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Of course, the roofing industry has itself evolved
an infrastructure to raise standards and ensure
quality through training in the shape of the
UK-wide network of regional Roof Training
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We recently priced works for a new client and
part of that requirement was to have ALL the
main accreditations despite them being
essentially the same. Add in Safety Schemes in
Procurement (SSIP), plus nearly a 300-page
questionnaire of the client’s own and, wow, what
a time cost! This needs to stop.
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When considering
the safety of glass
rooflights, there are
two priorities – the
building occupants
below and anyone
who accesses the
roof above.















  



 





















































  
 




















 











  



All rooflights which use
toughened glass inner
panes must be
classified as ‘Fragile’.
However, not all
laminated glass
combinations will
achieve a ‘Non-Fragile’
classification.
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Even a modest sized
rooflight can weigh
something akin to a
small elephant! Indeed
it’s not uncommon for
us to produce
rooflights weighing in
excess of 200kg.
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Budget should not
always be the first
priority, and price
must be weighed
against performance
and buildability
criteria to develop a
best-fit specification
for the project
parameters.



















  



 
































































































 
  







  

 
 
 
 



































 






















Crest Nelskamp
helping to keep the
roofing supply chain
moving.
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Prior to applying
mastic asphalt
screeds, very little
preparation is
required, the roof just
needs to be swept
clean and surface
dried.
  



 









































































screed solutions are
sometimes referred
to as a ‘fit and
forget’ solution, as
it is quick cooling
and can be covered

away.


















Mastic asphalt

almost straight
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The Prime Minister has made ‘Greener
Buildings’ a key objective in his Ten Point Plan
for a Green Industrial Revolution and put it at
the heart of a ‘green economic recovery’ that it
is hoped will support 50,000 jobs.
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Every single piece of batten that
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leaves our sawmill is fully







compliant before it leaves the
Baltics.


The Americans have been buying up lots of softwood and, significantly,
paying top dollar for it. This has meant that it’s more profitable for
sawmills to supply America than markets such as the UK.
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A switch to
alternative concrete
tiles represents no
risk for the user;
tiles are
manufactured to
the same Standard
as UK-produced
tiles, that is EN 490.

















It is important to
always obtain a
fixing specification

 

from the tile
manufacturer and


































and where the

not use a spec
produced by another
manufacturer, even
when the alternative
tiles are being used
on an existing site

alternative tiles
appear identical.
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Pinpointing any type of defect or damage
issue within a roof – bar the obvious – is a
difficult process, as water has the ability to
track along and through a roofing system
before reaching the point where it eventually
becomes noticeable to occupants.






















































































Explain how susceptible different materials are to damage from
external forces, as well as how everything from a building’s build-up
and position, to the surrounding environment, can affect a roof ’s
lifespan and integrity.

























































  













  





 
















T
















  










































 
















One solution is to

  

look for products







which are easier
and quicker to
install.


























  



 
























 




Planners previously favoured brick, stone or timber frame barns for
conversion but now Dutch Barns are viewed as an important part of
our farming heritage.











 


 






 







  



 
 








 








































 

  





  







New Neon Jackets and Fleeces from
Snickers Workwear are for the flexible,
working environment, delivering visibly
superior comfort and freedom of
movement. While Fabric, Functionality
and Fit are hallmarks of Snickers
Workwear, it’s the innovation and fabric
technology in the design of the new
FlexiWork Neon Fleece Hoodie, Jacket
and Gilet that really set these new
garments apart. They’re great for working
outdoors in the colder months. Delivering
superior flexibility and comfort, these
lightweight 4-way stretch garments come
in a body-mapping design. They are made
from an Elastane/Polyester fabric with a
water-and wind-repellent finish, providing
warmth and durability when you need it
most. As well as being street-smart and
visibly striking, they include neon panels and reflective details for enhanced visibility.
They’re designed for the fast-paced professional who’s always on the go and delivering
top class work on site. Perfect for professionals who rely on their gear in demanding
environments and a must for those who want to be visibly ahead of the rest on site this
winter. Visit the website and download a digital catalogue at
www.snickersworkwear.co.uk.

Brett
Martin
Daylight
Systems’ Marlon Clickfix VF
polycarbonate glazing system
is delivering exceptional
natural
daylight
inside
Dublin’s new National Indoor
Arena. The system has been
used to create a bright,
appealing interior that will
help provide the perfect
environment for sports, whilst
providing
exceptional
aesthetics. Built by contractor
Buckingham Group, this 18,480m2 multipurpose facility features 2300m2 of the
Marlon Clickfix VF glazing system for the roof gables and as part of the triangularpatterned façade on the front elevation, a key architectural feature of this multi-sport
arena. With aesthetics, light and U-values a vital consideration for the design of the
arena, Brett Martin’s daylighting solution offered optimum light transmission,
minimal installation time and an ability to accommodate building movement.
Specified in clear and blue glass polycarbonate, the Marlon Clickfix VF system
ensured a fast and straightforward installation for roofing and cladding contractor,
Roofscape. Commenting on the project, Peter Hanvey of Brett Martin Daylight
Systems, said: “Brett Martin was involved throughout the design, development and
construction phases, ensuring design intent was translated with material use, along
with appropriate and robust detailing.” Visit www.brettmartin.com.




For the construction
industry, a second
lockdown
saw
a
further surge in home
improvements, with
almost one fifth of
homeowners planning
to begin projects,
according to research.
Alongside the onset of
colder weather, which
can lead to an increase
of
insulation
installation and exterior roof refurbishment, it is important not to forget the crucial part
that ventilation plays in keeping roofs internally protected against varying temperatures.
Ann Leeson, Hambleside Danelaw Marketing Manager, comments: “With people
spending more time at home, and often needing to create a workspace, they are
becoming more aware of elements of their home that need addressing. Temperatures
falling and record levels of rainfall last autumn will also combine to make them aware
of problems with the roof.” Many of the Danelaw range of roof ventilation components
are particularly suited, and even specifically developed, for refurbishment projects. In
order to support roofers and enable them to quickly select the most appropriate
solutions for each project, Danelaw has published a new pocket guide for roofing and
ventilation products. To download the new product guide, visit www.hamblesidedanelaw.co.uk.







Combining a heritage appearance
with 21st century performance,
the BMI Redland Rosemary Clay
Classic tile, proved ideal when
sensitivities
surrounding
conservation
and
heritage
environments were paramount.
When architect, Gordon Delgano
wanted to refurbish his midterrace house in an architecturally
distinguished area of Glasgow, it
was to the Rosemary Clay Classic
tile he turned. Together with Mark
Cattanach of Rooftec (Scotland),
he chose tiles in Light Mixed Brindle, having used them on a separate garage and
kitchen extension in 2001. “I knew from this, that it would weather well and blend
in with the surrounding area, which is important,” Gordon says. “The method of
fixing is also very robust as the tiles are nailed onto cross battening that is so dense
and close that the roof looked as if it was yellow before the tiles were laid.” Mark
also installed the BMI DryVent Ridge system with half-round ridge tiles to meet the
current British Standards and fitted Code 5 lead for the valleys, skews, aprons and
abutment. “We prefer small format tiles because, when you’ve prepared the roof
properly, it results in a stunning job at the end that is very robust and ideal for the
Scottish climate,” concludes Mark. Visit www.bmigroup.com/uk.








With roofs maintaining
their prominent role in
contemporary building
design, ROCKWOOL
has released a new
whitepaper exploring
how roofing contractors
and specifiers can
manage fire risk when
planning and installing
flat roofs.
The ‘Flat
Roofs: Managing fire
risk in the fifth façade’
report addresses misconceptions around testing protocols and material fire
classification ratings, plus examines the rise in roof fires and the resulting social and
economic impact. The whitepaper then outlines specification best practice for flat roof
insulation and how to futureproof the building envelope in line with expected changes
to Building Regulations. Will Wigfield, Product Manager at ROCKWOOL, commented:
“This report explores the risks of exposed flat roofs, delves into the effects of prominent
fires, and then advises roofing contractors and specifiers on selecting materials that will
help protect lives and the remaining building structure in case of fire.” The whitepaper
is available for download here: www.rockwool.co.uk/fifthfacade.

Suitable for dry and wet cutting, the Twin
18V DCE090 Brushless Disc Cutter is
Makita’s latest addition to its world
renowned LXT range. Powerful, compact
and packed with safety features, this new
construction tool is ideal for heavy-duty
applications. The new cordless DCE090
Brushless Disc Cutter features a powerful
36V brushless motor with a no-load speed
of 6,600rpm and maximum cutting
capacity of 88mm, and is powered by two
18V LXT Lithium-ion batteries. The tool has
been designed with safety in mind and
includes Makita’s Active Feedback Sensing
Technology (AFT) which shuts down the current to the motor if the rotation speed
suddenly slows down, as well as an electric brake, a soft start feature that gradually
increases speed to eliminate start-up shock, and a lock-off button to prevent
accidental start-up. Kevin Brannigan, Marketing Manager at Makita UK says, “The
Twin 18V DCE090 joins the line-up of over 250 cordless products within our LXT
range, offering users wider flexibility on site and the ability to switch between jobs
easily. The tool has been engineered with user safety and productivity in mind as
well as incorporating features that optimise battery and tool performance, so that
users benefit from an extended life cycle.” Visit www.makitauk.com.


  



 




  





  



When an arts centre’s extension precluded the use of
upstands as part of a roof terrace installation, a slim,
high-performance insulation solution was required to
prevent instances of cold bridging and ensure the
application
met
the
regulatory
U-value. Recticel Insulation’s Deck VQ® was more than
up to the challenge. As part of a £1.5m redesign, the
Courtyard Centre was extended to include a shop selling
locally-produced arts and crafts and a new multipurpose meeting room. For the café bar area, the client
required cut-to-falls insulation as part of the flat roof’s
waterproofing system. However, as the waterproofing
abutted a glass façade, the challenge was to forward an
insulation solution that optimised the adjoining
building’s windowed element in terms of the amount of
light it allowed, whilst ensuring the roof itself achieved
the regulatory U-value. As the 90m2 roof was without a
sufficient upstand, the insulation’s profile needed to be
kept to a minimum to avoid compromising the windows’
threshold, hence the specification of Recticel’s DeckVQ® - an ultra-thin vacuum insulation panel (VIP),
which solves the challenge of achieving required Uvalue performance in areas of minimal roof build-up.
Visit www.recticelinsulation.com/en-gb/deck-vq.

British Made The Jackson Slate Layer holds your slate
in place leaving your hands free to grab
hammer/nails/rivets and slates. SAVES you time,
speeding up the slate laying process. Lightweight and
Strong – made using 100% Recyclable Materials.
Adjustable to different size slates – use natural,
cement-fibre, manmade slates. rivet scribe attached sliding plate to hold hip ends/cuts - slides along the
battens. Suitable for multiple roof systems including:
vertical, mansard, up & overs and dormers. Pay your
apprentice to lay your roof slates, a great way to train
whilst giving you professional results. Your apprentice
will lay up to 300 slates in one day! Tried, tested and
approved by construction training staff and pupils in
colleges across the UK. Save Money - no need to tap
your slate up or down to fix in place, meaning no more
slipping or damaged slates. Save Time - slate can be
fixed on average in under 60 seconds (23 seconds was
the fastest we recorded!) To find out more head on
over to our website at www.jacksontoolsdirect.co.uk
Find us on EBay - Etsy – YouTube – Instagram –
Twitter and leading online roofing stockists.











  
 










































































































































































































Please indicate your occupation/sector:

 





























 

 
 


   
  
 

The A. Proctor Group has been awarded “Best Use of
Content Marketing” at this year’s virtual Construction
Marketing Awards (CMA). They were also delighted to
receive the ‘Highly Commended’ trophy for the
“Marketing Team of the Year” category. The night was
topped off with a social media award for their Zoom-call
group pose framing Communications Director, Angela
McIntyre. This year, the categories the A. Proctor Group
were shortlisted in recognized their bold response to the
pandemic. With face-to-face client-support channels
eliminated overnight by the Covid-19 lockdown in early
Spring, the A. Proctor Group quickly turned to digital to
maintain the high level of customer service they are well
known for. Starting in April, they broadcast an original
webinar to the industry on a weekly basis. This was a
huge shift in digital production for the company as they
had previously only delivered these webinars quarterly.
A. Proctor Group M.D. Keira Proctor, said: “Despite the
challenges of 2020, we succeeded in using our
webinars as a platform to reach our audience. Our
brand and reputation have grown as a result, and I am
so proud of everyone.”











A combination of
ROCKWOOL’s noncombustible
stone
wool insulation and
certified FIREPRO®
products have been
specified to ensure the
Grange
University
Hospital,
a
new
specialist healthcare
facility in Wales, can
achieve the highest
levels
of
fire
protection. ROCKWOOL worked with main contractor, Laing O’Rourke and passive
fire protection contractor, Optimum, to ensure effective firestopping throughout the
critical care centre. Approximately 25,000 penetration seals were installed
throughout the scheme using certified products from the ROCKWOOL FIREPRO®
Range. Opening its doors ahead of schedule in November 2020, ROCKWOOL
supported Central Roofing South Wales Ltd in delivering non-combustible insulation
for critical areas of the external envelope. While the façade benefited from the
installation of ROCKWOOL RAINSCREEN DUO SLAB® in the through-wall build up,
ROCKWOOL HARDROCK® Multi-Fix Dual Density was laid on the metal deck roof
areas to ensure regulation compliance. To find out more about the project, please visit
www.rockwool.co.uk/sccc.

Insulation specialist, Gradient, has
created a CPD-style presentation
aimed at providing architects and
roofing contractors with an
understanding of the principles
behind tapered roof insulation. The
‘Specifying
Tapered
Roof
Insulation’ presentation includes
an in-depth look at how tapered
roof insulation works and why it is
required, as well as highlighting
the different systems currently
available on the market. It also
considers some of the innovations that have elevatedtapered roof insulation to new
levels of performance. One of the main benefits of tapered insulation is its ability to
reduce the risk of standing water on a roof by allowing appropriate channelling to
drainage outlets. This decreases the potential for leaks and negates the need for a
structural fall which in-turn, helps minimise the roof’s overall cost and installation
time. Paul Griffiths, Business Development Director at Gradient said: “This
presentation was devised by our technical team as an industry aid to give clear,
practical guidance on tapered roof insulation specification.” The sessions will be held
at 10am each Tuesday and Thursday from Tuesday 19th January to Thursday 11th
March. To book a place at one of the ‘Specifying Tapered Roof Insulation’ online
sessions, visit https://bit.ly/EventbriteGradient.








Leading
wood
panel
manufacturer, Norbord, has
developed SterlingOSB Zero Fire
Solutions to help housebuilders
reduce the risk of fire spreading
to neighbouring buildings during
construction. The Structural
Timber Association produces
guidelines for reducing fire
spread in large timber frame
buildings during construction before fire resistant finishes have been put in place. The
guidelines require builders to reduce potential radiant heat emissions to acceptable
levels, thus controlling the risk of a timber frame construction fire spreading to
neighbouring buildings. Completed timber frame buildings (dry linings fixed) are then
fully compliant with the Building Regulation fire protection requirements. The
guidelines enable the architect or builder either to specify a type of timber frame with
inherently reduced fire spread properties or, where suitable, to adapt the construction
process to allow the use of standard open panel timber frame. The guide includes
three generic categories of timber frame with increasing resistance to fire spread and
associated reduction in radiant heat to neighbouring buildings, as well as giving a
detailed test and approval protocol by which systems or product assemblies can
demonstrate compliance with any given category. SterlingOSB Zero Fire Solutions is
designed, when used in conjunction with Rockwool insulation, to match the
categories in the STA guidelines. Visit www.norbord.co.uk/housebuilders.





Market-leading guarantees and technical
support, in addition to pitched and flat
roofing requirements made BMI the top
choice when it came to refurbishing
Crowngate Apartments in Birmingham.
Midland Heart asked roofing contractor,
Hodgson Sayers to survey both flat and
pitched roofs on the multi-storey building
and advise whether repair or
replacement was needed to meet current
building regulations. In turn, Hodgson
Sayers invited manufacturer BMI to
survey and provide specifications for
renewing the flat and pitched roofs
because the poor condition of the existing roofs ruled out repair as an option. A BMI
flat roofing system comprising areas of BMI Sealoflex liquid waterproofing and BMI
Icopal bituminous waterproofing and insulation was specified for the flat roofs, and
BMI Redland Cambrian tile on the pitched roofs. The Welsh-made Cambrian tile slate
replicates the original slate roofing, and so meets Birmingham City Council’s
conservation policy whilst offering a robust modern material that withstands severe
weather conditions. John Sayers, Director of Hodgson Sayers, said: “Hodgson Sayers
has a strong reputation for quality and to maintain that reputation we need to install
high quality materials and BMI`s products certainly fit the bill.”
Visit www.bmigroup.com/uk.









With our factories having
available stock and excellent
lead times, merchants and
distributors are turning to Crest
to help them through the
current roofing materials crisis.
It’s been well documented over
the past few months that the
UK is facing a roofing
materials shortage. Many
contractors are calling it a
major crisis as they face long
delays in obtaining roofing
materials, the situation is desperate and with winter fast approaching the pressure is
mounting. Concrete roofing tiles seem to be one of the most affected with lead times
from order to delivery being at least 12 weeks and, in many cases, up to 22. Crest
Nelskamp are one of the UK’s leading suppliers of high-quality roofing tiles and have
been actively increasing the supply to merchants, distributors and housebuilders to
help remove the tremendous pressure they all face. Stuart King Crest’s Deputy
Managing Director said: “With stock on the ground waiting to be despatched from our
factories and the increase to our transport and logistics operation to cope with the
extra demand we are working hard to keep delivery times as short as possible.”

With a focus on comfort, performance and
sustainability in its new products, the 2021
digital catalogue has all you need to know about
Snickers Workwear, including new products that
now use REPREVE, the world’s number one
brand of recycled performance fibre. There’s a
new AllroundWorkTopwear with the cooling
37.5® moisture transportation fabric, as well as
upgraded FLEXIWork Stretch Trousers with extra
functionality and durability. By popular demand,
there’s also a stretchy hi-vis Work Jacket with
great comfort and flexibility for high-performance
work and high visibility in low-light conditions.
Added to which, there’s the most innovative
street-smart
stretch
fabrics
in
the
ALLROUNDWork clothing range for mobile
comfort and a Layered Clothing System that
ensures you can choose clothes to suit the
weather on site – rain or shine, wind or snow - plus an extensive range of EN-certified
ProtecWork and PPE products. Complemented by Snickers Workwear’s Profiling and
Embroidery services and the most extensive range of garment sizes, this clothing
system delivers the ultimate solution to make every man and woman’s workday easier
and safer. Visit www.snickersworkwear.co.uk.





  







