very impressed with the system
whilst the JAL Building Contractors team has been
working on their properties. They are pleased that by
using the Easi-Dec system, no fixed scaffolding has to
be erected and left up overnight, which can present various safety and security issues.
Visit www.easi-dec.co.uk tel. 01767 691812 or email info@easi-dec.com.


2020 is a significant year for
Freefoam Building Products,
with the company marking 30
years of trading. In 1990
founding M.D. Tony Walsh set
up an extrusion plant in Cork,
Ireland, with one co-extrusion
line. With a vision to provide the
growing home improvement
market with high quality, long
lasting, low maintenance PVC
fascia and soffit, to replace
traditional timber products, the
business grew into a leading
manufacturer in Ireland. Since those humble beginnings Freefoam has become a broad
pan-European business, with manufacturing operations in Ireland and the UK together
with distribution in continental Europe. Tony Walsh, now Chairman, remarked:
"Throughout 2020, we will be looking back at where we started, what we have
achieved, and what our plans are for the future" Today Freefoam Building Products
employs over 300 team members across three locations. Manufacturing facilities
consist of 30 extrusion lines in Ireland and the UK, producing PVC-U and PVC-UE
fascia, soffit, gutter and cladding. Aidan Harte, M.D. explained “We are looking forward
to the future, with further expansion planned for our site in Northampton this year,
ongoing investment in training and development for our team members and growth
strategies in place for our European markets” Visit www.freefoam.com.

 








 

Sika Sarnafil’s single ply roofing membrane has been installed on the UK’s first
dedicated centre for stroke and dementia research at the University of Oxford,
providing a long lasting waterproofing solution for this impressive building. The
facility required a robust and fully integrated waterproofing system that would
accommodate roof penetrations, walkway and PV requirements. Sika Sarnafil, the
UK’s leading single ply roofing manufacturer, was specifically requested for the
project by the University of Oxford and came on board during the early design stages
to help Oxford-based architect firm fjmt with the specification. Sarnafil G410 12 ELF
in Lead Grey along with Sarnavap HD were chosen to weathertight the concrete slab
room. Due to an uneven and rough surface, a system had to be specified that would
overcome this problem. Roofing contractor Vertec liaised with Sika Sarnafil and
opted to mechanically fix the single ply to overcome this. With support from Sika
Sarnafil, who oversaw the project, offering advice and knowledge throughout, Vertec
was able to get the roof weatherproofed on schedule. For more information tel.
01707 394444, email sarnafilroofing@uk.sika.com or visit gbr.sika.com.



Many construction sites have been forced to close prematurely to support the
challenge to reduce the spread of Covid-19. In the light of this, A Proctor Group has
issued the results of tests conducted last year that show contractors can be confident
that their buildings are left protected from the elements. Whilst most membranes are
weather resistant for three months, the best advice is to cover as quickly as possible
with the primary water shedding layer. This is an accurate action to take, as in
extreme cases of weather water ingress may occur. The three main characteristics
which are important to the long-term protection and performance of the roof or wall
are MVTR (Vapour Permeability), water holdout and airtightness. Proctor Group
membranes have been tested quarterly for 12 months during 2019, with all of the
above factors tested periodically.  The results showed the membranes’ main
attributes are robust enough to maintain performance in all categories, preventing
the expense of stripping and replacing when sites open again. While all appreciate
that Breathable Membranes are designed for temporary protection, it is comforting
to know the building is kept safe while you keep safe.

 

  
Makita’s new cordless ratchet wrench is
a versatile, compact and lightweight tool
suitable for use across a wide range of
applications and ideal for accessing tight
spaces. With a number of innovative
features included, the WR100DZ has
been designed to ensure optimum
efficiency and operator productivity. The
WR100DZ ratchet wrench utilises
Makita’s CXT Compact eXtreme
Technology (CXT), making this an ultra-
compact and lightweight (1.0kg-1.2kg)
machine, suitable for extended use. The
inclusion of a LED job light meant that
the WR100DZcan light up the project
space and aid working in restricted, dark
spaces, maximising productivity. For
ease of operation, the WR100DZ includes a variable speed trigger to easily control the
speed and a trigger lock which prevents the trigger from being accidentally pulled,
which also improves operator safety by preventing the tool from being accidentally
turned on. Kevin Brannigan, Marketing Manager at Makita said: “The WR100DZ has
been designed with ease of operation in mind; the inclusion of CXT means its compact,
lightweight design improves handling in tight spaces and overhead applications and
enables operators to use the tool for extended periods of time with minimal fatigue and
with maximum control.” Visit www.makitauk.com.
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